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SEPARATE REPORT BY MR. THOMAS KNIPE. 


I regret that I have felt compelled to dissent from the report presented by my 
colleagues for the reasons stated in a letter addressed by me to Lord Cowper with the 
request that it might accompany their report. 

I approve in the main of several of their recommendations, particularly the shortening 
the judicial term Irani fifteen to five years, and the immediate revision of judicial rents, 
the proposal in regard to leaseholders, and other questions to which I refer hereafter! 

But on the subject of combination among tenants and the recommendations bearing 
upon the question of social order it appears to me sufficient weight has not been attached 
to the important evidence which many intelligent and influential witnesses gave as to 
the causes of agitation and combination. 

Mr. Davis, the District Inspector of Castleisland, says— Qs. 21556, 21558— “ I District Inspect* 
believe the purchase of their holdings by the tenants would tend to the preservation of Davis, 
law and order, they would organize to put down outrages themselves ; until they do, 
it will be very difficult and almost impossible to put down outrages — all but impossible 
because the police are perfectly powerless”; again, Qs. 21587, 21588, 21589 — "Un- 
questionably abatements of rent arc necessary. I am informed, and I believe it, that 
the land did not produce the rent this year. It is not the strength of the League 
—the people are poorer.” 

County Inspector Allen Cameron, in charge of County Limerick, says — Qs. 15051, county inspector 
15056 — “ I think rents are being paid where any concession is given by the landlord, Cameron, 
no matter how small. I think there is no disposition to keep the rents. There is a 
good deal of boycotting, but I think it is slacking off too. Where no abatement is given 
the tenants arc still inclined to hold out. I think that would be in consequence of the 
difficulty of making thou- rents out of the lands ; prices are so bad. I think in many 
instances when they hold out they are not able to pay. I think it is advisable they 
should have abatements” ; and Qs. 15081-15084 — "A number of landlords have given 
reductions on their judicial rents — when this is done the rents are fairly well paid ; but 
where the tenants make application for reduction and it is not granted, they generally 
hesitate a little and I have known serious outrages to follow that. But altogether the 
. country is in an improved state.” 

General Buller, then in charge of the Kerry district, and now Under Secretary for Gene 
Ireland, says, in reply to Q. 16455, which was — “Do you think that the improved 
state of the country, as far as payment of rents is concerned, comes from the fact that 
the power of the League is decreasing ? — No, I do not think so ; I think the League 
would, if they could prevent the payment of rent, and are now endeavouring to their 
utmost to prevent rents being paid ; but the improvement is because the tenants are 
getting reasonable allowances.” And, Qs. 16456-16458 — "I believe that the great 
majority of tenants through those counties, that is the majority of those who have not 
paid, are anxious to pay — when they get reasonable allowances — they must have 
reasonable allowances.” 


Fall in Prices. 


Reeves, 226 ; 

. -*• , O'Hagan, 1584; 

The report from -which I dissent, viewed from my standpoint as a tenant Sumer, does Mite., 9806; 
hot adequately represent the gravity of the situation or the severity < )t crisis BtaJ 9870^ 

arming not oidy Lm the alarming and continuous Ml in prices on 

which the farmer has to rely for the maintenance of his fanuly andftf We payment oi rent, i 2347 . 

hut also intensified by the late disastrons seasons and. the , coo^flent decreased pro- Nichol»£ 21358; 
fetiveness of the soil Nor are the effects of the greatae^ af.wrftteof agncultnral Mgr, 27090- 
produce in the failure of a large number of tenants .io pay rgnfe fully rOcogus 16953 ; 

t From the official returns laid before the Commission by the Registrar General, 1 find Sheehanj m65 


f: 
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Registrar-General that the estimated value of grain and all other crops iu Ireland amounted to in the 
Paper No. 5. years — 

1855, 1881, and 188C, 

63 millions. 46 millions. 31 millions, sterling. 

showing a depreciation in value, in the year 1886, of 32 millions sterling, as compared 
with 1875, and 15 millions within the last five years alone, or since the Land Act was 
passed. The same official returns give the value of the live stock in all Ireland for the 
years — 

1881, 1886, 

50 millions. 41 millions sterling. 


The following details, extracted from the same valuable 'statistics of the Registrar 
General, show the depreciation in the several items of produce during the same 
period : — 


Description ol Produce. 

1881. 

188C. 

Description of Produce. 

1881. 

1886. 


s. d. 

s. d. 


£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

"Wheat, price per 112 lbs., . 

10 2 

6 4 

Hay, price per 112 lbs., . 

0 4 4 

0 3 0 

Oats, „ „ 

8 0 

C 3 

Straw, „ „ 

Wool, price per lb. . 

0 3 2 

0 2 0 

Bailey, „ „ 

7 9 

6 5 

0 0 12f 

0 0 8$ 

Butter, „ 

96 6 

86 4 

Milch Cows, 

19 5 0 

14 10 0 

Beef, 

63 9 

53 0 

Two Year Olds, 

12 0 0 

9 7 6 

Mutton, „ ,, 

74 6 

04 2 

One Year Olds, 

7 15 0 

5 13 9 

Pork, „ „ 

Potatoes, „ „ 

55 0 
4 0 

40 4 
2 9 

Lambs, 

0 34 0 

0 29 0 


It will be seen from the same returns that the combined values of agricultural 
produce and live stock for the year 1886, as compared with the average of the four 
years, 1881-1884, show a reduction of 23 per cent. 

The agricultural rent of Ireland as estimated by Sir John Ball Greene amounts to 
about 13 millions sterling. In 1881, therefore, 28 per cent of the total value (say 46 
millions) of agricultural produce was due for rent, and in 1886, when the value had 
fallen to 31 millions, rent claimed 42 per cent. 

If again the value of live stock for 1881 be compared with that of 1886, there will 
be found a depreciation of 9 millions sterling in the value of cattle alone, being nearly 
three-fourths of the entire agricultural rent payable. 


Gault, 10260- 
10261. 


Osborne, 5 


Necessity foe Reduced Rents. 


When the cost of production is taken into account, it is manifest from the foregoing 
figures that the margin remaining for a small struggling farmer after paying all out 
goings, other than rent, and after his family is supplied with only the barest necessaries 
of life, is wholly insufficient to meet rents fixed upon a basis of prices that no longer 
exist. 

But there is another class of tenant farmers besides that above alluded to who are 
unable to pay, and who are patiently but anxiously waiting for relief Speaking from 
my own experience of Ulster, and of the class I represent, I say that far ming operations 


even upon good land leave no profit, and that for years past rents have been paid 
mainly out of the small savings of former years, laid 


Golding, 12347. 


savings ol lormer years, laid up for a rainy day and for 

family emergencies. 

Thus, Mr. Gault, an Antrim farmer, says, Q. 10,260-10,261 — “I am not able to pay 
rent without going back on the savings of other years. If there does not come some 
relief in the way of a reduction of rent or a rise in the price of produce, farmers will 
have to give it up. They must go to the wall.” 

Mr. Guiding, a land agent and farmer in Galway, says, Q. 12,347 — “ The people are 


gradually getting poorer, and it is the same with large farmers and small farmers alike. 


Hobson, 19394 -t 
19405. 


in fact I could not put my hand upon one either large or small fanner who is not poorer 
to-day than he was ten years ago. •. 

Mr. Hobson, who was examined at Cork, says, Q. 19,394-19,405-^“ I have been 
breaking and t illing my farm trying to' make the rent out of it I am not able to pay 
my rent but of the place this year. Pt is paid out of capital altogether. My capital is 
gradually- dwindling away.” And Mr. Usborne, who was examined at ' Londonderry, 
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Q. 5028 — “ Owing to fall in prices, T find great difficulty in paying rent this year. Other 
years I have drawn out of savings made before. This year I don’t see my way.” 

Mr. John Brownrigg Hewson, a landlord and agent, farming a good deal of his own Hewson, 15154 . 
land, says, Q. 15154 — “With regard to the judicial rents, I think that in some respects 
the last two years were worse years than any we have had before. I think the country 
is poorer and more depressed now than it has been yet.” And, Q. 15155—“ I think they 
cannot pay the judicial rents. They really cannot pay any rent at all. They are 
exceedingly badly off.” And Q. 15168 — “ I have found the last two years the worst I 
ever remember.” And Mr. Edward Bennett, Q. 15124— “I know that the land has Bennett, 15124 . 
been run out of condition in consequence of the poverty of the tenants. They are not 
able to till it and to manure it ; their capital is gone.” 

The Land Act of 1881 recognized and legalised the dual ownership in the land that 
has always been claimed by the Irish tenants, and it cannot in justice be maintained 
that the loss arising from the great and, it is to be feared, permanent decline in prices 
should fall entirely upon one of the parties. 

The Land Commission returns show that the reductions of rent through the operation 
of the Land Courts for the five past years average 18 per cent., but since these rents 
were fixed, the official returns of the Registrar-General show a fall in the prices of 
produce and cattle equal to 23 per cent. If this were now allowed for, it would give 
an abatement of 41 per cent, on the old rents. And it may be observed from the 
report of fair rents fixed by the Land Commission in October last, that the 283 cases 
decided in that month with an old rental of £7,400 were reduced to £4,400, an abate- 
ment of about 40 per cent. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out that an additional reduction of twentj’-three per 
cent, over the former scale does not at all represent the abatement which would fairly 
correspond to a fall in prices of twenty-three per cent., since rent is only one of the Mahony, 19181 
many outgoings of a farmer, and to meet this reduced value of the produce a much Thorn, 26979. 
higher per centage of reduction in his rent would be necessary. 


Revision of Judicial Rents. 

With respect to the revision of judicial rents, it would, I think, be disastrous if 
impoverished tenants were again involved in all the litigation and costs which would Hunt, 15361- 
attend fresh applications to the Land Court. The Land Commissioners have by their 15365. 
experience gained during the past six years a basis to work upon. They have all the 
necessary machinery at hand, and by their Sub-Commissioners could within a limited 
space of time inquire into the prices of produce and cattle and the conditions of agri- 
culture in each Poor Law Union. Then as reports arrived from each Union the Chief 
Commissioners could declare such a reduction per cent, on the judicial rents fixed up 
to a specified date as the result of these inquiries by the Sub-Commissioners 
Warranted. 

In the case of non-judicial rents, in order, to prevent any sudden influx of applications 
and to at once bring home to the poorest class of tenants the benefits which 
through poverty or despair they have not availed themselves of, I would suggest that 
the Land Commission be empowered to fix a general reduction of rent upon small 
holdings, reserving both to landlord and tenant the right to come into Court. Until 
some such measures are adopted it is hopeless to expect that combination among 
tenants will cease, or that disturbances of an agrarian character can be suppressed, 
especially amongst the poverty stricken occupiers of small holdings in the poorer 
districts. 

A large number of witnesses, comprising landlords and land agents, clergymen, 
tenant farmers, and persons in official positions stated before the Commission that a 
-considerable reduction of rent was necessary. 

Mr. Hunt, landlord and land agent, said— Q. 15342. — “ I think it necessary and just Hunt, 15342, 
to give allowances;” and 15343 — “A great many, though offered the allowances, are 15343,15344. 
unable to pay.” 15344. — Within the last year or two on judicial rents I have recom- 
mended reductions to be given, generally fifteen per cent. ; in one or two cases twenty 
per cent.” 

General Buller says, Q. 16461— “My view of the country is this, that the majority 16461, 

of the tenants meant to 'pay rents, and where they’ can pay them did pay them, hut that ’ 

'• -the rents have been too high. I do think, they are too high.” Q. 16463.— “I think 
they are; rents' such as they eould' not pay.” And, also, -Q. 16471 — “ I have been lately 
V in Clare where I Have been endeavpuring to prevent— Woodford — -by suggesting to a 
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landlord to give reductions. I have not succeeded, and I do not know if I shall ; but 
in that case I am perfectly sure that some of the judicial rents are too high.’ 

Joyce. 20910, Mr. Joyce, Agent of Lord Clanricarde, of Woodford, says, Q. 20919 — “ But I thought 
20920-20923. a t the time a small abatement might be granted; however Lord Clanricarde did not do 

so.” Q. 20920 — “ I was inclined to give them a little abatement.” Q. 20922 — “ I 
recommended Lord Clanricarde to give a little reduction.” Q. 20923 — “ And it was in 
consequence of that refusal I attribute the very bad feeling that has existed there for 
some time past. I think it was wholly so.” 

Coercive Legislation and Combination. 

I think that any attempt to meet agrarian crime and outrage, which unfortunately 
prevail in certain districts, by any fresh coercive legislation will now as in the past, not 
only fail to secure the tranquility of the country, but will inevitably end in seriously 
aggravating the present difficulties. 

If the relations which now unhappily exist between landlord and tenant are further 
strained, the intentions of the Land Purchase Act will he defeated and sales of land to 
tenants, even at lower prices, will be rendered more difficult in many parts of Ireland. 
CiiMtiiagham, The landlords, with a few honourable exceptions, have failed to meet by prompt reduc- 

4514. tions of rent the serious fall in prices, or to recognise the serious losses of their tenants, 

US80. t0 this 

may be attributed combinations and the resistance to evictions which 
has taken place, and which might have been averted. If the power of the League is 
to be weakened, and the people kept away from combinations which are certain to spread 
beyond their present limited area, and thereby endanger further the peace of the country, 
it can only be by the Government boldly facing as a whole the Land Question in Ireland, 
and by such legislation and government as wall convince the poorest of the people that 
the Law is their defender and friend. 

The Under Secretary when asked before the Commission, Q. 16473 — “Would it meet 
your idea if when an ejectment was brought into the Court, the Judge of that Court 
would have the discretion of saying whether he would evict or not”? replied, “ Yes, 
that is what I want. It seems to me that it should be his duty to exercise a certain 
degree of discretion, but he only exercises it when the tenaut comes into Court. Un- 
fortunately, the tenants have. been taught that the law is only on one side.” Again 
Q. 16474-5— “ I see some very hard cases. Hard cases of men being pressed for rents 
that they could not pay. I wrote to a landlord the other day who was about to turn out 
a man, that man paid a year’s rent and he owed three — he was evicted, and that man. 
I believe, really meant to pay the amount — He was evicted. I satisfied myself that if 
he got time he was going to pay his rent, when his children who were in service in 
Limerick sent their wages to him.” And Q. 16476 — “ I think that there should be a 
discretion in giving decrees, and that there should be some means of modifying and 
redressing the grievances of rents being still higher than the people can pay. You 
have got a very ignorant poor people, and the law should look after them, instead of 
which it has only looked after the rich, that appears to me to be the case coming here.” 
Also, Q. 16468 — “ I feel very strongly that in this part of the country .you can never 
have peace unless you create some legal equipoise or legal equivalent that will supply 
the want of freedom of contract that now exists between the landlord and the tenant. 
I think there should be some legal machinery which would give the tenant an equiva- 
lent for the pressure that the landlord is able to put on him, owing to his love of the 
land.” Q. 16480-4 — “I propose to the Government that there should be a Court, a 
permanent Court of Assessors fixed for a certain number of years, who should have 
power to raise or lower rents. It would be a Court that would really have a certain 
amount of coercive power on a bad tenant, and a very strong coercive power on a bad land- 
lord. It seems tome you want both in this country.” And Q. 16497 — “There is not 
much law in this part of the country, but a short time ago what law there was was really 
on the side of the rich.” 

I venture to say it would be a serious matter with grievances unredressed, to attempt 
to suppress by force or fresh coercive legislation the right of tenants openly to associate 
for the protection of their interests. A class to whose property the State up to 1881 
refused any real legal protection. 

Leaseholders. 

>f the admission of Leaseholders to the benefit of the Land 
eir case is a very pressing one. A most industrious class 
mts fixed in prosperous times. Their exclusion from the 
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Land Act was unjust and Las created in their minds a deep sense of injustice which 
should be speedily removed. 

I recommend that every leaseholder, holding land for agricultural purposes at a rent 
exceeding the Judicial rents fixed on the same estate, or on adjoining holdings, whether 
for a term of years or in perpetuity, should have the right of going into the Land 
Court to have a fair rent fixed in the same way as an ordinary tenant from year to 
year. 

Town Parks. 

I think that the holders of Town Parks should be enabled to apply to the Land 
Commission to get a fair rent fixed. I cannot see why the population of any town 
should be taken as a basis from which to exclude the holders of Town Parks from the 
benefits of the Land Act. Land in close proximity to a thriving and populous town 
will be more valuable than the Town Parks adjacent to a village. These facts will be 
taken into consideration by the Commissioners when fixing the rents. The landlord 
should have power to resume possession of a Town Park upon satisfying the Commission 
that the land was bona fide required for building or public purposes, and upon paying to 
the tenant such compensation for improvements and disturbance as the Court might 
deem just. 


Land Purchase. 

Evidence has been given by many witnesses that tenants have been advised to refrain 
from purchasing their holdings under the Purchase Acts of 1881 and 1885. In view of 
the fall in prices, unfavorable seasons, and yearly increasing foreign competition, this 
advice in my opinion has been justified. It would be a serious matier if tenants were Nicholson , 21413 
compelled to purchase upon the basis of judicial rents fixed prior to January, 1886, or Frost, 15741. 
that they should involve themselves in all the consequences and responsibility of owner- 
ship before rents have been re-adjusted so as not only to meet the fall in prices but also 
to exclude from the rent the value of the tenant’s interest and improvement. 

I am anxious to see the dual ownership of land in Ireland abolished, and rent con- 
verted into a laud tax ; but purchase upon any large scale can only follow the revision 
and reduction of rents. It would in my opinion be a serious blunder to exclude the 
tenants of small holdings from the benefits of ownership. 

Labourers’ Allotments. 

Whilst guarding against the sub-division of farms, which is very undesirable, the sub- 
letting of a garden or piece of ground by a farmer to any of his labourers residing in 
cottier houses upon the farm should not debar him from having a foil- rent fixed, as I 
understand it now does. 


Ejectments for Nonpayment of Rents. 

The recommendation of m} r colleagues that the period for redemption of six months 
should run from the date of the decree, and not as at present from its execution, would 
I fear, if carried out, tend to increase agrarian crime in many parts of the country. If 
such a change were made the landlord would probably in every case allow the term of 
redemption to expire, and in six months the tenant against whom the decree might have 
been granted in his absence would find himself out of possession. It would he a most 
serious change to make in the law in the present condition of the country. 


Emigration and Migration. 

Although any system of forced emigration, or that would further depopulate the 
country, would be very injurious, I quite agree with my colleagues that there are many 
districts where both emigration and migration would be attended with much benefit if 
brought about by the spontaneous movement of the people. But if the poorer and more 
backward districts as well as those which are called congested were opened up by 
tramways and light railways so that the population would naturally circulate before many 
years, sensible relief would probably be effected, and the wholesale emigration of parishes 
which has been recommended would be rendered unnecessary. 
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Hamilton, 18540, Mr. Hamilton, Recorder of Cork, who also has been County Court Judge of Sligo 
18612,18631. ’ and of Carlow, stated before the Commission at Cork, in reply to Q. 18540 — “The 

West of Ireland cannot be improved until it is brought within the reach of civilization 
and trade by railroads — by improved communications. It must be done by State aid- 
■ I think the natural relief of the place would be emigration, but they will not emigrate-” 
And Q. 18631 — T “ Open up the countiy ; let the people reach the markets ; and make 
their land profitable.” 

Landed Estates and Land Commission Courts. 

I could not assent to any suggestions having: for their object the merging of the Land 
Commission into the Landed Estates Court. There is a deep-rooted prejudice in the 
Kennedy, 9149, minds of the tenant farmers of Ireland, and especially of Ulster, against the Landed 
9150, 9326. Estates Court. They cannot forget the suffering and loss entailed upon them by its 
Barry, 14512 a. ac ^j ou when disposing of encumbered estates, it sold to land speculators the tenants’ 
improvements then unprotected by law. 

The Land Commission should be maintained for the settlement of rents, for 
adjudicating between landlord and tenant, and the transfer of land from owners to 
occupiers, leaving questions of title and the distribution of the purchase money to be 
dealt with by the Landed Estates Court. 

In conclusion I have great pleasure in saying that I most heartily concur in all that 
my colleagues have said as to the value of the services rendered by Mr. Hoddcv to the 
Commission as its very efficient Secretary. 

THOMAS KNIPE. 


Bellagut, Armagh, 

nth March, 1887. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Thursday , 7th June 1888. 


MEMBERS PRESENT : 


Mr. T. M. Healy. 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor. 
Colonel Saunderson. 


Mr. Russell. 
Mr. Salt. 

Mr. Stanefeld. 


The Right Honourable JAMES STANS FELD, in the Chair. 


Sir Richard Wyatt.'] I have tie honour to appear in support i f this Bill, 
which is a measure which has been passed by the other House. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] I respectfully object. I do not know that there is any 
proposal that the Committee in this case should have counsel attending before 
them. I think this is a matter for the Committee, to decide; and 1 certainly 
very strongly object that counsel should be heard here, seeing that there is only 
one party. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I am not a counsel, I may mention. I nm merely the 
Parliamentary agent for the Bill. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Even that, I apprehend, is objectionable. 

Chairman.] If you raise the objection I must dear the room. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Yes, Sir ; X do raise it. 


The Committee-room was cleared. 

After a short time the parties were again called in. 

Chairman.] Sir Richard Wyatt, we shall be glad to hear your statement 
I do not know whether you intend to call witnesses ; pro y yo 
Sir Richard Wyatt ^ You see, Sir, had this Bill been an unopposed Ml, that 
is to say, there bring no Petition against it, it would have gone .□ .the orthn^T 
course to the Chairman of Committees; and perhaps you are awa ^ 

that Committee, the usual course is merely to call one topwettt 

reciials and the Preamble; and then, unless the Committee dear* furtft 
information, it is not usual to trouble them. , . ntlwr Home 

This Bill, as I was about to remark, ts one that has ‘ ** 

unopposed, and, so fur as Petitions are concerned, t . Committees! 

instead of being referred in the ordinary course to the ChairmM 
it, as you are aware, has been teferred to a hybnd Committee by an Order 
the House ; and hence the meeting here to-day- -wudersmate three 

Well, Sir, the object of this Bill is really to 
canal systems ; namely, the Lagan Navigation, convenience to the 

'Tyrone Navigation. 1 do i.ot know whether j**® miles, and the Ulster 

Committee to know that the Lagan is in length about 7 
r\ i 


0.108. 


Mr. 
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7 June 1888. 


Mr. T. M. Healy .] Is there a map that we could have, Sir Richard r 

Sir Richard Wyatt. ] Yes. (Handing in a map.) The Ulster Canal is about 
44 miles in length, and the Tyrone is five miles ; altogether 76 miles. I m av 
mention that the Ulster Canal an- 1 the Tyrone Navigation belong to the Pin:* 
Work' Commissioners in Inland; in other words, it is a Government u -. dr- 
inking : hut, unfortunately, that has not been self-supporting. In fact, it entails 
upon the Government a loss of about 1,000/. per annum. They have reallvno 
funds out of which to provide for the improvement of that navigation with a 
view to making it pay. They were therefore contemplating the closing of that 
canal. 

t it airman.] Who were contemplating that? 

Sir Richard Wyatt!] Thu Public Works Commissioners, Sir, were contem- 
plating closing the Ulster Canal because it was not self-supporting. The Lagan 
Navigation is a company. They were very desirous of averting the clodugof 
the Ul-ter Cana 1 , and they ultimately came to the conclusion that they could by 
a comparatively small outlay on the Ulster Canal, and working it in conjunction 
with their own undertaking, make it pay by having the control of the through 
traffic and by affording facilities to the public, which at present the public have 
not. Amongst other things, they propose to lower the Ulster Canal, which has 
a total depth, I believe, of only about four feet of water. 

Chairman .] How far do they propose to deepen it? 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] To five feet, Sir. They propose to deepen the canal to 
about live feet, which will admit of the passage of the ordinary craft which pass 
over the Lagan Navigation. 

Mr. Russell .] What depth is it now. Sir Richard r 

Sir Richard Wyatt. | About four feet. Sir. 

Mr. Arthur O' Connor.] Are you speaking from your own knowledge, Sir 
Richard ? 

Sir Richard TTyuM/] I am only making a statement to the Committee, which 
will be supported by evidence that I propose to call, Sir. It is a statement. 

Chairman.] You, Sir Richard, propose to call one witness who will prove the 
Preamble. 1 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Yes. I thought, perhaps, it would be a convenience to 
the Committee to know the position of things. Then, Sir, the Lagan Navigation 
ha\e put themselves in communication with the Government, and it has 
ultimately resulted in the Public Works Commissioners consenting, with the 
sanction of the Treason', of course, to the transfer of their undertaking, the 
Ulster Canal, to the Lagan Navigation. Hon. Members are aware that in the 
House, before the Bill was referred to this Committee, suggestions were made, 
amongst other things, to prevent the possibility of this canal passing into the hands 
of a local railway, and thereby depriving the public of the present competition. 

Chairman.] Would that aj -ply to all three of the canals, or to the Ulster 
Lanai only .- 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I may mention that the Tyrone Navigation is a little 
spur, a very insignificant part of the undertaking ; but the Ulster Canal is, 
as I mentioned, just now, about 44 miles in length. Then, Sir, an arrange- 
ment has been come to whereby the transfer is to take place to this Compaoy, 
and by an Amendment in the Bill we propose to meet the difficulty that was raised 
in the House of prohibiting a transfer to the Great Northern Railway Company 
of Ireland Then there are some lessees who are interested in some of the 
property of the district, and it was thought it would, be an injustice to them if 
tbar leases were at all hiterfered with. That was one of the other points raised 
by honourable Members in the House. 

Chaxrvm^\ 
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Chairman.] Lessees interested in what ? In some parts of the Ulster Canal, 
do \ou mean r 

.Mr. Russell.] In buildings on the bauks ? 

Sir Richard Wyatt.'] Yes. 

Chairman.] In buildings on the banks? 

Sir Richard JVyatt.] Yes. That point we also propose to meet by amend- 
ments in the Bill, a copy of which I believe each honourable Member lias. T 
may mention, Sir, that there appears to have been a consensus of opinion upon 
this; for meetings have been held in all parts of the locality, and the scheme 
has, I believe, been unanimously approved of ; and it was considered that it 
would be a great calamity if the Government should abandon this Ulster Canal, 
and so really cripple the other system in the locality ; in fact, it is n iiurallv 
an integral part of the particular system which, by this arrangement, will be 
kept open for the benefit of the public. 

Then, Sir, the only other point which perhaps I should mention to the 
Committee, is that the Lagan Canal Company were incorporated for a limited 
period, and have been from time to time continued by subsequent Acts of 
Parliament. Tt is proposed by this Bill now to give them an existence of 999 
years, to enable them to keep open this navigation (the Ulster Canal ), I may 
say the consolidated system of the Canal, they hoping that, by judicious manage- 
ment, and having the control of the through traffic, they will be enabled to make 
it pay, which it does not at present. 

Chairman.] Keeping the system open to the sea, I understand ? 

Sir Richard JVyatt.] No, Sir; not to the sea. 

Chairman. ~] Yes, according to that map. 

Sir Richard IVyatt .] No ; to the Lough, Sir. 

Chairman^] The Belfast Lough? 

Sir Richard IVyatt. ] Lough Erne. 

Colonel Saunderson .] It connects Lough Erne and Belfast :■ 

Sir Richard Wyatt.~\ Yes ; quite so. 

Ckainnan .] What I want to know is this 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Perhaps Colonel Saunderson will make it plain on the 
map ? 

Chairman.] Then the Lagan goes out of the Belfast Lough. 

Sir Richard JVyatt.] I hare really told the Committee the substance of the 
Bill and its object. It will be convenient if I now just call a witness, and 
you can ask him (the witness), and he will explain to you the precise position of 
things. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Yon have not told us on what ground you gentlemen, 
the La«an Canal Company, are going to get this free gift of * quarter of a 
Bullion of money from the State ; what are the special terms ? 

Sir HicAard Hyatt.] Perhaps, Sir, you will kindly aak the witness. I can 
answer the honourable Member by this : that whereas the Ulster Canal has cost 
a large sum of money it is unproductive, and not only gives n« return for i»e 
outlay, but emails an annual loss to the Government of 1,0001a. year, which 
they are not prepared to continue. Therefore, in pursuance of the power vested 
in them thev would close this, to the great loss and prejudice of the public; and 
therefore they are willing to give to the Lagan Company the opportunity ot 
teeing whether they could make this undertaking pay. 

Mr. Russell.] Sir Richard, may I ask what you propose to do for the lessees 
in Easl Tyrone. 
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Sir Richard Hyatt.'] You -will see an amendment in the Bill, Sir. 

Mr. Russell.] I beg your pardon. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] It is Clause 7 > Sir. 

Mr. Russell.] Yes, I see. 

Sir Richard Wyatt .] Then I will call the Secretary. 

Mr. Russell.'] Yes ; but, Sir Richard, this says that the Company shall not he 
prevented from extending these leases. I apprehend we shall require something 
stronger than that. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Which Clause arc you now on. Sir ? 

Mr. Russell.] 1 am looking at the end of Clause 7, at the foot-note : “ Provided 
that nothing here in contained shall prevent the Company Irom leasing or continu- 
ing anv existing leases subject to the approval of the Commissioners.” The case 
that was made in the House, if I am iu order in stating it, was that several of 
these leases were very near expiring, and that whilst the lessees were quite 
prepared to trust the Board of Works to have them renewed, they were not 
quite prepared to trust a private Company who were going to make money out 
of this business ; and I do not think tins Clause meets that point at all. 

Mr. T. M. IJealy.] Not at all. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I may mention, Sir, that this has been submitted, as I 
am instructed, to the lessees, who are coutent with the Amendment as it stands 

Mr. Russell, j All 1 can say in reply to that is this : these lessees are mainly 
in my own county of Tyrone; and I most assuredly state here that this does not 
carry out what I considered to be the arrangement that the Company were 
willing to come to. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Quite so. 

Mr. Russell.] It says they shall not be prevented doing it. It does not say 
they shall do it. 

Sir Richard Wyaf/.l If the honourable Member will be good enough to make 
any suggestions, so far as the Promoters are concerned, we are quite content to 
put it in any form as to what you think was intended in the House. 

Chairman .] Now we are on the Preamble, will you call your witness to prove 
the Preamble. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Yes, if you please. When we come to that clause you 
will perhaps kindly suggest something. 


Mr. WILLIAM ROBERT REA, sworn ; and Examined. 

l. Sir Richard Wyatti] You are, I believe, the secretary to the lagan 
Navigation Company, who are promoting this Bill ? — Yes. 

■ 2 . You have read the sereral recitals in the Preamble, have you ? — Yes, 
I have. 

3 . Arc thev true ? — Yes, they arc. 

4 . 1 now, in anticipation of what has fallen from an honourable .Member, ask 
you this. You are prepared, on behalf of the Promoters, to make it quite clear 
that the interests of the lessees are to be protected, are you not ? — Certainly. 

Sir Richard H'yatt.] Then, Sir, unless the Committee wish to say any- 
thing on the Preamble, that is all 1 propose to trouble you with now. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] I should like to ask the Witness a few questions. 

5 . Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] Have you the Lagan Navigation Act of 1843, and 
the Amending Act of 1873, here? — Yes. 

6 . Will you let me see them 1 — Y es. (The same were handed in.) 

Mr. 
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7. Mr. T. M. Healt/."] Are you “ William R. Rea,” or “ William Rea — 
William R. Rea. 

S. Is there a Mr. William Rea ? — No, it is the same person. 

0. Do you remember being examined in 1880 and 18S1 be:’ re the R -yal 
Commission ? — I do. 

10. The members of the Commission, as I understand, w-iv Lord 
Monck, Lord .Monteagle, Mr. J. Ball Greene, Lieutenant Gene...! l)ii-:.':-ns. 
Mr. T. A. Dickson, Mr. John Mulhollaud, Coloml Nolan, and C lun-.-l Loftus 
Tottenham r — Yes, that is correct. 

1 1. Have you read the report of the Commission?— I have. 

,2. What "did they report as to the Ulster Canal ?— I think they reported that 
it should be aband ned, with the exception of one member [ General Dieken-i, 
who protested against that course, and said he thought it ought to get another 

tri rj. Here is the report : “ 5.— Ulster Canal. —That it he sold by public com- 
petition.” M ho are your Board 1 — The Lagan Navigation Company. 

V 14. Have you got" a “ Thom’s Dinctory" that jou can give their names 
from r - Do you mean the names of the shareholders i 

^ No ; the names of the directors ?— I can give you their names ; they are 
JolmD Barber. t _ , . „ . . v 

16. The spinning manufacturer r —Yes ; V . A. Robinson, Robert ioung, c.c . 
and William MacNaughtoo. 

1-. How are they appointed ?— By the shareholders. 

iS. At annual meetings, I presume ?— Yes. at annual meetings. 

H). By what means have they induced the Treasury to assent to tins Bill 
Well, in pursuance of that recommendation, there. 

20 The recommendation that it should be soli by public competi- 
tion ) Yes. The Board of Works advertised it in the different papers, and 

invited offers from anyone who would come forward and take it. No one w .uld 
come forward to take" it, and then they threatened to close it ; but, rather than 
see it closed, the Lagan Navigation Company came forward, and said l hey would 
make a trial of it, and see if they could do anything for if. 

01. Did you offer any money for it r— We did not. 

20. Do you know how much it lias cost the country . A little under 

3 °of °And the proposal is. that you should get a gift of this 300.000 L and give 
nothin', in return i-Tl.e proposal is that we should relieve .he Government of 
the 1 000 l. a year, thrown away every year for keeping the canal its 
present useless state, and we guarantee to keep it open and to be at the expense 

0f ^Bu S t if ^’Government abandoned the canal, the Government would 
lose no more? -But then the country is not willing that the canal system 

^WlrSfyou mean by “ the country ” ?-I mean the traders and those In 

the towns along the line of the canal. 

06 Are they prepared then to keep it open themselves ?— No ; they would 
much rather the Lagan Company should do it and reheve item of “Y ‘“P™" 
sibility, and that they should have the benefit of it without hint, 1 1 J 

“‘of.’ tolther words, they want you and the Government to confer 

them, but to give nothing in return ?-Yes, they would certainly be = lad have 

it kept open without paying for it if they could manage it 

28 The v want other people's money to be spent on their behalt, is that 
The Lagan' Company is willing to take that nsk. 

2 9 . When you say the country is not ^***^*£$ 2 ^ 

mean that they want to have the money spent for 1 ~ , 

• return ? - 1 do not know what they want except that they are very „ urn to 
of its beiug kept open free of expense to them. , 

30. Are you aware of what has been the net annual I ™m canal up 

to the present time ?-Less than 50 1. per annum, or about 50 f. ^ 

0.108. *3 3'- J 
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31. Chairman.] From the Ulster, do you mean: — Yes. 

3_'. I thought we had it in evidence already that it was a losing concern?— 
Yes. The expenditure is 1,100 /. a-year; the income is about 50 /., therefore 
the loss is over 1,000 /. pi r annum. 

Colonel S nunder son.] A loss of 1,1 00 /. a-year. 

33. Mr. T. M. Hcaly.j A loss of 1,100 /. a-year. (To the TT'if/wf.) Do you 
propos - to bear that loss of 1,100 /. a-year? — No, we propose to try and turn it 
into a profit by working it in connection with our own navigation. 

34. Before I come to that, there is the rental out of the lands ? — And the rent 
is included in that 50 l. or 100 /. a-year. 

35. That cannot he so: — I think it is so. 

3d. Mr. Arthur O'CohmOJ*.] Are you speaking from your own knowledge ? — 
Yes, I may say I am. 

37. Do you know the amount paid by each of the tenants ? — No. 

38. Then, you have no knowledge of the fact : — 1 know the sum total as told 
me by the Secretary of the Board of Works. 

30. Then you are reporting what you have heard ? — Yes, but it has been 
given in evidence. 

40. That is only hearsay ?— I have heard it given in evidence. 

41. Mr. T. M. f/cali/.] According to the report, if I am in order in referring 
to it, during the five years ending March 1880, the receipts from tolls averaged 
50/. (or 55 /.), and the rents 131 /. ; how then can the 50 l. include rent and 
tolls ? — The whole thing is not more than about 100 /. per annum; the rents 
and the traffic together. 

42. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] How do you know that? — From the Secretary of 
the Board of Works. 

43. Mr. T. M. Healy.] Would not the rents be constant ? — No, they vary. 
The rents are all reduced in Ireland now. 

44. How is the property held ?— How do you mean? 

43. llow do these gentlemen, who pay rent, hold ; is it bv lease, or by judicial 
tenure : — I do not think there are any leases on the Ulster Canal. 

46. Perhaps that includes both canals. If that includes both that would 
account for it. 

47. I am to be taken as speaking of both canals ? — Probably you would be. 
right as regards both. Perhaps you would be. I was speaking of the Ulster 
Canal. There is a rent of 50 /. alone on Coal Island. 

48. Does your company propose then, at any rate so far as the leases go, so 
far as the rental goes, to take over this rental ? — Y’es. 

49. So that if you took the rtntal over and did nothing, you would have at 
least 100/. a year income accruing to the canal ?— But then we are bound 
under the Bill to keep the camil open in a fit state of repair. 

50. Supposing you had no money? — We have money. We have ample 
borrowing powers which we have never exercised under our own Bill. 

51 . That introduces an inquiry as to your finance. What is vour capital? — 
£. 80,000. 

52. Is it nominal or paid up ? — Paid up. 

5 .5. What are the charges on it? — There is a charge of 300 /. a year to the 
Government ; that is all. 

M- How are the shares held, are they held in blocks ? — In what we call stock, 
divided in unequal proportions, and held by a number of shareholders. 

5.5- Bet me ask you this: all your capital being called up; is it a limited 
liability company? — No. 

56. Then e\ eryoue of the shareholders in addition is liable for the debts of 
the company ? — That is a legal point, I suppose, but it is not a limited 
company, 

57. This becomes very important; do you lay it down thattotheexteDtaffcbe 
debts that may accrue, the shareholders of the Lagan Company will be liable 
for all the responsibilities accruing under this Bill? — May I ask you to repeat 
that ? 
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5 s - Is it your own opinion, or do you lav it down. < r do you -iv * tin* Co - 
initte,* the inforinatiou as your opinion, that til* o ni^ ion't:; i ~ uLi kt* 
upon v-iur Company of kee:»in j t ie canal ope . e i:’.i of y>ur shar o. '! t *r- v , i! I 
he liable tor, ?o lone: a- lie h .s any property that m iv b • s-ized r --l d • Si\ t - 

an opinion upon that at all ; that is aii'opini iu for a lawver t jh\-. i IV 
tliat our Companv is not a limited company. 

.5 Q. '• hat guarantee has the (’nminitteo, supposin'? they hau l v«n this 
this property, that is to say, to a company whose shares, as 1 under.-:. ir. i, are 
fully paid up, and as to who-e assets nr liabilities we pra. ticaliv kn v :: ; :h:nV 
that you will not close the canal n*xt day, on the ground that ir v.as nutTi 
paying cone. *rn, and had no assets ? — We are bound und r this Bill n ,r to 
close. For 20 or 30 years we have paid a small dividend by our own Company, 
and that has satisfied the Commissioners of Public Works that we are of 
surfi-.-ient standing and position to take over thi- undertaking. 

tin. You do not take my point. The Bill is only y«//*r, and there u.u-t be 
some means uf enforcing pujur besides an Act of Parliament, namely, «*;l-:i and 
assets. What I want to git at is. the mere tact thar you are bound under the 
Bill; have? you any assets by which the obligations under the Bill e.m be per- 
formed and maintained?— Yes; we have our canal undertaking, which i- mi!uo 
for 8(J,0UU and on which we have always paid a dividend. 

di. Do you maintain that if your canal wer.* put up in the market to-morrow 
it would fetch 80,000 /. ?— I do not kno.v what it would bring, 't here are 
many things put up in Ireland now that will not bring anything at all. 

0-2. You say that the sole charge on the Lagan Canal, the sole liability you 
are under now, is 300 l. a year r — Yes. 

t>;3- Have you no debts in addition / —Nothing hut our annual debts that we 
square off every year. 

O4. What are your assets besides the canal; how many lighters have you ? — 
The Company do not own lighters. 

63. Are not there lighters on the Ulster Canal and Tyrone Navigation? — 
The lighters, of course, ply along there, but they are owned by private indi- 
viduals. 

fid. Then, except the waterway, you own nothing? — Well, the Company have 
a steamer on Lough Neagh for towing these lighters. 

67. Bur, beyond the water-way, what arc the assets? — The stores and the 
land of both. 

68. What are they worth?— I do not know. 

Op. Have you been valued under the Valuation Acts iu Ireland ? — I suppose 
we are, for taxes. 

70. \\ ould you have any objection to say what poor rate you pay ; then 
we will get at it? — I would nut have any objection, if I knew, but I do not 
know. 

71. Have you no idea what the taxes are? — No. 

72. Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] You are the secretary, are you not? — Yes; but I 
did not anticipate such a question as that, and therefore did not come prepared 
to answer it. 


73. Mr. T. M. Hcaly .] You ask for power in the 5 th Section to borrow on 
mortgage the sum of 20,000 1. Is that 20,000 l. to be charged on the under- 
taking uhich would be granted by the Bill or upon your entire assets r As . 
understand, upon the entire undertaking, including the Lagan Navigation . 

74. Would you have any objections to insert a provision that the aort^gt 
should not affect the undertaking that you get, but that it should be c harged 
upon vour original property r — I think we should be entitled to borrow upon 
the entire undertaking. 

75. You think so ? — Yes. . .. . , 

76. Then you think it would be a fair thing that harmg got a gift of what 

has cost the State 300,000 you should in addition *• 

which you might lay out upon your original undertaking I— weU, I would not 
have put it in that way. I would have said. “ what is coating the State 1,000 1. a 
year, and for which they are getting no return. 
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77. Just allow me to convey my meaning. V ov will get an asset upon which 
you can charge 20,000 /., is there anything to prevent you spending that niouev 
if you please for the benefit of the original undertaking of the Lagan Company ' 
— I think the purpose for which the 20.000/. may be used is given m those 
Sub sections A., B., C. 

78. Iam aware of that, but who is to enforce the sub-section ?— I do not 
know. 

7*1. Can you tell mr— No, Iam not sufficiently versed in Parliamentary 
matters to know that. 

Sir Richard Wyatt ] Will the honourable Member forgive me for call- 
ing his attention to it. There is an express stipulation as to how it should 
he applied in the 5 th Clause. It is for the purpose of doing so and so and so 
and so. 

80-1. Mr. T. M. flatly.} I know; but my point is, if we once hand this over to 
this body, the Commissioners of Public Works having quite got riil of the 
charge of this matter, they would not care twopence what becomes of this 
thing. (To the Witness.) Would you have any objection to a clause being put 
in compelling them to expend this entire sum of 20.000 /. on the undertaking 
which you get under the Bill ? — Yes, certainly ; because wc may not borrow 
the 20,000 /. at all. We only take the power to borrow ; whatever we do borrow 
we shall he pieparcd to spend. 

5 2. But to spend it on the undertaking you get under the Bill? — Yes, I do 
not think wc should have any objection to that, subject to these sub -sections. 
For instance, we are allowed to <pend part of it on tiie purchase of animals and 
apparatus and other things, and to subscribe to any Company to be worked in 
connection with the canal. Of course, 1 mean keeping these provisions in lhe 
Bill. 

53. I put the question, you know, to the Lagan Company. Will you give a 
guarantee that any money raised on mortgage shall be spent in the interest of 
the Ulster Canal and the Tyrone Navigation, and not of the Lagan Company as 
it at present exists: — We would give a guarantee that any money borrowed 
under this clause should be spent for the purposes of the clause, and subscribed 
under the clause. 

84. You do not answer my question, you see ; will you undertake that your 
existing Company shall not benefit by the mortgage, but that the mortgage 
money shall lie spent on the Ulster Canal and the Tyrone Navigation works ? — 
That would be doing away with some of the sub-sections here in this Bill. 

8/,. You can answer my question ; yes or no? — No, I do not think so. 

8b. Then, as you would not be willing to do that, whv do you provide in the 
sub-section that the money is to lie spent “ For giving the Ulster Canal a navigable 
depth of five feet at lea^-t from end to end, and otherwise improving the works 
thereof ; (6) For the purpose of providing, by building or purchase, vessels, 
animals, and apparatus for the purpose of the carriage and hauling upon the 
said canals.’ that includes the existing Lagan Company? — lhe lighters that 
would pass on to the Ulster Canal would first, probably, pass over ours. 

# 7 - You have stated you own none ? — This gives power to buy them ; there- 
fore it would indirectly (I may say directly) contribute to the Lagan Canal. 

88. Does the Lagan Canal warn “ docking”? — No. 

89. Lockage ? — No, nothing. 

90. Is it water-tight ? — Yes. 

91. Does it want any expenditure of money upon it ? — No, nothing, except 
for the annual wear and tear. 

9 -- Then, apart from the question of animals and apparatus, would you be 
willing that any money raised on mortgage should not be spent on the Lagan? 
— Oh, certainly. 

93. In 1880 , as I understand, the e\idence was that the locks on tbe Lagan 
Canal and t!ie locks on the Ulster Canal and the Tyrone Navigation were of 
different widths ? — Yes, that is so. 

94. And that the lighters on the Lagan were too wide for the Ulster Canal 
and the Tyrone Navigation ? — Yes, that is correct. 

95 * &** 
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05. Roes that objection or obstruction still operate Yes, that is the reason 
®e require to take power to build these lichters, because the [resent li-hte-s 
will not go into the Ulster Canal. There are only very fctv that will an I ‘Hiw- 
fore we want more. 


po. As I understand this scheme now, it is a scheme in effect to knit the two 
ends of the country -covered by the entire water-way i— Yes. 

07. And to enable traffic to’go up to Belfast? Yes. 

08. How many existing lighters are there i — There are about 70 . 

up. What is their capital value?— Thev are valued at about 2.511 /. to non / 
each. They arc all owned by private individuals, and 1 cannot tell their value 
exactly. 

ion. Do you propose to build lighters for the purpose of running, what I 
will call, a thorough water-way . — Yes. 

101. How many do you propose to build ?— That we have not consicWes! : 
that would depend. 

102. Surely, seeing that the water-way is rot wide enough, and that 
the locks are different, you must have considered what you are goimr to dor — 
We would build a certain numb' r and try it, and add more as required. 

103. And the trade is at present yielding oO /. a year?— Trade is impossible 
upon the canal in its present state. 

104. When was trade possible on this canal r — Never in mv time. 

1 (»/■,. Then can you give the Committee the least idea of what the estimate of 
your company is of the trade that will accrue to them under this Bill r — Yes, I 
have prepared the estimate, which is given in that Blue Book. I have not 
prepared one since, but it is given iu the evidence there. It is <*iven in the 
evidence of R. Adams. 

100. What I want to get out is how much mney you are going to spend on 
the lighters ? — That is not decided. 

107. 1 think it should be put in the Bill r — We cannot put a tiling in the 
Bill as to which we do not know what will be required. 

108. Have you power to build lighters at present? — No, we have not. 

1 (>9. Then do you take power under the Bill ? — Yis. 

no. To build the lighters? — Yes. 

11 1. What, roughly, is your estimated traffic? — I could not tell you without 
the document, bur if you will give ine a few minutes I will find it for you. 

1 1 2. That is eight years ago th;,t you are referring to r — Yes ; we have never 
gone into the matter since. 

113. Have you not had occasion to consider this : — No. 

1 14. Then are you buying <l a pig in a poke r” — No ; we are acting upon that ; 
we have the same idea now as we had then. 

11,5. Are any of your Directors here?— Yes; the Chairman is here. 

116. Would he be prepared to say what it is estimated at ; — No; I think 
not. 

117. Then, do I understand you to say that so little have jour Directors 
considered the only traffic they would propose to get, that none of you can say 
what is the estimated traffic r— I can give it you from that. 

1 1 8. That is eight years ago ?— It is really an unknown quantity. We cannot 
be positively certain what traffic we can have. We know that in the towns that 
run alongside the canals there is a large traffic done, and we know that we can 
do a fair share of it. 

1 1 9. Does not the Great Northern Railway run alongside the water-way : 

At sonic parts of it. . 

120. Then they to some extent, at some places, would be a competing line 
with you ? — Yes, to some points. 

121 . That would affect vour traffic, would it not ?— No doubt 

122. Are there any lighters at all at the present time?— Yea, I think there 
are about eight or nine that will pass into the Ulster Canal now. 

123. On the Tyrone Navigation ? — On the I^gaa. 

124. Are they owned by the Government r — No; ? own most of them 
myself. 

1*5. You own them yourself ?— Yes. 

o.ioS. B ’- 6 - ^ 
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i 26. Are there any owned by the Government ? — None. 

1127. Then you would not get any wider the Bill ? — No. 

12K. Of course there is nothing to prevent the lighters you own on this 
navigation passing on into the Ulster Canal ? — There is nothing to prevent those 
specially narrow ones passing into the Ulster. They pass from the one to the 
other. 

rip. Your lighters are on the Lagan and not on the Ulster, are they not ? 

They are on the Lagan Navigation when they are at home, and they pass into 
the Ulst-r. 

130. They can pass ? — About six or eight altogether can pass into the Ulster 
Canal. 

131 . Have they ever done so ? — Yes. 

132. About what point ?— As far as Lough Erne. I have had them more 
than once, and they go to Monaghan pretty often. 

133. Then is the canal in a fit state at the present time to enable all this 
traffic to he done? — No ; once in a while you get a chance of going through, 
hut when there is only four feet you have to lighten your boat before you put 
her into the Ulster Canal. 

134. There is a difference of depth ? — There is a difference of depth, and also, 
1 may say, at low water there is scarcely any depth at all, and you have to watch 
your chance to get a boat through. That would not do for carrying on any- 
thing like a regular traffic. 

135. In those lighters do you carry your own goods ? — For the public. 

136. What are your charges from end to end ?— i can scarcely tell you at the 
present time. 

137. Are they in accordance with the tolls ? - Oh, yes. The tolls are very 
heavy on the Ulster Canal at present. They arc three times as much as they 
are in the Lagan Canal. 

13S. Three times?— Yes. 

13c). You, I think, are the gentleman who is principally interested in the. pass- 
ing of this Bill ? — I do not know that. The Company is far more interested 
than I am, I think ; 1 am the secretary. 

J40. The Company is far more interested, do you think? — I should think 
they ought to be. I am the secretary of the Company. 

141. The Company own no lighters, do they? — No, they (lo not; but they 
propose to do so. 

142. How many lighters do you own?— I own 14. 

143. And can you give any explanation of why it does not pay the Company 
to own lighters, when it pays you to do so? — They would have owned them 
long ago, but tjhey had no power under the Acts to own them, and it never 
occurred in the old days, I suppose. 

144. The Company had no power to own lighters in past times? — No. 

145. But they had power to allow private individuals to run them ? — Yes. 

146. Are you prepared to pay anything for getting this gift from the Govern- 
ment ?— No ; certainly not. 

t47. Then are you prepared to allow the Government to retain in their own 
hands any estate or property not connected with the water-way ? — I should 
think we should have no objection whatever to that. 

148. Would you then be prepared to agree that the rental, which you say 
amounts to 100 1 . a year, should be paid in relief of taxation in the counties of 
Monaghan, Fermanagh, and Tyrone ? — l do not know about that. That would 
be a question for the Board. I have not considered that. 

149. You only want the water-way, as I take it? — We would require to have 
tbe works connected therewith. There is no navigation that ought to be with- 
out some surplus land.; there is very little here. We require surplus land for 
putting up stores, or for letting to others who would do that. 

150. At any rate, any property not now in your possession. Would you have 
any objection that the rental for that property, if the Government are going to 

f ve you over the water- way, should he paid in relief of taxation in that way 
think we should. We think the Government is making a very good bargain 
in getting rid of tbe loss of 1,000 Z. a year, and I think we are entitled to the few 
pounds a year that come from the property to go towards our loss. 

151. Then 
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i jji. Then you think you will make a loss of this, do you? — The present loss 
1 speak of? We hope to make a profit, or we would not take it ; hut it is only 
a hope. There is the risk of its not making a profit. 

i ijj. Do we understand that you would promote a Bill in Parliament at a 
large expense, and take over this thing if there was much of a risk ? — Well I, 
do not know. I say we hope to make a profit ; but there certainly is a risk 
attached to it. 

i. 'Jo- What was the last dividend you paid? — One and a quarter, I think it 
was. Our average dividend is li per cent, per annum during the 30 years- 

154. Is that on the 80,000/.? — Yes. 

155. Docs that pay the interest on the money to the Government?— Yes. 

156. In your former evidence, at Question 1778, you are asked this: 

“ Assuming that it would bo sufficient, and that your estimate of the traffic is 
correct, so that after paying 1,000 /. a year for maintenance there would be a 
profit of close on 1 ,000 /. a year over and above all expenses, don’t, you tihink 
it would be worth the while of your Company to take the Canal if they could 
get it. for nothing, and to lay out 10,000/. upon it”; and you say, "I think it 
would’'? — Y«s. 

157. Is that your opinion still ?— Certainly. I think it may be worth while 
to try it, certainly. 

1^8. Then have you no power without the Act of Parliament to raise this 
money on mortgage? — Not for the purposes of the Ulster Canal. We have 
ample powers on the Lagan Navigation, which we have not exercised, to raise 
money, but for the purposes of the Ulster Canal we have no powers, except they 
are given under this Bill. 

1511. If your Company consider that, if you get this quarter of a million 
worth of property for nothing, it would pay you to raise 10,000 /. to lay out 
upon it, then what is to prevent your Company at the present time putting their 
hands into their pockets and finding 10,000/. without getting any mortgage 
powers ? — The Company, without the present Bill, would not have power to 
take, the Ulster Canal at any price, or expend a penny upon it. 

160. 1 know that, but you arc now asking for a mortgage, in addition ?— We 
are asking for power to get money to spend on the Ulster Canal, which we have 
not got under the present Act. _ . 

ifij. That mortgage would be charged partly on the Ulster Canal, would 
not it? — On the united system. 

162. On the united system ? — Yes. 

163. Would you be prepared to get power to enable you to raise the 20,000/. 
on your existing property, without touching the Ulster Canal?— That is a 
question. 

164. You are not prepared ? — No. 

it>5. Were you prepared in 1881 to do so? — No. . 

,66. You do not consider that this question conveys that answer r—Ger- 


tainlv not. , _ A 7 , , 

167. What is the capitalised value of this rental of 120 1 or 130 /. a year 

I could not tell you at all. . , 

168. You are not prepared to surrender that ?— No, certainly. 

169. With regard to the leaseholders, have you gone mio the question ot 
the leaseholders who hold in Tyrone 1 In what respect? 

170. Is not the lease of one of the gendemen nearly run out; the Tile Com- 
pany ?-I have a copy of the rental, if you would like to see it. 

171. Will you oblige me with it?— This is it ( handing tn the same). 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] I think, Mr. Chairman, it would be very desirable 
that we should have a copy of the rental put in ? 

Chairman .] Is that it that you have there ? 

Mr. T. M. Ilealy .J Yes. 

,72. Chairman (to the Witness)^ You put that in, do youf-Yes, if you 
wish. I The document is handed in.) ,. j -. • T . 

o.,o8. B 2 ,73 ’ 1 
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173. That is the rental of property held by the Commissioners of Public 
"Works ? — Yes. 

174. Mr. 7'. M. Healy.] If the recommendation of the Royal Commission 
that this property, instead of being handed to you for nothing, should he put 
up to public competition, were adopted, can you give any estimate of what it 
would fetch in the market?— Yes ; nothing at all. 

175. Would the gentlemen who pay the rental of 150 l. give nothing fur it? 
— I am only speaking from what there is public knowledge of, namely, that they 
invited offers in the newspapers by advertisement, and there was nothing forth- 
coming. 

176. Would the gentlemen, in your opinion, who pay 150 1 . a year pay nothing 
to have that 150 l. annually extinguished? — I can only speak from what has 
been done. The Board of W'orks advertise in the papers asking for offers, and 
there were no offers coming forward at all. We came forward afterwards and 
said we would take it. 

177. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.'] For nothing? — For nothing, certainly. 

178. Mr. T. M. Healy .] In case you failed to work the canal, would you 
have any objections that the canal should, after a certain period, revert to the 
local Grand Juries or to any future body that might be appointed to succeed 
them under a Local Government scheme '( Jt is left in ( Ixibio , if l may say so. 
Here is the provision in the Bill at the top of page 4, Clause 8, “ (/>). The 
Company shall keep the said canals open for navigation, and in a fit state of 
repair, and provision may be made for the forfeiture of the said canals by the 
Company and the reverter thereof to the Commissioners in default being made 
by the Company in such undertaking.” Would you have any objection to say 
that the “ may ” should be turned into c * shall ” ? — l do not think so ; if we 
cannot make it a success, we should not care who it goes to after that. 

17.O. Would you have any objections in case you get this canal to undertake 
that the towns along the banks, or the Grand Juries of the counties, should, as is 
often provided in the case of Private Bill undertakings with regard to railways 
where there is a guarantee given, should have some power of appointing gentle- 
men on the directorate in a modified sense ?— I do not think we would agree to 
that. 

^ 180. Would you not allow the Grand Jury of Tyrone, or the Grand Jury of 
Fermanagh, or the Grand Jury of Monaghan, or the Grand Jury of Derry, to 
have any representation on your Board ?— No. If this canal system is taken 
over the shareholders of the Lagan Navigation Company, and they alone, would 
have the right to appoint directors. We would not consent to an outsider 
coming in to sit on our Board and we have no power to consent. 

181. If power was conferred upon you would you be willing to consent?— 
No : we would not accept it. 

182. Then you will take no public supervision of an independent character? 

Not of that character, I should think. We are under the supervision of the 

Commissioners of Public Works. 

183. Will you show me how it is to be enforced. Will you point out to me 
anything in this Bill whereby, if you once get seisin of this Canal, you cannot 
snap your fingers at the Board of Works?— All I can say is that the board of 
Works thought that they were sufficiently protected, and that the public 
interest was sufficiently protected ; but I am sure the Company would not 
object to the supervision of the Board of Works if you wished to put that in 
in any shape. 

184. Who drew the Bill? — The Parliamentary agents, Messrs. Wyatt 

185. Was it submitted to the Board of Works? — It was. 

i8ti. Did they make any alterations? — Yes, there were several alterations 
made in it. 

187. You are aware that with regard to the question of the Bann Drainage 
there is considerable feeling, are you not ?— Yes. 

188. Would you have any objection to provide that in case the works are 
made in the Lower Bann, under proposed legislation at the present time, and in- 
case the level of Lough Neagh may be lowered, you shall not be entitled to 

compensation 
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compensation ? — We have no objection whatever to the level of Lougli Neagh 
being lowered to summer level, which does not injure anybody at all, and that 
would be quite sufficient for our navigations. We would not ask any compen- 
sation for that. 

l8q. The objection is that the locks may be entirely cleared away from the 
navigation ? — The present proposals of the Government are that the water 
levels shall not be lowered below summer level. There are two distinct 
propositions regarding it. 

it)o. You said that the proposition of the Government is to lower the 
summer level ? — No ; to lower not below the summer level. 

191. Then are you acquainted with Bill which Mr. Balfour has yet to 
introduce ? — No, but I know from local information, not received from the 
Government at all, but from local sources, that the proposition is not to 
lower below summer level. 

192. Then you know that is what the Government intend? — I know that is 
the idea. 

193. May 1 ask you how you acquired that information?—! have had it from 
people in the neighbourhood, 

194. From common people or from officials: — No, not from officials, not 
Government officials. 

19.5. Not from Government officials? — No. 

196. In case the locks on the Lower Bann are cleared away, and Lough 
Neagh is reduced below summer level, would you be entitled to compensation ? 

If that were done the Newry Navigation and’ the Lagan Navigation would be 

destroyed, and we would of course* require compensation. It would destroy the 
whole water-way. , , , _ 

197. And would the fact that you had got the Ulster Canal and the Tyrone 
Navigation into your hands increase your demand for compensation? 

I should think it ought to, but it is scarcely worth while making that pro- 
position, because we arc quite satisfied with the summer level. The “summer 
level” does not injure anybody. 

1 <j8. Would you have any objection to a clause being put m to tlie Bill to 
the effect that no works on the Lower Bann or Lough Neagh shall affect or 
entitle you to compensation? — Notil you add the words, ‘provided that it be 
not lowered below summer level,” but we should object to its being lowered 
below summer level, and so would all the other navigations too. 

100 Then practically, if this Bill passes and the. Ilann is interfered with, you 
may acquire a vested right to compensation ?~No. If this Bill passes the 
matter is in no worse position than at the present time, because the existing 
navigations would be ruined, and ihey would come for very large compensation 

against the Government. . . , , 

200 Would you Toe willing to provide that you should get no increased com- 
pensation by reason of the Ulster Canal and the Tyrone Navigation :-l do not 

th 201 ^ You°do^not think it would be reasonable ?~I do not think it would be 

r<! M2. a Tl.en the passage of this Bill might give you a vested interest?- 
I think that the possibility is so very remote that it is not worth oon- 

S1< 2n3°Yet you would not he willing to sacrifice it ?-I do not think 1 
should. 


Colonel Saunderson.-} I should like to ask you a few question about the 
A report was alluded to, I think, by Mr. Healy adverse to the Canal, was 


204. 

Canal. A report v 

itnoti-Ye^ |pealingj ae receipts from the canal have been nill- 


205. 


Yes. 


206. 


What do you ascribe that fact to?-To the state of the Canal. 
*" na. uo yuu ..... only 


"• — Yes At the hast there is only a 4 -feet 
207. That is want , there it 'passage through it 


draught, and for a great part of the year 
at all 8 You cannot be sure of getting boats through. 
.0.108. B 3 
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208. And also the leakage of the canal? — Yes, the water runs out through 
the banks ; tlie banks are leaky. 

209. They are not watertight ?— No. 

210. Was that from the quality of the soil or from want of care in making 
tiie canal or keeping it up?— 1 think there arc two points on the canal where it 
is very much caused by the nature of the soil ; the structure. 

211. And in that case, to make it. watertight, it would require puddlimr? 

Yes, it would. 

212. Then in former times did a lighter starting from Belfast or Lough Neagh 
find difficulty in obtaining access to the towns on Lough Erne owing to shoals? 
— Yes, very great difficulty. You could not he sure of getting through it. 

213. Therefore you could not depend upon the navigation of the Loimh for 
creating assets for the can.il? — No. 

214. Is that position changed at the present moment? — No, it is not. 

215. Is it the case at rhe present moment that the Government have spent a 
large sum of money in clearing away shoals in Lough Erne ? — Yes ; I believe 
they have spent some 30,000 1 \ I understand so. 

21b. Therefore is it the case that shoals, which in former times interfered 
with lighters proceeding to the towns along Lough Erne, are now removed ? 
— So I understand. 

217. Would that, in your estimation, lead to an increase of traffic on the 
canal ? — Yes, I .should think it would. 

218. Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] Are you speaking from your own knowledge?— 
Partly from my own knowledge. 1 have been up at Lough Erne ami have had 
my lighters through there, so that I can speak from knowledge of it. 

219. Mr. Russell.] Do you think that if the canal system worked as the Lagan 
Company is prepared to work, it will be remunerative?-— I believe it will. 

220. D.i you know anything of the opinion of the traders and people in the 
localities it passes through ?— Oh yes. I have records here of meetings held in 
all the 1 owns interested along the route, and there has been a perfectly unani- 
mous expression of opinion in favour of this Bill passing, and the canal beino- 
put in order and not stopped. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Certainly. 

221. Mr. Russell,'] Would it be correct to sav that these traders and other 
people in the. locality wish this canal system kept open at the expense of the 
country ? — No, they would not wish that. 

222. Of course if they send goods, l suppose they want the canal kept open 
for the purpose of carrying those goods ? — Yes. 

223. They would have to pay for that, I suppose? — Yes, they would have to 
pay for that. They would not wish to expend their money on it if they could 
gel anyone else to keep it open without. 

224. Is this canal system the only means of regulating the charges of the 
Gi eat Northern Railway Company ? — I do not know whether it is the only 
means. It is the only competing line. 

225. That is what I meant?— Yea, certainly. 

226. If this canal system is closed, the Great Northern Railway can charge 
what they like almost throughout the entire province of Ulster, can they not, 
at least throughout the entire district? — Yes. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] “What they like*’? 

Mr. Russell.] Yes. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] Are not there Railway Commissioners 

227. Mr. Russell.] The honourable Member knows that i3 a very difficult 
tribunal to get at; (To the Witness.) This navigation is worked now at a loss 
of 1,000/. a-yvar to the Government 1 — Yes. 

228. Would you have any objection to insert a clause that if the company 
proposes at any time to part with this canal it should revert to the Board of 

Works, 
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Works, or tli.it notice should be given to public bodies?— No; we should not 
have any objection to that. 

229. You are willing to provide that before the company parts with the canal 
in tiny way whatever notice should he given to the public, bodies? 

Chairman.] With the Ulster Canal? 

Mr. RttsselL] Yes. 

Witness.] No, we have no objection to that. 

230. When I say “ the public bodies interested in it,” 1 mean such as the 
grand juries, boards of guardians, and town commissioners, in the various 
counties through which it runs ?— We should have no objection to that. 

231. Regarding the lessees of Coal Island, have you any objection to give 
those people the right to purchase out their interest r— No, I think not. 

232. You would be willing to do that?— Yes, we should be willing to do 

^033. And in cases where they declined to do that you would be willing to 
renew the leases?— Yes; we should be willing to renew the leases, I think, on 
the present terms. 

234. On the present terms ? — I think so. 

o-iK You fl think ” so ; are you prepared to do it ?— We would be willing to meet 
them in any matter ; at any rate, we should be willing to renew the leases, and 
not wish to charge them anything on the tenanis’ improvements, it there is 

any thins: in that. . , , 

236. 1 understand a number of the lessees are anxious and willing to pur- 
chase their interest. You have no objection to allow them to do that . No, 

237. And. in the other case, can you say that you would he willing to renew 
the present leases We would be willing to renew the leases without charging 
for tenants' improvements. If the land is of any more value, we might propose 

tU ^B^Thatls hardly the question I ask you. You have got a losing 
in your hand, the representatives of Mr. Robert King or Mr. John btevenson, 
fo/example ; Mr. Silane, the Tile Company, and others at want to 

have no doubt, greatly improved that property themselves. What I want to 
know is this : Ito you claim the right in renewing these leases to 6x a new rent . 
— Yes, they are satisfied we should do so, j T „, on f 

2 3 y. On what ground ? I aa, representing them here as well as you aodl « ant 
to know on what ground you propose to reserve to • youralves 1 £ 
new rent when you have done nothing for the land <- Well, the whole rental 

a 240 ' 1 ThltTa’ve^'smln' matter to the Lagan Navigation Company, but it is . 
a very law n alter for the people interested l-I do not believe the Company 
would quibble '.bout a pound ol two a year ; that is what it would come to, it 

W0 ^ riouTbleto 1 say now on behalf of the Company, that yon would 

renew those^eases on the present rents 1 -Yes ; I believe the Company would do 
that. 

242. Chaim ».] DO we understand you to be authorised to . say for the 
Company that they would r— Yes, Sir, I say that. 

243. Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] I think you are the Secretary to theLaganNavi- 

S 1™. C Y~7S 6 us what the valuation of „ could 

not tell yon off-hand ; you mean the Government 1 aluanon 

245. Yes ?— I cannot, tell you oft- hand. orwonld be supposing this 

246. You cannot tell us what your thro.^ Me t0 part6 that are 

canal to be open ?— I can tell you wh, „ ^ Ulster 

used at presont; but I cannot tell you what the rate migm 

Canal. . t cou jd no t tell you what the rate 

247. You have made no estimate ^ i tel | the r£tes t0 

would be when the canal would be put 10 oioer , 
existing places. 
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248. You have been connected with the Lagan Company for a good many 
years, have you not ? — Yes, I have. 

249. This scheme of taking over the Ulster Canal has been before your mind 
very often for many years, has it not? — Yes; the Bill has been promoted for 
four or live years. 

2, 'jo. You made a calculation as to possible traffic, working expenses, and 
income ? — We have made no further calculations since that calculation which is 
referred to in this Report of tlu* Royal Commission. 

251. Have you made calculations with regard to working expenses aud the 
income? — No, we have not. 

252. Your Chairman is here, but you say he cannot give any more informa- 
tion than you can ? — I did not say so ; but 1 say we have not done that. If 
you wish to ask the Chairman any question no doubt he will be able to answer 
it for you. 

953. I think you said, in reply to another member of the Committee in regard 
to certain points upon which you could not give information, that the Chairman 
was here, but could not give information l—l forget wliat the question was. 

2.54. Do you remember the answer?— I did say that with regard to one 
question. 

255. You told us also that the Lagan Navigation Company have no lighters? 
— Yes. 

256. You told us that you, in your individual capacity, own certain lighters? 
— Yes. 

257. And those lighters are employed in working the Lagan Canal ? — Yes. 

258. And would be employed to work the Ulster Canal ?— Yes, some of them ; 
those we could get up there. 

259. Under Section 5 of this Bill I see it is proposed that if the sum of 
20,000 l or anything under it is borrowed on mortgage by the Company, it may 
be employed for a variety of purposes ; one of which is for the purpose of 
subscribing to any company or association for carrying goods upon the said 
canals ? — Yes, that is one of them. 

2fio. Is there any reason, therefore, why, if this money, whatever it may be, 
so borrowed, some of it might not be used by the Company for subscribing to 
your lighter interest ?— I could not tell you what the possibilities are. I do not 
know at all about that. They could subscribe to any company. 

2C1. That is the proposal, is it not? — I do not know that they ever had any 
thought of anything of the sort. 

262. Certainly nor. I am only contemplating remote possibilities ; but the 
fact is that this Bill does provide certain borrowing powers, and that the sum 
raised on those borrowing powers may be, in whole or in part, diverted to sub- 
scriptions to external enterprises connected with carrying goods on the canal ? 
— Yes, that is the clause, 1 think. 

263. You, in your private capacity, are the owner of lighters working on the 
Lagan Canal ? — Which would also work upon the Ulster Canal if the Lagan 
Company obtained it. 

264. Did not you say that under your own Bill you have at present ample 
borrowing powers? — So far as the Lagan Navigation Conipanj* is concerned. 

265. I believe the Ulster Canal is 44 miles long r — Yes. 

266. Have you walked it or traversed it r — I have. 

267. > ou know the land well ? — Well, I know the line of the canal well. 

268. It varies in width ? — Not very much. 

269. But still, it does vary r — Yes ; but not very much. 

270. What is the nature of the land through which it passes ; is it good land 
or bad land r 1 think on the 44 miles there is good, bad, and indifferent. 

27 1 . Suppose there were no water there and no canal, what do you think 
would be the area of the land over the whole of that stretch of 44 miles?— I 
really cannot tell you that ; I have not an idea. 

272. You have never estimated the superficial area of the land belonging to 
the canal ?— No, I have not. 

273. What do you say would be the very lowest estimate of the fee-simple 
value of the land, as land, apart from the canal undertaking? — I really do not 

know 
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know what it would be worth. It would be worth hut a trifle, I should say 
because a narrow strip right through the country would not be very valuable to 
anybody. 

274. f low many tens of thousands of acres are there ?— “Tens of thousands !” 
I should not think there would be any “tens of thousands.” 

275. On that 44 miles r — No, I should not think so. It is a very narrow 
strip. 

276. How many thousands of acres, then?— I say that I cannot give you the 
area of it at all, but just from my own notion I should not think that. 

277. You would not urge that it was less than 1,000 acres, would you? — No, 

I really could not tell you what it was. I have not made any estimate of it, or 
measure. 

278. It is a very narrow strip. Still the hind, as land, good, bad, or indifferent, 
has a certain value, has it not ? — I should think so ; some value. 

279. And, apart from its workability or un workability as a canal, is the mere 
piece of land itself a valuable thing to obtain ? — I think the value would be very 
Jiltle unless used as a canal, because, as I say.it is a mere narrow strip running 
for 44 miles ; and I do not know of what use it would be, except for grazing 
patches. 

280. Has it not been already recommended that this canal should be aban- 
doned ? — Yes. I think that was practically the recommendation of the Com- 
mission. 

281. Would it not still remain property of a certain value if it was abandoned 
as a canal? — Yes; it would still have whatever value there is in the land, I 
suppose 

282. The Board of Works, I believe, hold it as mortgagees in possession, do 
not they? — I am not quite certain about how they hold it. 

283. You may take it from me that it is so ? — Yes. 

284. And say that it is a worthless asset, as things stand now? -So they 
count it. 

285. Supposing they came again into the position of mortgagees in posses- 
sion, oil your failing to make it answer, how would their position be benefited? 
—You sec, in addition to the present, they would have the security of the Lagan 
Navigation. They would have 1,200 1 . a year, which would be more than the 
cost of keeping up the canal, even at the present price, the present annual cost, 
60 that they would be covered. 

28fi. Do you seriously contemplate the possibility of the Board of Works 
selling or realising the Lagan Navigation Canal in respect of a li.ibility incurred 
for the working of the Ulster Canal? -Certainly not; because we think 
we will never give them the opportunity. We intend to try and make it a 
success. 

287. I am asking yon to assume that this Ulster Canal proves in the future 
no more valuable as a working concern than it lias proved in the past, and 
then, on that assumption, do you mean to represent to us that you seriously 
contemplate the possibility of the Board of Works selling up or foreclosing on 
the Lagan Navigation Canal? — I do not know at all ; I never forecast anything 
about it. I do not know what they would do. 1 know that latelv they laid 
hold upon a small railway company in the north that did not come tip to its 
obligations; and perhaps they would do the same thing with us; I suppose 
they would. 

288. Mr. Russell.] As to the value of the land if the canal stopped; it is 

? four feet deep now ? — Yes. . 

289. That would always be a receptacle for water ? — It would, unless it was 
filled up. 

290. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] Only half filled up now ?— Oh, no. 

29 1 . In parts - Oh, no ; it is four feet deep, but there is not always water to 
fill up the four feet ; it would be always there. 

292. Mr. Russell] Suppose the thing was stopped as a canal, I am speaking 

of the value of the land, it would be always a receptacle for water, would it not ? 
— Certainlv, unless filled up. „ . A 
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*293. And it would cost a great deal more to fill it up than it would be worth 
I suppose? — So I should think. 

294. Mr. T. M. Mealy.] May 1 ask you one or two .|iu!st:ious more, please? 

— Certainly. 

2g<j. In your opinion, if the canal were worked, it would hardly affect the 
drainage of the district? — Not at all. 

296. You think there would be no fluod ? -Not at all. 1 do not think it 
affects the drainage in the slightest. 

297, Have you estimated the cost under your fifth section of giving this 
depth of five feet, and what that would cost you ? — Yes ; we have looked into 
that. It would be something like about 10,000 /. 

•298. Would there not be some stanching to make the canal watertight? — 

That would include everything. 

299. That was the estimate of Mr. King, I think, or of Mr. Adams?— Mr. . 
Adams. 

300. Then say 10,000/.; and what rate of interest do you pay; do you 
borrow the money at four per cent. : — 1 should think not exceeding four per cent. 

301. Four per cent, on 10,000/. is how much?— That would be 400/. a 
year. 

302. And the canal now pays 50 l a year. Do you expect to get traffic to 
pay the interest on that mortgage of 10,000 /. ? — Yes, wc du expect that. 

303. You estimate the traffic at over 400 /. a year? — Yes. 

304. I see here, with regard to wliat I said as to the drainage of Lough 
Neagh, that the following questions were put : — “Question 1505,” this is to 
Mr. Manning; he is the engineer of the Board of Works, is not he ?-- He is. 

305. “ Then if you lowered Lough Neagh from two to four feet, you should 

give up the Ulster Canal Navigation altogether }—(A.) Not necessarily ; but if you 
lowered Lough Neauh, it would involve the construction of another chamber 
and a lower sill at the entrance of the canal, another at the Lagan Canal, and 
another at the first lock of the Newry Canal.” Then the next question is : 
“What, in your opinion, would be the probable expense of those locks ! (..4.) 

I would not like to give an estimate of that without consideration. ( Q .) Roughly, 
about how much do you think ii would her (A.) I daresay they would cost 
about 10,000/.” Then, if Lough Neagh were lowered, and you were put to 
the expense of 10,000 /., would you consider you had any claim upon the Govern- 
ment lor that money ’—That brings me back to what I said before. If Lough 
Neagh is not lowered bulow summer level, all we want to do with the Ulster 
Canal is included in the 10,000/. If it were lowered below summer level, it 
would destroy all the navigations existing at present, and the consequence would 
be heavy claims from all the navigations. 

306. How many feet would be necessary to raise this expense, the 10,000/. 
spoken of by Mr. Manning? — I cannot give you feet or incheu. 

307. “ If you lowered Lough Neagh from two to four feet, you should give 
up the Ulster Canal Navigation altogether.” “ No,” he says ; “but it would 
involve 10,000/. expense.” Wliat is the difference? — But that is notin con- 
nection with the Ulster Canal; but that is in connection with all the navigations. 

The others would require to lower their locks, whether we got the Ulster Canal 
or not. 

308. Would you be satisfied if a provision were put into this Bill, such as is 
often put into railway Bills, that you would make those repairs, and about in- 
creasing the depth, and so on, within a limited time ? — In the Ulster Canal, do 
you mean? 

309. Yes? — The intention is to do it within three years, I think. 

310. Are you prepared to have that put in the Bill ?— I do not that we could 
object to it ; that is to say, unless there should be some obstacle that we did not 
at all foresee. 

311. Five feet within three years 7 — That is not exactly what I said. I said 
the intention is to do it within three years, unless some obstacle that we did not 
at all foresee comes in the way. 

312. That being so, I understood you to say yon would have no objection to 
having it put in the Bill ? — I do not think we should be bound down to tbatj 

we 

Printed image digilised by llie University of Southampton library Digitisation Unit { \ rj 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ULSTER CANAL AND TYRONE NAVIGATION BILL. 


'9 


7 June 1888.] 


Mr. Rea. 


[ Continued. 


I do 


we cannot get people, to carry out contracts in the stipulated time often, 
not think we should, be. bound so strictly as that. 

31-3. “Wind and. weather permitting.” What is the longest tine you would 
^isli ) — I think we should have five years if you are going to bind us. We 
should not object to five years. 

314. Would you have any objection, in case it became desirable under a Local 
Government system for the town of Belfast, and the surrounding counties of 
Derry, Monaghan, Fermanagh, and Tyrone, to acquire the entire undertaking 
as it will now be constituted, to its being provided that it might be so ? — In- 
cluding the Lagan Canal? 

315. Yes ? — I think we should have to consult our shareholders before giving 
any opinion upon that point. 

316. Have you any guarantee or promise from the Treasury of any sum of 
money if this Bill passes ?— No ; we have no guarantee from them at all. 

317. When you were trying to pass this as a public Bill, what was the under- 
standing with the Treasury ?— In what respect? 

318. Mow many times have you tried to pass this as a public Hill r — Since 

i884, it has been in every Session, and never came to a hearing ; it was blocked 
everv Session. . 

310. It was blocked every Session, and very properly ?— Except the nrst time 
when ir passed the Committee after second reading, and came down to the 
House and was then blocked. 

320. Had you any undertaking or guarantee from the Government then that 
the Treasury would give yon any sum of money ?— I think not. 

321. You think not? — I think not. 

322. Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] Was there an understanding ? —There was an 
understanding that we should have borrowing powers. 

303 Mr T. M. Heali /.] Was there any understanding that the Government 
should make any advance of money ?— No, there was nor. There was an 
understanding that we should have borrowing powers : that was in the Bill. 

324. Do yon remember Mr. Courtney being Secretary to the Treasury r— 
I do. 


52?. Had you any interviews with him >— 1 think so. 

326. Had you any interview with Mr. Jackson, the Secretary of the Treasury r 


—No. 


007. Had your directors ? — No. 

- ■ - — -• — ! w ith Mr. Fowler, Secretary to the Treasury?— 


328. Had you any interviews ^ 

320. With Lord Frederick Cavendish ?— No. 

,30. Was there no understanding, promise, or undertaking that fer - 
ment would lend yon money f-Yes, there was an understanding, and there 
was an undertaking in the first Hill that we should have power to borrow from 

the Government 10,000 1 . T , • j 

331 Were the Government to lend you the money ?— They said so. 

. ... : 9 T +Viinlr en 


212 Had you that in writing ? — I think so. . T , 

38 • — /, , produce the correspondence r Ido 


333- Would you have any objection to 

110 3 34 ° Mav e *y oil* got it? — I do not think 1 have it here. 

335- Mr. r. M. H'aly ] Well, Mr, Chairman, as weteve power ta send for 


should know exactly what is the 
to get toe 1U,UUU \ rAC idin(Y in the lock cottages along the 


persons, papers, and records, 1 claim that we 

• Go vi 

le W , — . , - 

more questions. Are there any labourers residing in the lock cottages along 


canal r — Not that I am aware of. 


mai r — ul iuw> a wu . , , i 

036. Are there no lock ^-Ohjes, there amlock men^ ^ ^ ^ 


", Would you have any objection to providing in the Bill that no qect- 

menTshonld be' brought against any person having any holding on the canal 
racept with the of the Board of Works f-Uo youmean any servant, of 

the Company. , 

338. Any ejectment ?— Of the lock-keepers r . 


339. Any ejectment; that you shall not bring any ejectment in respect^of 
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the Ulster Canal and Tyrone Navigation which you acquire, except with the 
consent of the Board of Works ? — If I understand the. question right, if the 
question is, Would we not take power to change the servants of the Company, 
the lock-keepers, or others ; X certainly say wc would not agree to any such 
thing. We must have power to change any servant wo like. 

340. That is not mv question ; my question is, Would you have any objec- 
tion to joining the Board of Works in all ejectments in respect of the land and 
tenements you acquire under this Act? — If wc take over the canal under this 
Act, we. must have full power of control over the servants of llie canal. 

341. That is not my question again. Would you have, any objection to 
undertake that the Board of Works should be. joined with you in all ejectments 
you bring in respect of this undertaking? — Wc do not want the Board of Works 
or anybody else to join with ns after we. take over the concern. We. must 
manage it in our own way if we are to make, it succeed. 

342. Then your answer is that you would objccr. ? — Certainly. 

343. Would you object to insert a provision in the Bill that in the counties 
of Tyrone, Monaghan, or any of those adjoining counties through which the canal 
runs you shall acquire no right of franchise in respect of the proposed Bill?— 
I did not quite catch the question. 

344. You are aware that there is such a thing as a freehold vote, I presume 7 
-Yes. 

345. Would you have any objection to providing that the members of the 
Navigation Company shall acquire no franchise under the Bill? — I do not think 
we w ant to interfere as to that. 

Sir Richard Wyatt .] Perhaps tho honorable Member will allow mo to 
remind him that it is impossible that such power should be put in this 
Bill, this being a private Bill. You cannot alter the general law of 
the land by a private Bill. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Then my objection remains. Would this Bill confer 
a franchise. 

Witness.] I do not know. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Perhaps you could answer that question, Sir 
Richard ? 


Sir Richard Wyatt.] Which question r 

Mr. T. M. Healy."] Would the Bill confer a franchise ? 


Sir Richard Wyatt.] Nothing more than the general law would. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Precisely ; does not the acquisition of a taxable 
freehold in those counties give the right of franchise ? 


Sir Richard Wyatt!] I am unable to say. 

346. Mr. T. M. Healy.] Quite so. (To the Witness.) Would you have any 
objection to put in the Bill that in case your company becomes wound up, the 
projects you acquire under this Act should not become an asset in bankruptcy r 
— 1 do not catch the meaning of that. 

347. Would you have any objections in case your company is wound up or 
becomes bankrupt, that this asset which you np"' acquire shall not be put in 
as a portion of your bankruptcy assets ? — I do not know, I am sure. 

Sir Richard Wyatt!] There, again, Sir, you interfere with the general 
law. 


348. Mr. T. M. Healy.] Quite so. (To the Witness.) Have you any ob- 
jection to that?— I do not know realty what we would object to. 

349. Mr. Arthur O' Cormor!] I should like to ask with regard to an answer 

just, given, namely, that the anticipated traffic would be equal to at lea^t 400 • 
a year, upon what data, speculative or otherwise, is that estimate based ? —It is 
based on the estimate that was made some years ago, and on our knowledge 
of the towns along the line at tho present time and the traffic to be done a 
them. Tflben 
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050. "When I asked you whether you bad made an estimate of the working 
expenses and the anticipated traffic and the income, you said that you had 
not made such an estimate : —Yes ; I say so still. 


not made such an estimate r — 1 cs ; 1 say so stiu. 

351, Now, what do you mean by saying you will have at least 400 l. 
a year 7 — I say, if the thing is to do any good at all, it must make more than 400 1 . 


a year. 

3'j2- I do not want you to put it hypothetically r — That is the only way I can 
put it, because I repeat that we have not made any estimate of it 

Then why did you say 400 L, because you said it absolutely without any 
qualification ?— No ; excuse me. 


qualification l\o ; excuse me. 

I will have the. question read if necessary ; but you unquestionably and 
without any qualification said you would have 400 l. a year, sufficient to cover 
the interest on the 10,000 l. ? — I could not say without any qualification that we 
would have 400 l. a year or 400 pence, but I believe that we would have much 
more than 400 L . „ „ . . , , 

355. You did not mention any qualification ? -Perhaps you would have the 
question road. 

Mr. Russell.'] He modifies it now, at all events. 


35G. Mr. Arthur O’ Connor.'] Now, I will ask you what is the basis of the 
calculation r — I have told you that. 

or 7 , That there is no basis?— There has been no actual estimate made up 
vet 'hut from our knowledge of the towns, and of the trade to be obtained from 
the* towns along the line, we think we should make the thing a success and have 
more than 400 l. a year to pay the expenses. . 

358. I want you to put into words that knowledge winch you say justifies 
your estimate ? — I do not understand what you want . 

iso You have certain knowledge according to which you are satisfied m 
Jr own mind that you mil have an income of at least 400 ?. a year t . 
wish you to convey to us in words what that knowledge consists off— I cannot 
convey it to vou any more definitely than I have done. I say from our knowledge 
orilm town’ ‘aud the trade done along the line of the uaviganoas and ftom 
sendiit'v lighters occasionally up there, we believe we can make this a success , 
hut nearer® Ilian that 1 cannot go, because wo have prepared l no ot ^; d 

3(10. It is a sort of floating impression which you cannot reduce into nxed 
terms ' 1 cuunot come closer thau that to it. . ... 

36,'. You can give us no returns showing what the traffic in the "etghbour- 
hootl is?— No, returns arc not possible, because the thing has not been tued. 

360 Mr Salt.'] Is there any arrangement or agreement either direct or indirect 

bv which the Company is to receive any money from .the Governnient 
There is an understanding ihat they are o receive » ° 

Government in consequence of relieving them of this 1,000 1 . a-year los.. 

Mr. T. M. Beal]/.] I will take this canal and ask nothing for it. Let 
that go upon the Notes. 

Witness.] We would he very pleased, if you come under the same obla- 
tions as the Company, to let you have it. , „ 

363. Mr. Arthur O' Conns,] 

in connection whlT the^ster Canal T-0» “'“ties and inaihtenance ol works. 

fe made public, 

the. expenditure upon it ; I carniot 50 lj ^ complete |y in the 


the. expenditure upon it; but I cannot gm ‘ us completely in the 
366 F Then we are left, as for as you are ab ' e » 4 end it, 

ddflk as to the destination of tins 1, 1 00 1 . !— Certainty ■ 
and have nothing to do with it. ■ ' mohev in precisely 

367. Did not you yourself c ° nle “P' ,t8 “ , th ‘ Public Works Commis- 
the same way 'as this 1,100 1 . has been spe 7 PT - WH t e 3 S o carefully as 
sioners ? — Yes, but Government money is not always expended careiu y 

that of private individuals or private companies. mo nev ?— Certainly. 

.368. Do you consider you would economise some of that money u ^ 
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369. How ? — I cannot see liow the 1, 100 l is spent myself, and judging by the 
money it costs 10 keep up our own canal, 1 have no doubt we could reduce that 
considerably. 

37". How do you think you could reduce that? — I cannot tell you until I 
see how they are spending it. 

371. Would you propose to reduce the expenditure of the 1,100 l. by getting 
rid of some of the persons who are now receiving annual salaries out of it t -I 
do not know that. I would require to see who they are ; wliat offices they are 
fulfilling, and whether t.liey are required or not. VVY* must manage the concern 
on commercial principles, not to keep pensioners upon if. 

372. Mr. Russell. j Do 1 understand that 'hero is an understanding between 
the Lagan Navigation Company and the Government that in consideration of the 
Company taking over this loss they are to get a sum of money from the Govern- 
ment ? — Yes. 

373. This is the first 1 have heard of it. 

Mr. T. M. Hcaly .] That is the whole point. I will take it for nothing 
from the Government. 

Colonel Saunderson. ] But you would not keep the canal up. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Certainly not. 

Witness.] That is the whole point. 

Mr. T. M. Hcaly .] The whole thing is a swindle from start to finish. 

174. Chairman .] Now, Mr. Rea, wliat is the understanding with the 
Government ? — The. understanding is that we should get 3,500 l. 

375. You are to get 3,500 /. in consequence of this bargain ?•— Relieving the 
Government of the loss of the 1,000 l. a year, but the Lagan Company would be 
perfectly willing, if any honourable Member wished to have il, and would come 
under the same obligations, that he should have it. We are only anxious to 
have it kept open ; we do not want it otherwise. 

Chairman .] Sir Richard Wyatt, I did not understand you to refer to this 
in vonr opening. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] No. 

Chairman .] I thought your opening would have covered the whole of 
the ground, and it now appears that if we had not asked the Witness 
the question as to this matter, it would not have come to our knowledge. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Until I have heard it now I was not aware of the 
fact. 

Chairman.] That is a sufficient answer. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] And even now I think there is some misconception 
on the part of the Witness. 

Mr. T. M. Hcaly. | I think Sir Richard Wyatt should give evidence on 
outh. 

Chairman.] He may by-and-by. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I believe the honourable Member is an advocate, «nd 
he knows that it is not customary to ask counsel or other advocates to be 
sworn on their statement. 

Chairman .] 1 was not asking any question of Sir Richard Wyatt as a 
Witness, but rather criticising (as 1 felt bound to criticise) bis opening 
statement, because it seemed to me that in that opening statement he ought 
to have adverted to that fact if it was within his knowledge. He now Btates 
that it wa9 not within his knowledge, and, so far as he is concerned, I have 
' done with the question. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] That is so, Sir. 

' - 376. Chairnm ]• 
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376. Chairman (to the IPitnm).'] Have you a copy of the Bill ?— Yes 

37(1*. Then please turn to Clause 3, Suh-section (a) : The. Company shall 

undertake to execute, to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, such works of 
repair, and wilhin such time not exceeding three years from the passing of 
this Act, upon the said canals, or one of them, as may be specified in the agree- 
ment.” What is meant by “ works of repair ”?— It was to put the canal in sucii 
a state that it will give a draught of five feet of water for lighters. That is the 
meaning of Subjection ( a ) in Clause 5. 

377. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] On the lowest sills ; is that the shallowest sills 
all through ? All through. 

378. Chairman.'] Then you have no objection to its being made quite clear 
in Sub-section (a) of Clause 3 that the “works of repair” include giving the 
Ulster Canal a navigable depth of five feet at least ? — No, that is to say, if it 
is a practicable thing to do, which we are told it is. 

379. I will put it to you in another way; if you turn to Clause. 5 you have 
the power of borrowing 20,000 l. : or up to 20,0*00 1 ., upon the whole undertaking 
“for the following purposes or any of them there are four purposes, the first 
is to give the Ulster Canal a navigable depth of five feet at least ; if you spend 
whatever you raise upon the other three puposes you will have nothing for that 
purpose r — It will he no use to spend money on the other purposes without 
spending it upon that one, because that is the first. 

38* . I am right in saying, am l not, that if you spend it upon the o'hers 
you have no money left for that purpose ?— Yes ; but there would be no use in 
the others. 

381. Just answer my question ?— Yes. 

382. Then, as far as the 5th Clause is concerned, you are not absolutely 
bound to spend any money in increasing the depth ot the Ulster Canal ?— No. 

383. That is so, is it not? - That seems to be so. 

384. Hut 1 understand you to say that you mean t<* be bound by Sub- 
section (a) of ( lause 3 } — Yes. 

385. Therefore, you will have no objection to make that perfectly clear in 
the wording of that sub-section ? No ; but it would require the qualification 
that if there is any impossibility about it, we cannot do it. 

386. That is a detail ; but you have no objection to that being properly dealt 
with in that Sub-section (n) ? — No. 

387. You have been asked what would become of the property if your 
Company became bankrupt. Turn to Sub-section (d) of Clause 3 ; if your 
Company became bankrupt you would no longer be able to keep the canals 
open for navigation in a fit state of repair ?— No. 

388. It is proposed to be enacted that “provisions may be made for the 
forfeiture of the said canals by the Company, and the reverter thereof to the 
Commissioners on default ” in so doing? — Yes. 

38<). I understood you to say, in answer to an honourable Member, that you 
have uo objection to that word “ may” being turned into “ shall?”— No, I do 
not think so. 

390. That provision “ shall be” made in the agreement for the forfeiture 
of the canals if you do not continue them in a fit state of repair? — No, we have 
no objection to that. 

391 That, is wliat you said ?— Yes. _ 

392. Then, I presume, under those circumstances, in the case of such an 
1 unfortunate event as the bankruptcy of the Company happening; the canals 

would revert to the Commissioners? — So it seems. 

393. Then, in answer to another question, 1 understood yon to say that the 

Bill hands over the whole system of canals to the Commisaieuers w case 
of your failure to carry out the terms of the agreement under the 1 

think it only deals with the two canals, the Ulster Canal and the Tyrone 
Navigation. , 

394. I think you said, in auwswer to an honourable Member (I forget who 
it was), that you would be bound by the Bill that, in case of failure, the whole 
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of your undertaking passed to the Commissioners of the Treasury ? — l do nut 
remember that. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Yes, it was distinctly stated. 

395. Chairman.] You did not mean to say so, did you ? — No. 

396. At any rate, that is not the effect of the Bill as it stands? — No, not as 
it stands. 

397. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] I have asked a quasi ion with regard to that, and 
I understood you to say that the Lagan Company’s present property would be 
chargeable in respect of the amount advanced upon mortgage to the Ulster 
Canal?— Yes ; and in that way it would come to the same thing. 

398. Mr. T. M. Ileal?/.] But even supposing they made this failure and for- 
feiture, they would gain by this Bill, under another clause, a renewed lease in 
respect of the Lagan, although they wholly failed under this Bill; is not that so ? 
— No, 1 do not understand that. 

Chairman.] I want to make clear a former answer. As I read the Bill, in 
case of failure to keep the system open, they forfeit the canals which they 
take under this Bill ; but they do not forfeit the Lagaa Canal. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Quite so ; but, on the contrary, as you will see by 
Section 8, they gain by the continuance of the Lagan Navigation Acts, 
although they make complete default. 

399. Chairman.] If your answer to the honorable Member should appear upon 
the notes to the effect that, in case of failure to keep the whole system open, 
the whole system, including the Lagan Canal, would he forfeited to to the 
Commissioners; you did not mean to say so ? — No ; I did not mean to say so; 
but it conies to the same thing. 

400. Then, with reference to the question of value; if you do not keep the 
system open, you will have to give it up ; and therefore you will retain no 
portion of the property or of its value ? — Yes ; I take it to he so. 

401. Therefore, you do not receive under this arrangement a property of 
value, unless you fulfil the conditions of keeping it in a lit state of repair for the 
use of the public?— Quite so. 

402. Mr. T. M. Healy.] You stated to my honourable friend hero that the 
canal was extremely narrow ?— Yes, it is narrow. 

403. Are you acquainted with the Report of Sir John M'Neil, which was 
made in 1861, in which lie says : “ The only plan which I can suggest by which 
any return can be at all obtained from the undertaking is to take off the lock 
gates and drain the canal, and convert its beds and slopes into grass land, which 
may be let for grazing. The banks and waste lands, which in many places are 
of considerable width, may be left for tillage.” Are you acquainted with that r 
— No ; but that would not alter it. 

• 404. Are they of “ considerable width ” ? — As far ns my knowledge, goes they 
are not; it is a narrow strip. 

405. Mr. Arthur O' Connor I] You have read this report, have you not ?— I 
did read it years ago. 

406. You knew that that was in it r— I think I have heard that before; but 
it does not alter my opinion, and what I said before. 

407. Mr. T. M. Healy.] As regards the traffic, are you aware what the traffic 
was before the railways were made ? — No, I am not. 

408. Are you aware that in 1851 the Ulster Canal was leased to Mr.Dargan 
the splendid or well-known railway contractor r — Yes, and I heard that Dargan 
played into the hands of the railway company, and destroyed the traffic by 
the canal. 

409. Mr. Russell.] I suppose the trade has largely increased since 1851?-“ 
Yes. 

Mr. T. M. Healy.] Has the population increased ? It has not. 

410. OokHtfl 
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410. Colonel Saundcr.son.'] Is it not the case that at that period to which Mr. 
Hcaly alludes, the canal was in such a condition that it could not pay, owing to 
the defective depth of water at the other end of Lough Erne ? — I believe 30. 


Mr. T. M. Iludy .] With regard to that, I think I should read what ha? 
been said upon that point in the Report of the Royal Commissioners : 

“ The Loan Commissioners, as the principal mortgagees, took possession of 
the property in 1851, and leased it first to the. late Mr. Dargan, and sub- 
sequently to the Dundalk Steam Navigation Company. On the expiration 
of the company’s lease in 1865, the canal was vested by Act of Parliament 
in the Commissioners of Public Works. It was then in a very bad condition, 
and had become almost derelict, and the Board laid out between 1865 and 
1878, when it was again open for traffic, 22,000/. on works of restoration 
and improvement. The amount of traffic on the canal since 1873 has been 
insignificant. During the five years ending March 1880 the average annual re- 
ceipts from tolls were 55 /., and from rents 131 Z- ; total, 186 /. The average 
annual expenditure on the canal during the same time was 1, 153 /. ; average 
annual deficit, 967 /• ; but, as the tolls are, in fact, the only index of the 
utility of the canal as a means of transit, the. rents being paid for lands 
along the canal belonging to the Commissioners of Public Works, the 
average annual deficit on the working of the canal has been in reality 
1,098 /. If ilie interest at 3k per cent, per annum on 147 ,767 l of public 
inonev which has been expended ou the canal be taken into account, the 
annual loss to the. State is 6,139 /. Notwithstanding the large sums laid 
out by the Commissioners of Works on the canal between 1865 and 1873, 
amounting, as has been stated, to 22,000 /., it is now, chiefly owing to 
leakage, in a very unsatisfactory stale, and, from want of water, navigable 
only for eight months in the year. The traffic is also restricted even when 
the" canal is fully supplied with water, by its shallowness, and by the small- 
ness of the lock's. The boats in use on the Lagan Canal cannot pass along 
the Ulst.r (anal when fully laden; the depth of water in the channel of 
latter being only 4 feet, whilst on the sides of the locks it is only 3 feet 
9 inches.” 

411 Mr Arthur O'Connor.'] I believe the rents alone payable by the tenants 
will about i over the interest payable on the advance proposed by the Govern- 
ment, will they not? — 1 should think not j not nearly, I should think. 

■nu. flUO. » year?— No. 

413. What would he the interest on 3,500 l. ? 

414. Chairman.] Is that to be an advance or a grant ?— That is a grant. 

Chairman.] That is a grant, the witness says. 

Mr. T. M. lieu ly.] It is sensible to give them a grant because it would 
be foolish to give them a loan, 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] They get 131 l. in rents alone. 


Chairman.] We will nmv clear the room. 

Bi , W„att 1 I was going to ask one or two questions of Mr. 

ne! sfr l l nCt klow 7bat it very much matters ; but there are one or 
^o'pdints t chahmanls anxfons should be cleared up about the 
borrowing. 

Mr. T. M. Heal;/.] Perhaps we may get it from the Chairman himself. 


Sir Richard Wyatt] I prefer to get it from the Secretary. 

Mr. T. M. Hcaly.] Vie. will call the Chairman probably. I think the 
Committee will feel inclined to do that, will they not. 

Chairman. ] We may. 

n Mr. 

O.108 D 
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Mr. T. M. Healy.] I think it is very desirable. 

The Witness withdrew. 

The Committee-room was cleared. 

After a short lime, the parties were again called in. 

Chairman.'] The Committee will meet again to-morrow, at Twelve o’clock, 
Sir Richard. 

[Adjourned till To-morrow, at Twelve o’clock. 



1 

- ... . 
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Friday, 8th June 1888. 


MEMBERS PRESENT : 

Mr. Ti M. Healy. I Mr. Russell. 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor. Mr. Stansfeld. 

Colonel Saundersou. 

The Right Honourable JAMES STANSFELD, in the Chair. 


Sir Richard Wyatt .] There is one point, Sir, that I should like to clear up, 
upon which my mind was a blank yesterday, namely, about the 3,500 1, which 
the witness said was to be contributed by the Government, and perhaps the 
Committee will allow me to recall Mr. Rea just to ask him a question upon that 
one point? 

Chairman .] Certainly. 


Mr. WILLIAM ROBERT REA, sworn ; and further Examined. 

415. Sir Richard Wyatt.'] Will you be good enough to explain exactly what 
this payment of 3,500 l. means, and when it originated, beginning with the Bill 
of 1884, whe.n I believe Mr. Hibbert was the Secretary to the Treasury ?— I am 
not quite sure whether it was 188*1 ; I think it was 1885. 

416. Will you explain to the Committee what took place, and ihe meaning of 
the payment of 3,500/. ? — The original intention in the Bill was to give the 
Company a loan of 10,000 l. 

417. Chairman.'] That is to say, your original proposal? — Yes, that was the 
original proposal made to the Government, and which they agreed to. 

418. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] Absolutely, or under conditions ? — Under con- 
ditions. 

419. What conditions? — That the money would he expended upon putting 
the canal in order. 

420. Expended upon the canal exclusively ? — Yes. 

421. Chaii-man.] In what year was this proposal made and accepted by the 
Government? — I believe it was in 1883, probably. 

422. Sir Rickard IVyatt.] It was 1885 ; I see that Mr. Hibbert’s name was in 
the Bill ?— But previously to that the proposition was made with regard to the 
10,000 /., and then Mr. Hibbert altered that. 

423. That was a contemplated loan by the Public Works Loan Commissioners 
to the Company at the usually low rate of interest of about 3 per cent., or some- 
thing of that kind ? — Yes. 

424. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] I do not quite understand what you are referring 
to. Is this the proposal of 1885, or is it the proposal that was made anterior to 
that date ? — It is the proposal that was in force in 1885. 

425. When was that proposal that you now speak of first made ? — Previously 
to Mr. Hibbert being in office at the Treasury. 

426. Previously to 1885? — Yes. Previously to Mr. Hibbert being in office 
at the Treasury, the notiou was that we should receive a loan of i0,000 1. When 
Mr. Hibbert was in office, I think influenced bv some such remarks as were 
rqade yesterday, that if the loan was made they would never hear anything 
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more about it, he said : “ Instead of giving a loan, we will give a free "rant 
and liave done with the matter," and the Company accepted that. 

427. Chairman .] Then the first proposal of a loan of 10,000 1 . from the Public 
Works Loan Commissioners was accepted by the Government, of which Mr. 
Hibbert was not a member? — Yes. 

428. Mr. Arthur O' Connin'.'] The first proposal, whatever it was? — Yes; I 
am trying to fix the date. Then he proposed that, instead of giving ns loan of 
10,000/., he would make this free grant, and so have done with the matter so 
that there should be no risk, in order to fall in with the views of ih"se who hud 
objected, and said if this loan was made it would never be repaid. ‘ 

429. Chairman .] Did that sum ever appear in the Estimates ? — I am not 
sure. 

430. Sir Richard Wyatt .] It never became payable, because the Act never 
passed. (To the Witness.) I do not think you have made it dear to the Com- 
mittee why Mr. Hibbert eonsented to a payment of a sum of a, 000 1 . I believe 
it was to recoup you the additional expenses to which you had been put in 
having to raise your money in the market, instead of getting it at the low rate ? 
— Yes. If we had borrowed from the public instead of from the Government, 
we would no doubt then have had to pay a higher price for the money ; and, I 
presume, in consequence of that, and in consequence of the remarks that had 
been made about the loan not being repaid, Mr. Hibbert thought that he met 
the difficulty by granting us this 3,500/. 

431. Chairman .] Are Mr. Hibbert’s reasons for the course which he took 
within your knowledge ? — No. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] Might we have the correspondence between the 
Company and the Treasury ? 

43 Chairman.] Can you produce the correspondence between the Company 
and the Treasury? - 1 do not think I have it here, 

433. Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] Will you put it in before the. next meeting of 
the Committee ? Yes, if I can lay my hands upon it I will. There is no 
objection, I think, to it, if you w ish to have the correspondence. 

434. Surely, you keep it in some order amongst your papers ? — Yes ; if I 
have it here, I will give it you. 

435- Will you put in, at the earliest opportunity, all the correspondence 
between the Treasury and the Company, with regard to the terms of transfer? 
—Yes; if the Committee say it is to be done, of course, it must be done, l 
suppose. 

43d. You have possibly, in re-considering the evidence you gave yesterday, 
come across something that you may wish to quality. Is there any statement 
you wish to qualify ? — I have not read the evidence through. 

437- From memory, you do not wish to modify anything? — No. 

438. Chairman .] With regard to the understanding of the Company, this 
agreement on the part of the Treasury, as represented by Mr. Hibbert., exists 
at the present moment?— Oh, yes. 

439- And you rely upon that advance of 3,500 /. ?— Yes. 

Sir Richard Wyatt .] There are one or two points upon which I wish to 
ask a question upon the evidence of yesterday, if the Committee will allow 
me, which I think are of importance. 

Chairman .] Certainly. 

440. Sir Richard fVyact.] The Company have made it their business, have 
they not, not only to consult traders and others in the district, but the Members 
of Parliament representing the different constituencies immediately affected by 
the Bill ; youhave done it yourself, have you not?— Yes, I have. 

441. And is it the fact that you liave met with' no opposition from auy 
quarter whatsoever?- — With the exception of one gentleman, there is an 

unanimous 

hiii'-l iirhigy (liijitiscd by the I h. Versify of Southampton Library Digitisation 'I.’nir .•? :• 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ULSTER CANAL AND TYRONE NAVIGATION BILL. 


29 


8 June 1888.] 


Mr. Rea. 


[ Continued. 


unanimous expression of opinion in favour of the Bill, one of the Members for 
Cavan, Mr. Biggar. 

442. Mr. Arthur O' Connor.] Was not Mr. Healy Member for Monaghan 
during part of the time that this question was afloat?— I do not know ; i am 
speaking of the present, time, 

443. Is it not a mutter of common knowledge?— The Members are quite in 
favour of it now. 

444. Is it not a matter of common knowledge that Mr. Healy was Member 
for Monaghan during part of the time that has elapsed since the first introduc- 
tion of this Bill ? — Yes. 


44 <5. Colonel Saundcrson .] Did Mr. Healy at that time oppose the Bill 7 — 
I am' not sure that he did ; I do not believe be did ; I do not think he did. 


44 fi. Sir Richard Wyatt .] 1 believe ihe honourable Member for Cavan is not 
opposed to the < mire measure ?- He stated in the House, I believe, that what he 
wanted was that we should not. sell to the public, and that clause is now given. 

447. But at all the meetings that have been held upon the subject there has 
been a a rent unanimity of feeling, was there not ? — The meetings have been per- 
fectly unanimous. 

448. Mi . Arthur O' Connor.] Are you aware whether at those meetings the 
same uentlcmeii went from place to place, and that their names are introduced 
into the report which has been circulated in support of this Bill ?— I think it is 
quite likely; they had to bring the matter before the people in the district, and 
tell them what was going on. 


44c). Mr. Russell.] Were the resolutions at those meetings moved by the same 
person ? — No, I think not. , . , , 

4. -jo- They were moved l»y local persons, and traders, and others from each 

place } Yes; they brought, the subject before them, and there was a perfect 

opportunity for a free expression of opinion. 

451 . They went as a deputation ?— Yes. 

. r 2 M r Arthur O'Connor .] Were the conditions under which the 10,000 l. 
was proposed as a loan conditions which had reference only to the canal ? 


— 1 think so. , c , r 

.K3 Thov did not contemplate any advance of money to the owners ol 

lighten, r I am not quite certain about that, but the original Bill can be 

produced u ilh that 10,000 /. in it, I think. u .,, 

4 r.,. Was there any proposal that the whole of the grant that Mr. Hibbert 
suggested of 3, MU l. should also be exclusively expended upon the canal ?-! 
think the idea was that the 3,500 l. should go to make up part of the 10,000 l. 
which it was estimated would he required to put the canal in order. 

455 . And that it should not in any part be diverted to the maintenance of 
the interests of the lighters !— Certainly. 


Mr. W. R. ROBINSON, sworn ; and Examined. 


456. Chairman.] You 
1 believe ? — I am. 


chairman of the Lagan Canal Company, 


457. You have heard the evidence of your secretary ? - Yes. 

458. And do you concur with his evidence ?— Yes, I da, perfectly. 

4SQ Is there anything that you would like to say in addition to his evidence, 
in presenting your ewe to the Committee ?-I do not think there ,s anything 

^'460 .^You^think that he has said everything that you wish to sayr— 

^4$!, Have you got the original Bill with you, the Bid which contains the 
proposal with regard to the loan of 10,000 1 . '< — I really do not know. 

_ , Chairman 
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Chairman (to Mr. lira).] Have you tin: Bill that was originally 
promoted, and which spoke of the 10,000 /. ? 

(The Bill was handed, in.) 

4(12. Chairman.] I see in the second clause of this Bill one of the enact- 
ments is to this effect : “ The Company shall undertake to execute, under the 
supervision of some person appointed hv the Commissioners, such works of 
repair and within such time upon the said canals, or one of them, as may be 
specified in the agreement. Those works of repair would include, would they 
not, the deepening of tlic Ulster Canal ? — Yes. 

463. And were intended to include it?— Yes. 

464. Then Sub-section B says : “ The Commissioners may undertake to pay 
to the Company from time to time, on account, of the cost of the said works of 
repair, if executed in a manner approved by the Commissioners, such sums out 
of moneys provided by Parliament as may he specified in the agreement.” It 
is referred to there as the maximum sum ? — The 10,000 l. '! 

465. No. In this Bill, according to Sub-section B. of Section ‘2, it is not a 
question of loan. “The Commissioners may undertake to pay to the Company 
from time to time, on account of the cost of the said works of repair, if executed 
in a manner approved by the Commissioners, such sums out of moneys provided 
by Parliament, as may be specified in the agreement ” ? — That is to say, we do 
not want the 10,000?. at once, hut we want it in instalments as required. 

466. I understand from you and from the secretary that the original proposal, 
accepted by the Government, was a loan of 10,000 /., but that was before this 
Bill was diafted. was it not ? — Yes. 

467. When this Bill was drafting, then this proposed loan of 10,000/. was 
changed into a proposed grant of 3,f>00 l. ? — It was 3,000 l. originally. 

463. Was that change in the agreement between your Company and the 
Board of Works and the Treasury agreed upon, and conic to before this Bill was 
drafted ? — Yes. 

469. Therefore this Sub-section B. refers to the grant of 3,000 and uot to 
the loan of 10,000 l. i — Exactly. 

470 That fixes the date. The date of the Bill is the l/lli of May 18R4, and 
now I understand the original idea of 1 he loan of 10,000 /. was changed into an 
understanding that there should be a grant of- 3,000 ?., which was subsequently 
raised to 3,500 /. ?— Yes, with the then secretary of the 'Ire .Bury. 

471. And it was agreed upon in the year 1884 r — Yes. 

472. 1 think we are wrong. 1 have only seen the Bill now for the first time, but 
looking at the wording of Sub-section B., one would suppose tlmtii was a grant, 
and when I came to Sub-section C., I find, “ The company shall undertake to pay to 
ihe Commissioners in consideration lor the said transfer, and for such payments 
as aforesaid, on account of the said works of repair, an annuity for such period, 
and ol an amount ascertained in such manner as may be specified in the agree- 
ment.” Therefore 1 think we were mistaken, were we not, in supposing that 
tiie proposed loan had changed shape and become a proposed grant before this 
Bill was drafted r— Ye 3. 

473* lb's Bill evidently contemplates a loan in respect of which the Com- 
pany were 10 pay an annuity? — Yes, interest upon the money. 

474. Interest and a sinking fund ? — Yes. 

475. Will you turn to Section 2, Sub-section B. ? — “ The Commissioners may 
undertake to pay to the Company, from time to time, on account of the cost of 
the said works of repair, if executed in a manner approved by the Commis- 
sioners, such sums out of moneys provided by Parliament as may he specified in 
the agreement.” Then the Company undertake to pay to the Commissioners 
interest upon that. 

476. Not only interest, but it is interest and repayments in the shape of an 
annuity ? — It is supposed to pay part of the principal along with the interest; 
1 uni not sure about that, but 1 believe that is the case. 

477* Can you tell the Committee more exactly than we have yet heard at 
what date after ihe date of this Bill that arrangement was altered by Mr. Hu- 
bert?— In the next year, I think. The date of this Bill is 1884. It was in 

1886 
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1885 that Mr. Ilibbort expressed a wish not to make any loan bv the Govern- 
ment, but to give n grant of 3,000 /. in lieu of that. 

47^ VV'lu'ii did that grunt of 3,000 l. become a proposed grant of 3,500 /. ? — 
It was in tho present Session. No. tlie Bill was prepared before this Session. 
479. During the course of negotiations prior to this Session? — Yes. 


Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] Have you had any estimate of the probable 
expenditure upon the canal for repairs alone?— We have not, but the Board of 


480. 


expcmiu WAV UJIWtl VWV- - • ■ > 

Works got tlieir engineer to make an estimate, and the amount was 10,000/. 

481. But then, I suppose, as you are undertaking something new, which in- 
volves expenditure, as Chairman of the Board it would fall within your province 
to ascertain what would be the probable, expenditure upon each branch of the 
works?— That is all specified in this estimate made by Mr. Adams. 

482. Who is lie: — The engineer to the Board of Works. 

483. Can you inform the Committee how much is the estimated cost of the 
necessary repairs of the canal? — £.10.000. 

484. Can you tell the Committee how much of that will go to make new lock 
gates, and how much in deepening the channel ? — The Bill specifies all of 
that. 

485. Can you tall us what it is ?— Not for each part. 

486. You have not that information by you ?- No, I do not think we have. 
The first considerable item was lowering the gates opening into the canal. 

487. Deepening the water on toe silts? — Yes ; and that was a very trouble- 
some thing. 

488. I see that the amount is over 10,000/.? — £.10,500. 

489. Ten thousand two hundred and sixty-five pounds, is it not . So it is. 
4.9b. I-luve you taken any steps to verify this estimate ?— We have not ; I 

think we ought to do. We intend to do so. 

40i. Bur, before tlie introduction of this Bill, you had not?- Me had not. 
492. This is an estimate based upon the resources of the Board of Works?— 
Yes. 

403 This is the same which the Board of Works would be in a position to 
do tho work for? -No, we had to do tho work ; they would not undertake the 
responsibility. We had to do the work and they supplied the money. 

404. What was the origin of this estimate; was it made for you, or was it 
malic bv tlie Board of Works ?— It was made by the Board of Works. 

401 'It is tho Board of Works estimate for works which might have been 
executed by the Board of Works itself, with all the resources ot the Board of 
Works? — No; the money is to lie given to the Company by the Board of 
Works for the purposes of making the repairs, which their engineer estimates 

would he required. „ „ . ,, 

490. Aie you acquainted with the history of the Ulster Canal t Yes. 

497. Is it within your knowledge that every estimate made by ^ »oard of 
Works, or any Public Board which preceded the Board of Works, has been 
largely exceeded in the actual exueu ion ol the works.— I never knew it to be 
different in any ease. 


498. Chairman.] Are the Committee to understand that ihe official estimate 
has never been sufficient r— I am not speaking ol the official estimate. 


CIA BUIHW'VM* • 1 V ' __ 

499. Mr. liussell.] Is rot that the general tone of all estimates .—Yes. 

500. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] Have noMhe esiiffiates in regard to the Ulster 


500. lvir. ji.rinur 

Canal been exceeded to an extraordinary degree -They hnve. 

501. Have you any reason to suppose that there is ground*? 

this estimate w ill he in any way different from , hose winch w^e ma under the 
Navigation Commissioners. I think the title is at any mi 1 mean unon the 
years r— I may say that we have- tn engineer upon our Board , 1 mean upon tfte 

Lagun Navigation Company's Board. ... . , : i „ to ask him 

503. Has be made aA estimate r-No, he has not ; we did Wt Ilk e to ask mm 
to do it, but he said he hud good reason to believe that it could be 


”503! What were the grounds upon which he gave you that opinion , what 
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were his reasons ? — There is one level in ihe canal which just lets the water run 
through like a sieve. 

504. Which level is that ; what number? — No. 2 

505. Will you show me in that estimate anything on account of Level No. 2- 
I see Level No. 1, and it passes to Level No. 3 ; where is the estimate for Level 
No. 2? — It must bo in Level No. 3. It is not confined to No. 3; there are 
other levels. 

506. This estimate does not contemplate any expenditure at all upon Level 
No. 2 ? — I believe it does not. 

507. Your engineer proposes to make some expenditure, at any rate, upon 
Level No. 2 r— Certainly ; it is absolutely necessary. 

508. Therefore you contemplate expenditure outside of this estimate alto- 
gether?— We hope that it may be done within the money provided. 

509. I may regard this estimate, then, in some particulars at lo;ist, as incom- 
plete r — It is hardly a competent for me to say that, because I ant not a profes- 
sional man. 

Chairman.] It is quite clear that it is incomplete. 

510. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] Up to the time that Mr. Uibbcrt came into 
office, if was always in contemplation that whatever money was advanced 
should be repaid, was it not? — Yes, of course, interest upon it. 

1 1 When that proposal was mafic of transfeiTing the canal to you, aed giving 
you a lump sum in the way of a bonus, what was the consideration passing 
from you to the Board of Works in return? — Of course there was a good deal 
of correspc ndenee. 

512. I mean what was the substantial consideration which the. Lagan Naviga- 
tion Company was to give in return for the transfer of tin: canal to them 
and the sum of 3,000 1., or whatever it was ? — There was 110 consideration 
at all. 

513. And the proposal was rejected by the House of Commons, was it not? 
— No ; it passed first and second readings, and it passed through Committee, 
and then there was a change of Government, and the Bill lapsed. 

514. It did not pass the House of Commons ? — No ; not the third reading; 
it passed the first and second reading. 

515. Was it opposed on the third reading?— It never got to that stage.. 

516. It wi.s blocked, I believe, was it not? — Yes, it was blocked. 

517. Amongst your other estimates, have you formed one with regard to the 
extent of the ground along the whole length of this canal of 44 miles from one 
end to the other? — No. 

518. You cannot tell us within 1,000 acres how much the area is? — No, I 
could not do that. 

519. Have you any idea of what would be the fee-simple value of the land? 
— Not the slightest ; we have no interest in that, because we could not sell 
the land. 

520. Has your attention been drawn to thisporiion of the Report of Sir John 
McNeill in 1861, namely, “The only plan that I can suggest by which any 
return can be at all obtained from the undertaking is to take off the lock gates, 
drain tbe canal, and convert its beds and slopes into grass land, which may be 
let for grazing; the banks and waste lands, which in many places are of con- 
siderable width, may be let for tillage.” Have you had that report under your 
observation ?— I think I have. 

521. Have you any idea of the amount which is available for grazing, or of 
the amount which is available for tillage ?— Not the slightest. 

522. Have you formed any estimate of the value of the land which in now in 
the occupation of lenants under the Board of Works r— I think it must be very 
slight ; we have never heard what it is, but I think there are only some small 
patches. 

593- "Such as it is, have you ever formed any estimate of the amount of the 
value of that property ? — No, I do not think it entered into our calculation when 
we decided upon taking over the canal. . , : 

'524, Is that property inseparable from the canal It is. 

525- Why 
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52.5. Why i* it inseparable from the canal? — The property is the property of 
the Board of Works, of the Government, and we can do nothing with the land 
as long as it has water upon it. 

526. I am asking you about the land which is now in the occupation of 
tenants ? — We place no value upon the land on the Ulster Canal. 


,527. My question to you is why the land, which is now in the occupation of 
tenant.'’, is inseparable from the canal r— I do not know; if it comes into our 


hands it will be inseparable, certainly. 

528. Is there any reason why you should not take the land of the canal 
without the land at present in the occupation of the tenants ? — I do not know 
that there is much reason, but we do not place much importance upon that. 

52 q. Does not that land in occupation bring you in a rental of between 100 1 . 
and 150 1 . a year ? — Not so much as that. 

530. What is the amount of the rental ? — These matters of detail, I would 
rather you got from the secretary. 

531. As Chairman of the Company, would you have any objection to taking 
over the canal without this land in occupation of the tenants ?— I think so ; 
we must get it as it is. 

332. You must have the land for which rent is now paid by tenants, together 
with the canal? — Yes. 

533- Is the land which is in the occupation of the tenants in any way neces- 
sary for the purpose of working the canal? — I could not answer that 
question. 

334. Are you aware of the Report of the Royal Commission which sat in 
1880 and 1881 ? — I have heard of it, but I have not read it, I think. 


335. Are you aware that they say, “ We do not think there is a probability of 
its being profitably utilised within such a reasonable time as would justify any 
immediate outlay of public money upon it to put it in order r If that is true, 
we are making a bad bargain. 


e are mailing a uau uuig.uu. , . , . IC . 

«;*(>. Do you remember that they say further in their report. In our opinion 
00 • «f*"_The Government lias 


no more public money should be expended upon it? 
been spending 1 ,000 1 ft year upon it every year since that. 

Do you n member that they say, “ We recommend that the canal, witu 
all the property attached to it, be as soon as possible ofFered for sale to the public, 
for we cannot doubt that, if there is really a fair prospect of its becoming a pro- 
fitable enterprise as i. line of water communication, its value as such will be 
understood and appreciated in the prosperous and wealthy towns ot the north 
and will be readily purchased and put into proper worktng order ? — I hat is 
just what we are intending to do. , , , , 

538. But you do not propose to purchase it, do you So much the better 
for us, clearly ; that X entirely agree with ; in point of fact, the Government 
could not have done better with the canal, because there was no one to take it. 
I am not sure that we should be right in taking it. 

539. You, as Chairman of the Lagan Company, say, that you are not sure 

that you would be right in taking it ? 1 am not sure. , , 

5/0. When was your last general meeting of shareholders held in regard to 

this question ? — in tile month of April, I believe. 

Would you tell the Committee what were the proposal submitted for 
the ad'oittion oLthe shareholders I- The Hill was laid before the meeting, and 
the shareholders were asked to give their assent or dissent. 

34a. Did you inform them, as Chairman, that you were d»»b*.ljjheth« 
they would be making a good or a bad bargain . o , m £ 
good bargain. I was, myself, running considerable risk with reference 


^'^Tou^idn^n your fellow shareholders at that meeBngthat 
7™ yourself in doubt os to whethe, tit ^ 


gain 1 — We said that it was possible it might turn out a bad bargain, huts 

h °5^. ' Vh° U liiSlity of your shareholders is unlimited, is it not 1-1 do not 
think there is any liability. . . t s 

0.108. ® . . . 
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545. Is tiie liability of your shareholders, as shareholders, unlimited?— I think 
there is no further liability. 

546. is the liability of your shareholders limited at law?— No, it is not a 
limited company, it is a company got up under an Act of Parliament, and in 
point of fact what are now shares were once debentures, and the debenture 
holders had to bo content to take shares tuen. 

547. Mr. Russell.'] What is the financial state of the l agan Navigation Com- 
pany at the present moment, is it a solvent company ? — It is. 

548. Has it debts to any considerable extent, other than current debts? — 
Nut to any considerable extent, except to the Board of Works. 

549. Mr. Arthur O' Connor .] Wiiat is the amount of the debt?— I think it is 
about 300 l. or 400 1 . : 

550. That is the rent, I suppose ? — No, the sum duo ; the sum borrowed from 
them to carry out certain works. 

551. Then, besides being lessees of the Board of Works, you are also in- 
debted to them for money borrowed? — We are not lessees. 

552. Surely you pay 300 1 . a year to the Board of Works, do not you?— That 
is to the Government. 

553. That is the Board of Works, is it not ? — Well it is. 

554. Mr. Russell.] You have no debts other than current debts? — We have 
a few debentures, about 150 1 . in the shape of debentures. 

555. That is not what I mean ; have you any law costs hanging over you ? — 
Nothing, except the law costs, which we will have to pay here under this Bill; 

' we are in a solvent condition, Our receipts are over 4,000 l. a year. 

556. And you are able and willing to work this canal ?— Yes, we are able and 
willing to work the canal. 

557. Chairman .] I understand from your evidence that the estimate upon 
which you have been examined is only for a portion of the necessary works on 
the whole system ?— No, it is an estimate that we got from the Board of Works 
to see what could be done by way of making it navigable. 

55S. Does that estimate refer to the Ulster Canal only? — It refers to the 
Ulster Canal only. 

7,59. It does not refer to j'our canal ? — It has nothing to say to our canal. 

560. Do you contemplate any expenditure upon your own canal ? — No. 

561. Does that estimate include all the worlc9 which you propose to under- 
take under this agreement? — It does. 

562. But you are. disposed to think that the estimate will be exceeded?— It 
might be ; but I hope not. 

563. Did you not say in answer to one honourable Member that this estimate 
included nothing for the outlay upon Level, No. 2 ? — No repairs are necessary, 
because the Board of Works insiructed their engineer to go over the whole 
canal and estimate what would put it into proper repair. 

564. Then that is not a level that will need deepening ? — No. 

565. Then when you take power to raise the sum of money up to 20,000 1 , 
in your opinion, you take a more than sufficient power? — Yes. 

566. And supposing that sum to have been raised, you would have no doubt 
at all about being able to carry out this agreement ; is that so ? — We will he 
very careful in borrowing. 

567. But my question is this : supposing you had in hand that sum of 
20,000 which is the limit of your borrowing powers in this Bill, then I under- 
stand from you that you feel quite certain of being able to carry these works 
through ? — Yes. 

568. Have you any doubt about being able to raise the money upon fair 
terms?*— I think not; I think the seounity will he good, but we do not expect 
to raise anything like 20,000 1 

569. How much do you think, practically, of raising ? — It would depend. upoh 
the cost -of building vessels a*geod deal, and we will only do that as we require 
it ; we will not begin to borrow, and then begin to build, but we will see what « 

are 
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to do, and borrow what will make five vessels, perhaps, or 10 


arc going 
vessels. 

57 0. You will n it contemplate an immediate expenditure of more than 
15,000 l. ? — I do not think ir will come to as much as that, but we want to pro- 
vide for the future. 

571. Supposing we take 15,000 l, roughly speaking, as the amount you may 
want to borrow and expend before you and the public see your way to what 
the financial consequences to the undetaking will be, is it your conviction that 
you will be able without difficulty to raise that sum upon moderate terms? — I 
think so. 

rrf-2. What rate of interest do you expect to pay fur it? — Fou per cent. 

573. Did I understand you to say that the shareholders have no personal 
liability r — 1 understand it is so, but we have never taken an opinion upon it. 

574. Is it. under the Limited Liability Act?— No, it is not. It was a Com- 
pany established in 1843, under an Act of Parliament, and there were no 
limited companies at that time. 

And there is no personal liability of the shareholders ?— No, I think. 


1)7 j 

not. 


57G. Under those circumstances what is the security that you would offer? — 
We have our own net traffic of 1 ,200 1 . a year as part of the security, and we 
have the fact that we are paying off gradually the debt we owe to the Board of 

Works. , , . , 

577. Iu fact, your security is the profit of your present undertaking r — Yes ; 
and the expected profits of the new undertaking. 

578. That is hardly a security. The only security you have in hand to offer 
is the value of your own undertaking ? — Yes. 

570. And you regard that as being sufficient to cover the loss?— We will not 
get so much. If the property is not considered of sufficient value, we will not 
be able to borrow. .. , 

1580. And if you are not able to borrow, the scheme will practically not oe 
carried out? — Yes, it will ; we can attend to the traffic when there is water to 


float the boats. , , . . , , , 

r8i Does not the success of the undertaking, in your own mind, depend 
unon vour being able to raise and to expend this capital sum r— £. 10.000 is all 
that we can necessarily do with. If we cannot get the money, we will allow the 
owners of the lighters and the other people to have the trathc. 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] You have no lighters, have yon 1— No; it is 
oniy for the purposo of providing a larger traffic that makes us take those 
clauses ; we never spend any more than the 10,000 1. 

583. Chairman.] When do you expect to get the 3,500 1 . ; as the works pro- 
gress' 1- 1 do not know ; there is nothing said about that. 

<84 Of course vou would not expect it until you have raised the capital that 
on propose to raise ?-I think we would expect it in any case. 

J . /. . 1 ... a the (liWfiTO 


y0 ? 85 1 Is it part of the understanding with the Government that you should 
. -no 1 ,._j j tu..» imforp vnn raiRft anv nmre — No, there 


begin with their 3,500 and spend that before you raise any i 
is no undertaking about it; it is a gift. . ... ' , 

580. It remains for the Treasury to determine at what time they will make 

that advance 1 — Yes. 

587 Mr Arthur O'Connor . J Do you propose to barrow anything from the 

propose to go and borrow^ 
rtinf ;• not whit we propose to do ; we propose to let that money go as far as 

^tm go and the ' b^ow what is nectary afterwards from the Board of 


Wo it’ h<t sr-rs p">p- ‘0 " w works? - 

About 6.000 i v 

59 °: jour Company have ever paid f 1 think 


59' 

we paid 2 per cent. ^ ^ 
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592. What did you pay the last year, or last half-year ? — One-and-a-quarter 
per cent. 

593. Two years ago it was per cent., was it not? --Yes. 

594. It was 2 per cent, two years ago ; then it was 1 1 per cent., and the last 
dividend was 14 per cent., was it? — Yes ; and the one before that was 
I per cent. 

5, 9.5 . So that your canal does not pay so much as it used to pay?— The 
earnings are larger. 

596. But the expenditure is greater ? — Yes. 

597. How is it, if the earnings are larger and the expenditure not greater, 
that you have not had a larger dividend ? — Because we are carefully keeping 
our money for a future day. 

598. You are making a reserve fund? — No. 

599. What is the amount of it ?— That is one of the details I could hardly 
spe.ii k to. 

600. Could you tell the Committee approximately what it is ? 

Mr. Rea . J We have not a fixed reserve fund Wo have carried forward 
a larger balance in the last two years than we did previously. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.'] The reserve fund consists of the balance ; what 
is the amount of your balance ? 

Mr. Rea . j The balance carried forward last year was 1.2/0 l. 14 s. 9 d., 
and the balance carried forward in the. previous year was only 978 l. 

601. That sum of 1,270?. 14 s. 9 d. is the largest balance that you have 
ever had. 

Mr. i?ea.] It. is the largest that I recollect. 

fio 2. Chairman (to the Ifilnm).] Have you any reason to expect a loan from 
the Board of Works?— The Government have been very rigid in saying that 
they are not to be asked for a loan. We hope they may change their minds 
upon that subject, and when they rind that the works are going on prosperously, 
that they will say, “ Well, if you want this money, we will give it through the 
Board of Works.” 

603. '1 hat is an idea in your own mind ? — Yes. 

604. Have you any reason from anything that has passed botween you and 
the Board of Woiks to expect that they may take that course r — We have never 
asked them. 

605. Sir Richard fVgatt.] In your opinion, will the dividends of the Com- 
pany be increased if this proposed scheme of amalgamation is carried out? 
— Yes; we expect that our benefit will be from the increased traffic upon the 
Lagan Canal. 

6r6. Was that the consideration that actuated the Company in accepting this 
transfer ? — It was. 

607. But, in your opinion, it will really lead not only to the better develop- 
ment of the traffic of the district, but also be an advantage to your Company ? 
— Yes ; the bulk of the traffic will go through, over our canal. 

608. At present your canal is to a ceriain extent starved by reason of the 
other system being defective, is it not ? — We can hardly say it is starved. 

609. It is prejudiced? — It is prejudiced. 

610. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] That is to say, if you can get a present of 
another canal 44 miles long, with land attached to it, which pays rent, or the 
tenants on which pay rent, you may look for a larger income, and therefore you 
can increase your dividends? — Yes, of course. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Will the Committee allow -me to say that the 
honourable Member for Belfast, Sir William Ewart, wishes to be relieved} 
and I propose, with the permission of the Committee, to calL him. 

Chairman .] I did not understand that you were going to call him. 

Sir 
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Sir Richard Wyatt.] Yesterdaj', if the Committee remember, I men- 
tioned that this Bill, being an unopposed Bill so far as Petitions were con- 
cerned, of course I was not aware of any question arising with reference 
to the necessity for this measure. Now question having arisen, it 
becomes necessary that we should supplement the formal evidence which 
I intended to offer. 

Chairman.] Would you wish to put any further Witness into the Chair 
except Sir William Ewart ? 

Sir Richard Wyatt . J I have now a gentleman here representing some of 
the largest freighters in the district, who are very desirous of seeing this 
Bill carried out, to show the universal feeling in favour of' this project 
being carried out ; and that is really the preamble of the Bill. 

Chairman.] We promised to examine, and we expect Mr. Jackson, the 
Secretary to the Treasury, to be here soon, and we shall be bound to put 
him in the Chair as soon as he comes. Probably Sir William Ewart’s 
examination will not take long. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I will put the matter very generally to Sir William 
Ewart, so that the Committee will have an opportunity of hearing what 
the unanimous feeling is with reference to the scheme. 


Sir WILLIAM EWART, Bart, (a Member of the House), sworn; 
and Examined. 

6 m. Sir Richard Wyatt.] You are one of the representatives of Belfast ? — 
Yes, I am. 

612. Arid are you aware of the object of this Bill?— Yes. 

613. And have you had an opportunity of learning the feeling of the com- 
munity which you represent with reference to this measure ? — Yes, I have had 
many opportunities of learning it during the last three or four years, and I should 
say there is only one feeling in Belfast amongst the mercantile classes, or 
amongst those who understand the matter, in favour of the Bill as one likely 
to be a great benefit to trade and to the parts of Ireland through which the 
canal posses. 

614. Do you share the opinion which has been almost universally expressed, 
with reference to the expediency of carrying out this measure?— 1 am very 
strongly in favour of the Bill, for the reasons I have already given. 

615. Chairman.] I presume you have no opinion to express to the Committee 
upon the question of the cost of the necessary alterations in ihe canal ; the 
deepening of it? — No, I have no information upon that point. 

616. The Company propose to take powers in the Bill to raise an amount not 
exceeding 20,000 l., to be expended partly in deeping and repairing the c inal, 
and partly upon lighters and expenditure of that kind. Do you think that the 
Company are in a position to borrow that sum, or a certain proportion of it from 
the public upon fair terms ? — The managers of the Company, or the Company 
really is composed of very respectable and very able men, and I have every con- 
fidence that what they propose to do they will effectually carry out. I have 
entire confidence in the Company. 

617. Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] Belfast is a very prosperous and enterprising 
community, is it not ? — Yes. 

618. There is plenty of wealth in Belfast; intelligent merchants and men 
with capital ? — Yes. 

Gig. The Lagan Canal connects Balfast with Lough Neagh, does it not? — 
Yes. 

620. Belfast, therefore, is directly interested in the prosperity of the Lagan 
Canal ? — Very much. 

621. And any increase of the traffic of the canal would be to the interest of 
Belfast, would it not r — -It would. 

0.108. e 3 622. The 
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622. The sum which is necessary, or which is represented ns sufficiout-to put 
the Ulster Canal in working order, a sum of some 20, 000 l., would bo a 

very small item in comparison with the resources of Belfast, would it not? 

Yes. 

623. Have any Belfast merchants or oilier gentlemen ever proposed or con- 
templated the undertaking themselves as »m undertaking likely 10 he remu- 
nerative to those who undertake it? — 1 have heard of no other rival 
Company. 

624. If this canal was put in working order, at cither the public expense or 
at the expense of third parties, whether the traffic on it was small or great, it 
would to a certain degree increase the traffic upon the Lagan ('anal naturally, 
would it not ? — It would be a feeder. 

625. And so benefit the communiiy in Belfast? — Yes. 

620. Could you, of your own knowledge, or as the result of your own inquiries, 
tell the Committee what prospect there is of making that canal a paying con- 
cern bv itself? — I rely upon the character and the strength of the. Company to 
carry out all that they have proposed. 

627. That is to say, you give them your general confidence ? — My entire 
confidence. 

628. It is enough for you that this Company has proposed to take it over? — 
On the terms, certainly ; I would put terms upon, them that they should not 
alienate the canal without the consent of Parliament. 

629. May I ask whether you would be personally prepared to advance any 
money, as a shareholder, in the attempt to make the Ulster ( anal a paying 
commercial concern ?— I do not go much in for works of that kind, but I think 
it would afford a fair prospect of good dividend. 

G30. O11 its own merits ? — Yes. 

631. Sir Richard Wyatt.] This system, I ineun the three canals when united, 
will really be a system in competition with the Great Northern Railway of 
Ireland, will it not r — It will. 

632. Then I presume that those, on whose behalf you have spoken, would be 
p;lad to have what are called two strings to their bow ?-— No doubt about it. 
There is an exceedingly strong feeling to that effect. 

C33. At present the railway compauy have a monopoly, by reason of the 
defective state of the Ulster Canal, have they not? — They have. 

G34. Therefore they are extremely anxious to see this Bill pass in order 
that they may have two strings to their bow?— No doubt that influences the 
people of Belfast very rau^h. 

635. Mr. Russell.] And it would influence any other commercial community 
in the same way, would it not ? — Yes, certainly. 


Mr. WILLIAM LAWIES JACKSON (a Member of the House,', sworn ,• 
and Examined. 

636. Chairman.] We have taken evidence upon the scheme of the Ulster 
Canal and Tyrone Navigation Bill, and in the course of that evidence it has 
appeared that besides the scheme as it » evident upon the face of the Bill, 
there is an understanding between the Lagan Canal Company and the Treasury, 
n-n Treas L Ury S,10U ^ raal;e an advance to them of 3,500 l upon the base of 
this bill ; is that your understanding of the arrangement ? — There is no arrange- 
ment ; there is no undertaking. It will be in the recollection, prohably, of 
some of the honourable Members of the Committee that last year, and, T 
think, the previous years, n sum of 3,000 l. was put upon the Estimates, and 
was dependent upon the passing of the Bill. The Government had agreed to 
contribute 3,000 l. towards the cost, of certain works which were necessary to 
put if in repair. ^ I was asked whether the Government would be prepared to 
undertake that, in tie case of the passing of this private BfU, we would don- 
tiibute 3,000 l. I said we could not enter into such an undertaking, because, 
er course, « vote of Purhamerrt, which wooH be necessary in such a case, must 
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be dependent upon the House of Commons, but that, so far as the Goverment 
were concerned, they had no intention of withdrawing from the understanding 
which luid been arrived at between Mr. Hibbert, a former Secretary to the 
Treasury, and subsequently confirmed or approved by Mr. Fowler, the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and also by myself in introducing the Estimates of last year ; 
and I think I may say that the Government would deem it right to adhere to 
the. arrangement or understanding which had been come to in former years; 
and in the event, of this Bill being passed (I say this now, although, as I have 
said, there is no undertaking to that effect), the Government would be prepared 
to recommend to the House of Commons a vote for this purpose. I understand 
that the works necessary to put the canal in order will cost a great deal of 
money, and, os the Committee know the annual cost of maintenance is, I think, 
about 1,100 2. or 1,200 l. a year to the Government at present, the Government 
are of opinion that a contribution to that amount would be a sai is factory trans- 
action, in order to get rid of an annual cost of maintenance of about 1,2002. a 
year; and at the same time to secure (as I understand the general opinion is 
that this Bill, if carried, would secure) to the public a canal in good working 


order. 


rcler. 

f>37. Then at what date would you consider, if this Bill were passed, that the 
passing of the Bill was the consideration upon which the Treasury would be under 
a kind of obligation to make this advance of this payment? — As I have said, the 
Treasury are. under no obligation to make a payment. 

638. When would you propose to make it ? — It would be provided either by a 
Supplementary Estimate or by a vote in an amount placed upon the Estimates 
of next year. 

639. The meaning of my question is this: would you propose to make that 
payment at the earliest practicable date as that their operations should be com- 
menced, and be defrayed out of that sum in the first instance 1 — 1 take it that 
the money would be advanced according to and at periods at which the work 
would be carried out, and that would be done, of course, under the supervision, 
and must be done to the satisfaction, of the Board of Works in Dublin. 

640. Do von contemplate under the agreement which you would have drawn 
up, 1 see under the Bill, making that advance before the Company had raised 
the necessary balance for completing the operation? —Expressing mv own 
personal opinion with regard to the course which would be followed, we should 
pay the money practically on certificate that such work had been performed. 

641. Without reference to the question whether the Company had put them- 
selves in a position to complete the bargain by completing the work?— To 

complete the bargain. » , , « ,. - 

642. 1 will put my question another way. I understand the policy ot the 
Treasury, and a very intelligible policy it is, is to preserve these canals for public 
use wi tli out they see an opportunity of doing so under the offer of the Eagan 
Canal Company, but in order to do so the Company will have to raise a sum which 
at any rate will be more than 10,000?., and the limit of which will be 20,000 2. 
Unless they raise that sum they cannot complete their part of the undertaking, 
and the 3,500 2. will 'be thrown away ?— I take it that, as a matter of business, 
tbe Company would not enter upon the performance of these necessary works i. 
unless they had made arrangements to carry out the whole and I take it that 
the Board of Works in Dublin would require that they should be satisfied that 
the works should be carried out, end that the canal should he ; made and put 
into working order, because that is the mam object. The subsidiary object, of 
course, is to save the annual cost of maintenance which we now incur, but the 
main object, of course, is to secure to the people of the district the canal in 

W °643 DS Are you aware that the company is one whnse shareholders have no per 
eonal liability?— No, 1 have no knowledge upon that. 

- _ V . , n ha that, thp t 


" lu I underrtood your answer to be that the Board of Works in Dublin 
would undoubtedly take means to satisfy themselves 1 

a a nonousarv nalfl.np.fi W 


would undoubtedly take means to wuuy before the money wm »d- 

vanced by the Treasury, that the necessary balance would be raiseu and applied 
by the Company?- — 1 should think bo, certainly. r w n ; v.+Um 

645. Is it at all within your contemplation that the Board of Worits them- 
sdfces -should make, besides ibis grant of 3,600 l, a further loan to the Company 
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in prosecution of the works? — There has been no communication addressed to 
me since I have been at the Treasury upon that question, but I believe that when 
the arrangement was first come to, and the Government introduced the first 
Bill, it « as contemplated at that time to make a loan or to spend about 10,000 /., 
giving them a margin of another 2,000 /.—I think that is in the Bill of 1884, if 
I remember rightly. I believe that at that time some negotiations took place in 
the direction of the Government making a loan to the Company on favourable 
terms. 1 believe that arrangement was subsequently modified by Mr. Hibbert, 
and took the form of a proposal to make a grant of 3,000 /., and to make a loan, 
extending over a period of years, I think. I am not, quite sure, but I think of 
7,000 /. or 9,000 /., but of course, if the Company went to the Board of Works 
to seek a loan in addition to the grant, that loan, 1 take, it, would be dealt with 
as any other application for a loan would be dealt with, and would be dealt with 
upon its merits, and such a loan would only be made on a security which was 
satisfactory to the Board of Works. 

646. Would that be the security of the property of the Lagan Canal? — 
That, of course, I cannot say until the application is made to them and the 
security is forthcoming. 

647. I think the amount proposed to be granted is 3.500 /. ? — Yes. 

648. If, besides the out-and-out part, of .3,500 l ., the ( ompany apply for 
a Government loan of 7,000 /. or 9,000 /., that will amount to the probable 
total expenditure, according to the evidence of the chairman of the Company? 
— 1 thought you put it at 20,000 /. 

649. No ; that is the limit of their borrowing powers. The chairman of the 
Company does not contemplate so large an expenditure ; but, however that may 
be, where would the security of the Government, be if the whole of the money 
was advanced in the way that has been described ' — l am not able to speak of 
the security, because the proposal has never come become before me, and I do 
not know "what security the Company might be prepared to offer. I have 
known cases where even personal security has been offered in the case of loans 
which have been applied for to the Government. 

650. Mr. Russell!] But you would not grant a loan without good security? 
— No, certainly not. The loan would be dealt with on its merits in the ordinary 
business way, and the loan would not be made unless the security was satis- 
factory to the Board of Works. 

651. Chairman.] But as the matter has been put before U9, so far it has been 
presented in this way. An original proposal of a loan of 10,000 and objection 
on the part of Mr. Hibbert, the then Secretary to the Treasury, to that loan, and 
a counter proposal by him instead of a loan of an out-and-out grant of 3,500/. 
Now, if b sides the out-and-out grant of 3,500/., vou are to lend 7,000/. or 
9,000/., then you will be worse off than under the original proposal? — I do not 
think so. This is the Bill of 1885, and by Sub-section B. of Section 2, 
it says : “ the Commissioners may undertake to pay to the Company from 
time to time, on account of the cost of the said works of repair, if 
executed in a manner approved by the Commissioners, such sums not 
exceeding in the whole the sum of 10,000 /., out of moneys provided by Parlia- 
ment, as may be specified in the agreement ; provided that the Treasury, if they 
think it expedient, may authorise the Commissioners to make such payments as 
aforesaid to an amount not exceeding in the whole 2,000 /. beyond thesaid limit 
of 10,000 /.” And then the Sub-section (C) specifies the manner in which the 
repayment shall be made. Sub-section (C) says, “The Company .-ball 
undertake to pay to the Commissioners, in consideration for the said transfer 
and for such payments as aforesaid on account of the said works of repair, an 
annuity (in this Act referred to as the said annuity), at the rate of 3 /. 15 s. for 
every 100/. so paid by the Commissioners aforesaid, and so in proportion for 
any less sum, for the period of 50 years, commencing at the expiration of three 
years from the passing of this Act, to be payable by half-yearly payments on 
every first day of May and first day of November during the said period, the 
first of such half-yearly payments to be made on whichever of the said days 
ensues next after the expiration of the said three years.” 

2. Have 
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652. Have you got a copy before you of the present year’s Bill?— I have. 

6.53- You will find no clauses or sub-sections at all of the nature of those you 
have just read in the present Bill ?— That is quite so. Of course this is a 
private Bill, and the other was a Government Bill. 

654. But there is no reference in this private Bill to any proposed grant or 
advance by the Treasury? — None whatever; nor was there, I believe, in the 
Government Bill of last year, but it took the form of an amount being placed 
upon the Estimates. 

6/>5. But not only is there no mention in this Bill of anv intended grant by 
the Government, or of any possible additional loan by the Government, but, 
under Clause f> of this Bill, there is a distinct power taken for the Company to 
raise ihe whole of the. money they maj require by a mortgage of their property 
from the public? -Just so. I should think that that would go to confirm the 
view that I ventured to express, that in the case of any application for a loan to 
the Board of Works in Dublin, it would be dealt with upon its merits, and it 
leaves it open, of course, to the Company to borrow their money in the market 
where they can borrow' it the cheapest. 

(i 5(i. Doi s not it occur to you that a company coming to Parliament to give 
them these borrowing powers should seek to exercise those borrowing powers, 
and having a promise of a grant from the Government that they should not come 
upon the Government for the whole of the money in the shape of either grant or 
loan? — I have not said, I think, that it was in contemplation to come upon 
the Government for the whole of it. 

657. But we have it from the chairman of the Company that they propose 
to make that application? — That, of course, 1 have not heard. 

6/58. Would you not think it a more fitting thing that a company which, the 
Committee understood, consists of responsible and eminent men, and with pro- 
perty of their own connected with a wealthy city like Belfast, should go to the 
public for tlie raising of the remainder of the necessary amount of the capital? 
— My own view certainly would be that it would be very desirable that they 
should borrow the money from the public ; but I do not imagine that Parlia- 
ment would put a clause in a private Bill prohibiting the Company from going 
to the Government. 

(),<j(). Mr. Russell .] I suppose you give that as a general view ? — I do, and I 
should like to see it much more largely adopted. 1 may say just in a word that I 
have looked upon this Bill as being a private Bill necessary to enable the Company 
to acquire this property. They have no power, as I understand, to enter into 
any obligation with regard to this property, except by the aid of Parliament, 
and I have always looked upon it that the terms of the transfer must necessarily 
be considered when that power had been acquired. I only look upon this Bill 
as really an enabling Bill ; to enable them to take the property, or to enter into 
an agreement with regard to it. 

660. On rhe whole, I suppose we may take it that you look upon this grant of 
3,500 /. as a grant in aid of repairs, which will cost at least a sum of 10,000/.; 
and you think that, in consideration of the fact that this Company is taking 
over a loss of 1,200 /. a year from the Government, that is not too much for the 
purpose of this Bill ?— I certainly think it is a very good bargain for the Treasury 
if we can get rid of a liability of 1,200 l. a year by a payment of 3,500 /. down ; 
and I look upon it further as being a good* bargain for the Company that they 
should get a property which has cost so large a sum of money for so small a 
sum ; and I look upon it also as a veiy good bargain for the public that they 
should obtain the advantages, which I hope they will obtain, if this canal is put 
into working order, and is worked as a canal. 

661. Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] The consideration which moves the Treasury is 

the desirability of getting rid of an annual charge which they now stand ? I 
have said that that is a subsidiary consideration with the Treasury. It is an 
important one I admit . _ 

062. The .consideration which will move from the Company to the Treasury, 
‘will only be an annual sutra in repayment of money advanced? I do not quite 
Understand the quBtion. 

' 0.108. F 663. What 
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GG;-). What will the Company give to the Treasury in oouHideration of this 
transfer, beyond that which merely represents interest and fin; repayment of the 
sum to be advanced by the Treasury .----I do not undor.-taiid that the. Company 
will give anything to the. Treasury beyond the relief of tin; cost of maintenance 
that is now imposed on the Treasury. 

G64. That follows the canal ? — Yes. 

6G5. But the Company gives no consideration for the transfer 7 — They give 
a consideration which I should imagine would he of value to the. public under- 
taking. 

GliO. I mean to the Treasury ? — Well, of course, the. obligation under which 
they come by their Bill to maintain and to work this canal would he an obliga- 
tion of course embodied in the agreement upon the transfer of tin; property. 

667. Beyond the covenant that may be. made, there would be no considera- 
tion r — There is no money consideration. 

GG8. Has the Treasury made any attempt to realize; this canal for a money 
consideration in oilier quarters? — I believe it was advertised for sale once. 

669. Might I ask you if you can say what would he considered a sufficient 
money consideration by the Treasury for the surrender or transfer of this canal 
to any party that might offer to purchase, it? — The highest price obtainable. 

670. Would the Treasury consent to make a transfer of this canal to a third 
party for such a consideration as 10,000/. or ft, 000 /. ? — I should require to 
have before me, before l could answer that question, u proposal put in a binding 
form, with sufficient security that it could he carried out, and would he carried 
out. 

071. Supposing u person was prepared to pay 10,000/. or 0,000/. in cash, 
would you take the cash and transfer the canal? — If there were, sufficient secu- 
rity to satisfy the Treasury that the canal would be put into working order, and 
would be maintained as a working canal, of course the Treasury has no lean- 
ing towards one customer or one applicant over another, hut I believe there is 
an obligation to maintain this canal. 1 am not sure that it could be closed. 

Sir Richard Wyatt^] It was stated yesterday by ihe secretary that the 
property liad been advertised and put up to auction, but no one bid 
for it. 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] I quite understood that. 

672. (To the Witness). Beyond that advertising, has the Treasury made any 
effort at all to realise this property ? — I am not aware of any effort recently. 
We have had no intimation given to us that there was any possibility of finding 
a ou stonier for it 

673. The Treasury is now resorting to an Act of Parliament, as it has resorted 
in previous years to an Act of Parliament, to get rid of the difficulty in con- 
nection with this canal ; 1 suppose another Act of Parliament might get rid of 
any other difficulties there might be in the way. If it be necessary to effect a 
sale of this canal for a cash payment, would there be any reason why the 
Treasury should not introduce an Act of Parliament and carry it out? —None 
whatever, as far as I know. 

674. Would the Treasury now be prepared to accept an immediate money 
payment for this canal ? — There is nothing to prevent, so far as I know, any 
other applicant for the canal to come forward to the Treusury und make a better 
offer than that which has been put before them. 

675. Would the Treasury lay down any conditions if it sold the canal for an 
immediate money consideration ? — I take it they would lay down the conditions 
that the canal should be put into working order, and maintained and worked as 
a canal. 

676. Has the Treasury itself put the canal in working order ? — Well, they 
have spent a good deal of money upon it from time to time. 

677. What, then, becomes of the obligation to maintain the canal in working 
order ? — I do not tbink I said that there was an obligation to maintain the 
canal ifi working order ; an obligation upon the Government to do that. I 
think what I did say was that I was not sure that there was any power to close 

the 
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the canal, and to allow it. to fall into disrepair, apart, from the general advantage 
of avoiding that if possible. 

(178. But. is in disrepair at the present moment, is it not? — Yes, it is in dis- 
repair. As I have said, there is an annual sum of about 1,2001. a year, which 


daresay would show that. This is the Report of the Commissioners of Public 
Works for the year ending the 31st March 1887. 


(jgo, Mr. thinly.] What report is that ? — This is the annual report of the 
Board of Works. 

tiSi. What page are you referring to?— Page 38 ; it is an Appendix under the 
bead of “ Maintenance and Supplies,” there is this expenditure, Ulster Canal, 
8 l. 9 s. 9 ll . ; and then under the heading “Repairs, Fittings, !cc., by servants 
of the Board of Works " 1,065 l. 2 s. 1 d. Then there is “ materials used by 
them," which cost 1381. 9s. ; “rent and insurance,” 4 1. 16s. 2d., making a 
total for that year of 1,2161. 17 s. 

S8'2. In what year was that f — ' That was the year ending 31'st March 1887. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] That does not appear to include any salaries. 


G83. Mr, Ilcaly.] Are there no lock-keepers here ? — Yes, that appears in the 
Estimates, I think, i beg your pardon ; the 1,065 1. 2 s. Id. appears under the 
head of “ Pay," and 138 1. 9 s. is the amount of the materials. 

G8.j. Then, except the 138 1. 9 s., there is close upon 1,065 1. 2'r. 1 d. for pay ? 
— Yes, it would include workmen. 


68, i;. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] How much of that is for wages of workmen em- 
ployed upon the repairs ; ami how much for salaries for lock-keepers ?— I am 
afraid I have, not got that information. 

686. You have to deduct from that the wages of the lock-keepers?— Yes, 1 

am not sure that 1 can give you the wages or the lock-keepers' salaries, but in 
the estimates for the current year the salary of the superintendent of the 
Tyrone Navigation anti Ulster Canal is stated to he 241 1. Then the Ulster 
look keepers are put in one sum . there are 24 of them, and they apparently 
receive from four guineas up to 32 7 10s. a year; 1 have not got the total. 
There are 24 of them, but they are not separated. 

687. There is no average shown ? — No, I am afraid not. 

683. So that of this 1,065 7, more than half goes in salaries .—The lock- 
keepers would of course include the whole of the lock-keepers, on the whole of 
the navigation which may be under the Board of Woiks._ , 

689. There are lialf-a-doscn of. them, are there not r— Yes. There is the 

Sh 6uo.° And the Baun r-Yes, and others. I did not mention the Tyrone hut 
there is a charge for that, and it amounts to 400 /. a year; and there is 3 7 11s. 
for the maintenance and supplies upou the Tyrone navigation. 

691. This goe3 over to the Company r— 1 (luite so. 

692. Mr. Heady] Is this in addition to the 1,200 7’ -Yes, in addition to the • 

1,200 2. which I have referred to. . 

693. Then you lose 1,600 1. a year r— By the two. 

694. Mr. Russell.] That makes the bargain stiU better for the Treasury, does 
it not ? — It makes the position of the Treasury still worse* 
way. 


1 will put it in that 



total of 401 l. 1 7s. 2 d. . ....... 

6u6 Colonel Saimd&rson ] That pay is not all to look^eepecs but t<x labourers 
emloy^ S^rSi^otfilt would: include everything, that comes 
under the heading of- pay.. 

„ 607. Mr. 

ft/108. F 2 
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(197. Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] That is to say, a canal of about four miles in 
length costs about 100/. a mile or 80 /. a mile, and the Ulster Canal, of 44 miles 
long, has, instead of 374 spent in repairs, 1 , 000 1 . ; that is three times as much 
although it is ten times the length ?— Yes, of course ; I have not the details nor 
could I say positively whether the 400 l. expended in that year upon the Tyrone 
is the average amount. I have uot verified that. 

698. Now, with regard to the superintendent, who receives 240 /. a year. 
What do the Government contemplate doing with hint, and how does he hold 
his post? — I am afraid I cannot answer that question. 

699. How long has he been in the service: — 1 think his name is Mr. Adams, 
if I remember rightly, and I think lie has a service of more than 40 years upon 
the Board of "Works ; but I think he has probably arrived at that period of life 
when a little rest might be requisite. 

700. Mr. Healy j I suppose he has promoted this Bill, too ? — I have no know- 
ledge of that. 

701. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.'] Is he to be transferred with the canal?— I 
should think not, but I cannot answer that question. 

702. If he is not, the charge in respect of his salary or his pension will con- 
tinue on the Treasury, will it not ? — That would continue in any case. 

703. Then you do not get rid of part of the charge, even if yoti transfer the 
canal? — I think it could hardly be expected that, in the case of a man who 
had given 40 years of his service his pension would be withheld by the 
Treasury, if he is entitled to one. 

704. Is it a fact, even if this transfer takes place, that, the suggested 
reduction of the Estimates by the total sum mentioned will not take place, 
inasmuch as this man’s salary at any rate, or his pension, will remain an im- 
perial charge ?— I think he has given some period of his total service to this 
canal, but I believe that previously to that he was engaged by the Board of 
Works otherwise. 

705. Is there anybody else connected with either tho Tyrone, or the Ulster 
Navigation in a similar position ? — 1 am not able to say. 

706. You are not able to say there are not ? — Of course, if you push the 
argument very far you might say that the whole of the Office of Works in 
Dublin is more or less engaged upon work in connection with this, in super 
intendence, and so on. 

707. W hat I want to ascertain is whether there will not be a very substantial 
reduction of the Estimates ; at any rate, with reference to one item it appears 
that there will not be a reduction ?— Of course, I can only offer an opinion 
upon that, because 1 have not the facts before me; but I should incline to 
the opinion that inasmuch as a possible transfer of this property has been 
within the contemplation of the Government, and of tho Board of Works, 
for at least four years, the expenditure on the repairs during that period of 
four years would naturally, I think, be kept down to the minimum; and, 
therefore, if a transfer is not made it might be, as I say 1 have not the 
facts, but it might be that the expenditure in succeeding years might even 
be larger than the average of the past. 

708. And it might be less. You say that the Treasury has entered into no 
undertaking to make any grant to the Lagan Company ?— That is so. 

709. But that you consider it a point of honour not to depart from the 
position taken up by your predecessors ?— That is so. 

710. But that, at any rate, the grant is to be advanced only, pari passu. 
with the completion of, at any rate, the first portion of the works ?— Cer- 
tainly, that is my understanding of it. 

, 7 * 1, At the same time, as we have heard, it is contemplated, at any rate, 
by the Company to come to the Board of Works for a sum of some 0,000 l. to be 
advanced upon loan, in order to put them in funds to complete the work!— 
1 es, the chairman has said so. 

712. Now, do you consider that the cheok of the Board of WorkB in respect 
of the advance of 3,500 l. from time to time, as the work is completed, is any- 
thing more than illusory, when with the other hand you are advancing twice 
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the amount of money to the same company? — I do not look upon the check of 
the Board of Works as being illusory. On the contrary, I should expect that 
the Board of Works would not make the advance, would not pay over the 
money or the instalments, if I may use that term, except upon proof and satis- 
faction to them that work to that value had been done; and 1 think that would 
be a complete chock, so far as the expenditure of the money went. 

713. Now I ask your attention to Section 5 of the Bill. You see there pro- 
vision is made for extending the borrowing powers of the Company, and that 
the sum borrowed may be expended on the following purposes, or any of them : 

“ 1. For giving the Ulster Canal a navigable depth of live feet, at least, from 
end to end, and otherwise improving the works thereof. 2. For the purpose of 
providing, by building or pursliase, vessels, animals, and apparatus for the 
purpose of the carriage and hauling upon the said canals. 3. For the purpose 
of subscribing to any company or association for carrying goods upon the 
said canals. And 4. For the purpose of subscribing to any company or asso- 
ciation making or managing any tramway connected with the said canals, or 
any part or parts thereof." There is no binding obligation upon the Company 
to expend any money borrowed upon any one of those four objects in particular; 
that it will be at liberty to appropriate the money borrowed by any one of the 
four to the exclusion of the other three?— Yes, no doubt it would be possible 
to do that. 

714. Therefore the Company may advance the money “ for the purpose ot 
subscribing to any company or association for carrying goods upon the said 

canals”? — Certainly. , _ 

715. Are you aware that the Canal Company itself does not own any lighters: 
— 1 have no knowledge upon that. 

7 if). Are you aware that the secretary of the Company in his private capa- 
city is the owner of lighters working upon the canal ?— No, I do not know it. 


7 Do vou see anything in that clause that would prevent the Company, 

' ' . J J ° 1 • nnnnnit,. frAm CIlllCA!'! IlinCT 


after obtaining money upon loan in its corporate capacity, from subscribing 
... *1 . _ ... — ,1 n ill „ ‘t nf ifa nwn secretary ?— I am afraid that is rather a 


to the private undertaking of its own secretary 
legal question, and I should not like to offer any opinion upon it. 

718. Has the Treasury contemplated that state of things ? — I do not think it 
is a matter that concerns the Treasury. 


710 It did not enter into the contemplation of the Treasury in forming an 

' y* « to AT.i. An lnnet Thie tc a hnwev 


estimate of the merits of the proposal ?-Not in the least. This is a power 
1 . mien, titom • m hrvrrnw a sum 01 monev. 


which the 


not exceeding *20,000 l, for certain purposes ; 

Company with those powers, and if the money is no borrowed from the 
Treasury, 1 should not deem the Treasury to be concerned. 

720. Blit Parliament does not propose to give the Company these powers 
without knowing the facts of the case ’-That is a matter for the Committee and 


n °72° r And^fistlso the duty of the Treasury, is it not, to inquire into the 
facts of the case 1 — I do not see the connection myself. 

722. Mr. Ilealy.] In the event of the Company failing to ^y out the canal 
if they find it a bad speculation, what is to become of the canal then .-I think 
it reverts, so far as I remember. 

723. It reverts to the Board of Public Works^.—Yes. 


724. 


they find this a bad speculation, they 
A . T 1 . . j „.;n a 1 thk thtn? over affaitt ( — 


Wiil have had 3,500 f from you, "and you will have all this th “>g 0T “ j, 

They will then have had the money which wih have been expended jpon the 


canal, and presumably the canal would be the better for the expenditure. 

And you will have the trouble all over again 7-1 hope not. 

726. Is there anything to show that all this trouble will 1 

, find they have made a bad bargain, and drop Ae tiling bke 
... , * , • 1 fViot in nr1rhti<m to the grant whu 


72< And vou will have the trouble all over again? _ , . 

7 * ’ 7 ything to show that all this trouble will not begin again as 

y mug w ^ ^ L .j , the tinner like a 

tempi j 

Parliament might give them they - - v . • v pttei . 

tainly should think that the canal would not be m a worse but in a bettei 


soon ns they find they have made a naa oargam, — — o - 

hot potato ?-I think ’it is contemplated that in addition t .the grant winch 
Parliament might give them they would expend other moneys and 1 cer 


position at that time. 
0.108. 


f 3 


721. 


What 
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727. What security will the country have that in two or three years time 
when these gentlemen, finding that they have made, a bad bargain, that, they 
will not throw the thing upon your hands again ? — If they were unable to 
cany out their obligation, of course we should revert practically to the posi- 
tion that we are in to-day ; we should be in no worse position. 

728. Would you re-appoint your superintendent at 241 l. a year?— I think 
it has been stated that the superintendent has a long period of service ; aud 
probably if we keep the canal we shall have to appoint somebody else in his 
place. 

729. Has the question of the leasing, instead of granting, been considered 
by the Treasury ? — Yes, it has been considered; that is to say, I have con- 
sidered it. There has been no negotiation, I think ; but it was a suggestion 
which rather occurred to me, with a view of avoiding the difficulties which 
had been experienced in passing the Bill through Parliament, and I did 
ask. the question whether we had not the power to lease, the canal to them; 
but after consideration I do not see that really any advantage could be ob- - 
tained, because the lease would not relieve us of the obligation in case they 
failed to take it back again. 

730. Has any effort been made by the Board of Works taking the four miles 
of the Tyrone Navigation to reduce this charge of 4001. or 100/. a mile: — I 
am afraid I cannot give a very definite answer to that. It is their duty, of course, 
to keep down the expenditure 10 the very lowest point. 

731. Considering that there are no lighters upon the canal, and the locks can- 
not be numerous, can you arrive at any reasonable conclusion why a four-mile 
canal should cost 400 /. for maintenance? — I am afraid I cannot answer that 
question, because I do not know the number of locks, and I do not know the 
details of the expenditure. 

732. Are. you aware the secretary said that in the event of the navigation of 
the Bann being abolished, aud it being allowed to run as God intended it should, 
and used for drainage purposes, they consider that they would have a claim for 
compensation in case that navigation was interfered with? — No. 

733 - Would you think it a reasonable thing that a clause should be inserted 
in this Bill that the operation of the drainage works in Lough Neagh and the 
Lower Bann should give them no claim for compensation? — I am afraid I 
should not like to express an opinion upon that ; I am not sufficiently con- 
versant with the district and the possibilities. 

734. Do you think it a reasonable thing to give these people who are getting 
this bargain, upon which the country lias spent . 300,000 /., a vested interest in 
possible future expenditure by reason of future works upon the Lower Bann ? — 
As I say, I rlo not underhand the point, and therefore I would rather not give 
an opinion upon it. 

735 - Would you think it a reasonable thing to prevent their having such a 1 
right to make such a claim ? — I think probably the general law would have 
to apply with reference to such a case. 

736. You think it will turn out a good speculation, even taking that into 
consideration ? — I hope it will. 

737. As I understand, you are going to pension off the superintendent ; iu 
case the Company turn off all the lock-keepers and labourers, and so on, will 
not they become a charge upon the rates, or will any guarantee be taken with 
regard to the discharge of these local men ? — I am not aware that the question 
has been raised, but I can say that of course there is a great difference between- 
pledging yourself by a clause in an Act of Parliament that you will' not turn off 
a man, and turning a man off without such a pledge. 

738. Once you part with your contract, what power will you have to prevent 
hardships ? — Once a Clause is inserted in the Act of Parliament, the Company 
will not have it in rheir control to take any other course. 

739; But the Treasury would?— -But I think it would be a very unusual 
Clause to insert in an Act of Parliament to say, you, the Company, shall, so 
long as this man lives, not even subject to good behaviour, continue to pay his 
wages. 

740. Bntyou are going to pension the man who has been in receipt of 240 l. 

U year, 
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a year, and the other man is to be left to the mercy of the elements ? — It is not 
a question of being left to the mercy of the elements, because it is not a con- 
dition of employment you can enforce ; a man, presumably, enters the service 
at a le.-s rare of payment if lie is entitled to a pension. 

741. Will you toll the Committee why the Bill, instead of merely handing 
over the water-way to the Company, hand it over on condition of the payment 
of 120 l. or 130 l. a year? — It hands over the whole of the property, and the 
transaction must he looked at as a whole. 

742. That would be of the actual value of 130 1. a year ?— Of course, it would 
depend partly upon whether it was a payment secured, or whether it was subject 
to abatements 

743. There is an actual rental now from the canal of 130 l., and you are 
proposing to give that away os an .absolute gift? — I think you may take it, and 
I do not hesitate to express, ns I have already expressed, that I think the Com- 
pany get a very good bargain. 

744. I will take it in this way. Supposing that you were offered 1,000 1. for 
this rental, would you think that a fair thing without the canal? — I think we 
could not separate it. Probably there are some way-leaves necessary. 

74. r ,. Precisely ; but why is the Company not merely given the water-way, 
which they say is all they want, or which the local public say is all they want; 
but why should not this go in ease of local taxation? — The answer to that is 
that this is the best arrangement which hitherto the Treasury has been able to 
make. . 

746. Supposing you offered the Canal to the Company and any way-leaves 
they wanted, and you kept the rental in your own possession ifyou did not want 
the 1,000 Z., why should it not go in ease of local taxation? — I think probably the 
Company would say, we have taken into account the whole of the property as 
as it stands, including the rentals ; we are going to enter into obligations that 
will impose upon us a considerable charge and responsibility, and this is one of 
the conditions upon which we enter upon those terms. 

747. Do you think it reasonable that as the Government are now parting 
with their control over this canal, and handing it into private people s hands, 
the Grand Juries and Boards of Guardians, and other persons interested should 
have some representation upon the directorate, or that the Board of Works 
should he able to nominate some such persons ?— I am not very much m favour 
of official directors ; I should sav that the interests of the public would be more 
likely to he served by making it to the interests of the Company to obtain the 
largest revenue, which means giving the best service to the public which they 


could. 


748. When this Bill passes, vou wash your hands completely of this thing, 
and may get it back again for anything you know m a state of absolute 
disrepair ?-I hope we shall get rid of the obligation we have now and I hope, as 
I have already said, the Company will benefit, and that the public will benefit 
by the opening of this canal, and by its being worked as such, for l am quite 
certain, if it can he worked as a canal, it must tend in the direction of conferring 
advantages upon the district through which which it passes. 

740. Is there any security in the Bill that this Company may not simply 
pocket your 3.500 let the water drain off, and then at the end of three or four 
years say thev are not able to work the canal ?— I do not see any advantage to 
the Company" in entering into such an agreement. Let us assume that that was 
present to their minds, if the Company lake over to-day this canal in ‘^ present 
condition, they will get 3,500 1. from the Government, which is spent upon the 
works upon the canal, and, if they fail to work, tt reverts back to the Cpmmis- 
. sionevs again. The Company will have got no benefit out of it. 

750. Have yon ascertained what expense the Company has been at for 

Parliamentary promotion, and whether there is aDy am ®^j 0 * - . , 

you art going to give to the Company in payment of bills of costs ?— i do 
"not know 8 what expense they have been at. 1 know feat the Government 
was at some expense in connection with the previous Bills. 

7 5 1. Do you propose to take any means of preventing any sum you hand 

them being paid as promotion money or as expenses of promotion! Ishouldnot 

think it necessary to take any guarantee. I suppose that this would be treated 
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on its merits as Bills of the kind usually are, and that they would be 
entitled, out of the funds of the Company, to pay the legitimate costs of the 
application. 

752. Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] In case this Lagan Company take.3 over the 
canal, the committee of management are to be called the “ hoard of directors 
of the Company, and the Lagan Navigation Act, 184a, and the Lagan Naviga- 
tion Act, 1873, shall be read as if in the sections of the said Acts relating to 
the committee of management, the board of directors wore referred to in lieu 
of the said committee, and the said Acts shall have effect accordingly.” 
What I want to ask you is this : Whether there is anything in the Act of 1843 
or in the amending Act of 1873, or in this Act, to compel the Lagan Com- 
pany to maintain the canal as a going concern; whether there is any power 
resident in the Board of Works, or in the Treasury, or anywhere else, to take 
them to task if they simply abandon the canal or use the land of it for any 
other purpose? — There is, of course, a limitation of the power of the Com- 
pany in Clause 7, that they “ shall not sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of the 
said canals or either of them, or of any land or property held on account thereof, 
without the sanction of the Commissioners in writing having previously been 
obtained . 

753. But where is the provision for reverter ? — It is in Sub-section B. of 
Clause 3, which says: ‘‘The Company shall keep the said canals open for navi- 
gation and in a fit state of repair, and provision may be made for the forfeiture 
of the said canals by the Company, and the reverter thereof to the Commis- 
sioners on default being made by the Company in such undertaking," and I 
imagine that the agreement would, contain a clause to carry that out. 

754. If that were carried out after the Lagan Company had neglected the canal 
and got it into a thorough state of disrepair, what possible inducement could 
there" be for the Board of Works to resume, under the provisions of this section, 
an admittedly embarrassing asset, which has only cost them, up to the present 
time, an annual outlay of 1,100 1. or 1,200 /. ?— I cannot imagine this Company 
taking over the canal at all, if it was in their contemplation to allow it to fall 
into disrepair. 1 cannot imagine that the Company can get any benefit out of 
the canal, except by having it put in order and working it. 

755. Surely it is a benefit to the Lagan Company to take over the land which 
is now in the occupation of tenants and for which rent is paid?— It only brings 
in 130 1 a year. 

756. But the Lagan Company itself is not a very large one, is it? — I take it 
.that the Lagan Company would look rather to this as a feeder, which would 
benefit them just as a railway company benefits by sometimes taking over a 
branch line which by itself does not pay, but which brings traffic ou to the main 
line, out of which they get their profits. 

757. Are you aware that the Committee of 1881 reported that there was a 
considerable amount of land which was fit for grazing, and that there was a con- 
siderable amount of land which was fit for tillage ? — Yes, I believe that i9 so. 

7.58. Is not that a valuable property of itself? — I think it is. I have said 
several rimes that I think it is an exceedingly good bargain for the Company- 

759. Now, with regard to the men who are employed about this canal, they 
are at present the servants of the Board of Works, are they not ? — Yes. of 
-course they may be in temporary pay. 

760. Do the Board of Works claim that in respect of all these people they 
•are entitled to hand them over to the service of a private company ?— I do not 
think there would be any difficulty about any friendly arrangement being 
arrived at between the two. 

761. If any of these men should object, would the Treasury recognise their 
claim as public servants ? — The honourable Member knows that public servants 
of course who have any claims to superannuation can only be. dealt with in ohe 
way. Hired men engaged temporarily of course take service in the same way 
as they take service under any private company; but it would clearly the 
duty of the Board of Works to try and make a friendly arrangement with the 
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Company to secure that these workmen should nor. suffer, as far as it can 
be done.' 

762. But does the Treasury, by any covenant in the agreement, secure them- 
selves against any claim on the part of the existing servants of the Board of 
Works? - No. 

763. Has the Treasury caused any estimate to be made of the capital sum 
which would be represented by such possible claims ? — I cannot conceive such 
claims arising. 

764. Take the case of the officer to be superannuated, the superintendent, 
that represents a certain capital sum, does it not ?— Of course the officer, if he 
were superannuated, would receive as pension what he is entitled to, as at present. 
His position is not, I mean, affected by this Bill. 

705. But, with regard to the others, what do you say r — l suppose these lock- 
keepers are men on weekly wages, most of them. 

766. The Treasury has not not made any estimate or caused any inquiry to 
be made with reference to the amount of claims that might be put forward with 
reference to these servants ? — No. If the Bill is passed, if Parliament gives the 
Company its Bill, and I hope they will get it, of course then it will be the duty 
of the Board of Works to enter into relations with the Company to settle an 
agreement ; and it would be a very proper thing for them to consider between 
the Company and the Board of Works which of the men could be taken over 
by the Company ; and I should hope that the Company would meet them in a 
fair spirit and take over all the men who were useful to them. 


Mr. THOMAS SEXTON (a Member of the House), sworn ; 
and Examined. 


767. Sir Richard Wyatt!] You are Lord Mayor of Dublin?— Yes. 

768. And one of the Representatives of Belfast ?— Yes, West Belfast. 

7f><). In the latter capacity you have had an opportunity of learning the views 
of your constituents with reference to the desirability of this Bill receiving the 
sanction of Parliament, had you not?—' Yes; of my constituents, and generally 
of the people of the province of Ulster . 

770. I do not think you wtre in the room when Sir William Ewart gave his 
evidence, but I put this question to him ; at present the Great Northern Railway 
Company have practically the monopoly of the traffic through the district 
traversed by the canal system, have they notr They have. 

771 . Is it your opinion that if this Bill passes and the three canal companies 
arc united and worked as one in the improved condition contemplated namely, 
the lowering of the water of the Ulster Canal, that will enable the Canal Company 
to compere with the railway ?— I think that result would certainly follow. 

-72-3. And is it the opinion of your constituents ns far as you have been able 
to 'ascertain it, as well as your own, that it is highly desirable that they should 
have the advantage of the competition thus offered to the traders of the locality . 
—I believe it is, and I may add that this Bill is the only legislative matter m 
regard to which, as being onu of the Members of Belfast, I find all kinds of 

Pe 774. Are yemaware of any organised opposition to this measure, are you 
aware that public meetings have been held 1— X have observed the course of public 
opinion, and I am not. aware of any article in a newspaper, or of any resolution 
of a public bodv, or of any resolution of a public meeting in opposition to the 

BUI 


77 e Mr. Russell.'] The remark you apply to all classes of people 111 Belfast 
with Regard to their being in favour of this BUI. suppose to ^ 

classes in Ulster at least to those that wiU be affected by the canal Yes, the 

expressions of ^iibli c opinion into district affected hv the -above been 
uniform, and without any exception, in favour of the Bill. I believe tne 0 reat 

maiority of them are in favour of the Bill. p AmiMn « 

776. Have you paid any attention to the concessions the Company have 
; 0.108. G 
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made with reference totln* objections that have been taken to the BUI ? — Yes, I 
have paid some attention to them. 

777. Do you consider them satisfactory, or otherwise? — I should not like 
to give an absolutely positive reply upon that point. 

778. You did not hear the secretary’s evidence yesterday ? — No. 

779. Chairman.'] Do you know anything ol' the question which has been 
started here of a possible scheme for lowering the level of Lough Ne.igli? - 
Yes. 

779. * Do you regard that as a probable feature ol the scheme that will 
be likely to be affected? — I regard that question as one to be dealt with by 
scientific opinion rather than by any opinion I can express upon the matter. 

780. Are you aware, or is it within your knowledge, that if Lough Neagh 
were lowered below what is called the summer level, these canals would become 
useless without their level being further lowered? — I have heard it maintained 
that if the lake were lowered below the summer level, the effect would be in- 
jurious to the canal, but i have al&o heard it maintained that it will not be ne- 
cessary for any navigation works in another quarter to lower the lake below the 
summer level. 

781. Is not one of the objects of lowering the level of the Lough to free 
certain rich bordering lands from being rapidly overflowed ?-- Yes, certainly. 

782. And for that purpose it might, be necessary to lower the level of the 
Lough Neagh below the summer level? — Yes, possibly. There are two opinions 
upon the subject, and I cannot pretend to decide between them. 

783. Mr. May 1 ask you whether you are aware that the damage to 

these lands on the sides of the Banu arises from the lake when it is above the 
summer level? — Yes. As 1 have tried to convey to the Committee, that is one 
of the contentions ; in fact, it is identical with the contention that no damage is 
done in the lake with respect to the summer level. 

784. Chairman.] Supposing that we wished to ascertain for our own satisfac- 
tion that the scheme of lowering the level of Lough Neagh for these, purposes 
would not involve lowering it below the summer level, could you satisfy the 
Committee upon that point, or must we refer to some other witness ? — I could 
not undertake to satisfy you upon that point. 

785. Sir Richard, Wyatt .] Of course, if anyone took upon themselves to 
interfere with the level of Lough Neagh, and so destroy the canal system of 
the district, they would entail upon themselves a great responsibility and lia- 
bility to compensation ? — That is a speculative question which depends upon 
circumstances that may arise hereafter. 

78b. No one "ould be advised to do that without the sanction of Parliament; 
nothing short of Parliamentary powers would enable anyone to interfere with 
the level of Lough Neagh ? — The answer to thut question depends upon a more 
exhaustive knowledge of the law that exists than 1 comprehend to possess. 

787. Assuming that to he so, that they would entail upon themselves great 
liability, thut is really the protection against interference with the level of the 
water ? — If 1 understand you to mean that it would be necessary for any 
persons, in order to inflict damage by lowering the level, to come to Parliament 
for that, purpose hereafter, 1 think that would be the proper time when the 
question of compensation should be raised and considered. 

788. And if they did it, without the sanction of Parliament, they would incur 
great responsibility, which alone would be the protection ? — Of course. If any- 
one breaks the law, he incurs a responsibility. 

Mb. JEREMIAH JORDAN (a Member of the House), sworn; 
and Examined. 

789. Sir Richard Wyatt. ] You have heard the evidence of my Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, end also of Sir vYilliam Ewart, I think r — Yes. 

790. 1 think you are interested, as a commercial man, in this question? — 
Yes. 
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701. Do you endorse, their views with reference to the desirability of carrying 
out the scheme, contemplated by this Bill? — Yes, and I feel more strongly than 
they do, in relation to the desirability of having it open as another means of 
transit for the transmission of goods other than the Great Northern Railway. 

79 2. Have yon heard ol any organised or individual opposition to the measure 
in your district r — Not the slightest ; all the other way. 


703. Mr. Russell. \ What I wish specially to ask you is this : you have some 
knowledge, have you not, of rlie flooding of the lands by the rising of the Lough 
Erne ? — Yes ; we have considei able flooding of the land by the rising of the 
Lough Erne. 

794. Does any damage arise when the lake is at the summer level?— Never. 

795. The damage arises when the lake is above the summer level? — Always. 

79C. And not when it is at the summer level? — No, never \'hen it is at the 

summer level. In Lough Erne we have very low-lying lands besides the 
Lough 

797. Are you able to say that the damage arises from Lough Neagh in the 
same way ? — No, I am not able to say. 

7 q 8. Mr. Arthur O' Connor. ] Are there not at least 20 loughs between Lough 
Erne and Lough Neagh ?— I am not aware. 

799. There are a number of loughs, at any rate ? — Yes. 

800. And the levels of the two loughs are not the same, the level of Lough 
Neagh and the level of Lough Erne would not be the same in the same week? -I 
am not able to sav that. 

801. They are not in the same catchment, basin, are they ?— No. 

802. And the slopes of Lough Erne are not the same as the slopes ot Lough 

Neagh? — No. , , .... 

803. So that the condition of Lough Erne has nothing; to say to the condition 
of Lough Neagh? — No ; but the. circumstances might be analogous. 

804. No doubt, but is there a thing corresponding with Toome W eir of Lough 

Erne? — I do not know. • . . . j 

803. Does not the level of Lough Neagh depend upon Toome Weir? I do 
not know. . , .. , 

80G. Surely Toome Weir is at the mouth of the exit from Lough Neagh 
down the Lower Banu ? — l am not conversant with that district. 

807. Now, with regard to the interest in the locality ; I think you are from 
Enniskillen? — Yes. 

808 You are commercially interested in Enniskillen ? - Yes. 

800. And if the canal were opened between Lough Erne and Lough Neagh 
the- commercial community of Enniskillen, at least, in so fat at they are in the 


nosition of yourself, would have an advantage 1-1 do not think the commercial 
community would have an ad vantage. It is the consumers in the locality who 
would have an advantage. So far as the commercial community is concerned, 
it makes a very little difference whether we pay ten shillings a ton 01 fifteen 
shillings a Ion for carriage. It all goes to the advantage of the consumer and 
we apprehend that thee would go to the advantage of the consumer something 
like threepence per week upon Indian meal, on threepence per week upon flour 
810 And you say it is a matter of indifference to .he commercial community ( 

N01 w holly indifferent, because we would rather pay, say 10 1 . upon carnage 

rather than 15 l, but as far as making money out of the transaction, we wou d 
make no Une?; « , llave less ca P ital in * e “““S 6 ’ ** 


-t'.fel ;»hf ha e ve C ;rfo e pay for carriage if this emial were opened ? 
We have i/short, competing railway with ihe Great ^orthern at pre»int fiom 
Sligo to Enniskillen, and we save by that competing railway four shillings a ton 
in the carriage of flour, and live shillings in the carnage of American 
bacon from Liverpool, and we save something like three or four shillings a ton 
on the Carriage of sugar, all by means of that competing line. It M anticipated 
that^he Great, Northern Kail way Company of Ireland will P^hase hat me in 


orient pud it out of the way, and thSa we would have no competing line hut 
the Great Northern to all that part of the country, except we get this Ulster 


the (heat .Nortnern to an .no. - *. - Canal 
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Cental, and we want the Ulster Canal as a competing line, as against the mono- 
poly of the Great Northern Railway, for the benefit of the community, mid not 
the traders. 

■Si 2. Have the traders or the community of Enniskillen, any more than the 
traders or community of Belfast, ever contemplated a commercial undertaking 
and starting this canal at their own expense ? — Never ; any more than they 
have contemplated the undertaking of the Londonderry and Enniskillen Rail*, 
way, because we have not a penny in it. 

813. It is of course only natural that the commercial community in 
Enniskillen should he glad to see this canal opened l — 1 think so. 

814. In fact you would be lunatics if you were not glad ? — Yes. 

815. Colonel Sa.underson.'] Is it. not the case that one of the reasons why the 
population dwelling upon the banks of the canal are so anxious that the Bill 
should pass, is that the supplies of turf have lately fallen off to a considerable 
extent, and that the people depend upon the supply of coal, and that the supply 
of coal is entirely in ihe hands of the Great Northern Company, who 
charge a very high price for it, and that, therefore, the people along the banks 
of the canal hope to get coal at a much cheaper rate? — We are getting coal 
fairly cheap now by the connection of the Sligo Railway, but if that were closed 
up we should require to depend entirely upon the Ulster Canal to get coal 
cheaper. 

81 G. Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] As a matter of fact, you do not now get your 
coal from the Great Northern Railway? — No. Would you permit me to say, 
at the same time, in our part of the country wo think that the property being 
there as a canal should not at present be dismantled ; and if you will permit 
me to j-ay, as a public man, I think it is not the time to dismantle any 
water way or road in Ireland, as, in our part of the country at least, we expect 
it will be more prosperous, and that there will be a greater population. The 
canal is there, at any rate, hut it is now losing 1,200/. a year; and we think 
that if the outlay that is contemplated he made upon ir, and that it is still not 
to be used as a water way, it cannot be in any worse condition than it is at. the 
present time as a losing concern ; and the. Government cannot be any worse off 
than they are now, and we consider that the Government have made a very good 
bargain in paying down the money ; and we would advocate that under no 
circumstances should the canal be dismantled ; but, in order to maintain it as 
' a roadway, we would like something like the following conditions : That this com- 
pany should neither lease, nor let, nor sell, either the land or the canal to any 
company whatever. We would also like, in order to attain our end, that the 
traffic should be maintained so long as the company holds the canal, that is, 
that they should run the lighters upon it ; that they should not hold it in their 
hands, and not use it ; and that failing to maintain the traffic, or in case of bank- 
ruptcy, the canal should revert to the Commissioners of Works. 

Si 7. Mr. Russell .] That is provided for in the Bill? — Yes, so as to maintain 
the waterway intact. 

818. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] That is not provided for ?— No ; and that the 
part of 3 , 500 1 ., and the loans under the Bill, be expended solely on, or in con- 
nection with, the canal traffic, and that the existing leases should be maintained, 
and no compensation be sought for the reduction of Lough Neagh to a Jow 
summer level. These are some of the conditions that we would like to be em- 
bodied either in the Bill or in an agreement between the Treasury and the 
Company. 


Mr. HENRY WILSON, sworn; and Examined. 

819. Sir Richard Wyatt .] Are you here to represent the firms of John 
Stevenson and Company, Limited, and the Roam Spinning Company ? — Yes. 

820. And are those two companies two of the largest freighters upon the 
canal ? — They are. 

821. Yon know what is contemplated by this Bill,! believe? — I do. 
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, 8 = 2 .- Do you b f> eve that '* w ° uld be a grrat local as well as public advantage 
that the Bill should pass r— Yes, I believe so. 

823. Do you think that if the navigations are improved, as proposed by this 
Bill, particularly the Ulster Canal, it would be enabled to compete with the Grear. 
Northern Railway ol Ireland ? — Certainly. 

824- And is it your desire, and those whom you represent, that they should 
have the advantage of the two systems of transit ?— Certainly. 

825. To what extent can you speak with regard to the feelings of other traders 
upon the canal?— I know that the general feeling in the County Tyrone is 
strongly in favour of it. 

826. And you are aware that public meetings have been held upon the 
subject? — Yes. 

827. Have you heard any opposition from any quarter whatever to the 
proposed scheme ? — Not with the proper safeguards that there seems to be con- 
tained in the Bill. 

828. You know the provisions of the Bill, and you are here to support them ? 
— Y es. 


8-29. Mr. jRmsjc/J.] In addition to representing these firms, you represent the 
lessees at Coalisland, do you not ? — Yes. 

830. Arc you satisfied with the arrangements entered into yesterday by the 
Secretary ? — Y es. 

831. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.'] You represent two commercial firms, I under- 
stand ? — Yes. 

832. And it would be to the advantage of those two commercial firms that 
this canal should be open to the traders ? — Decidedly ; if it closed, Coalisland 
might close. 

$ 33 - With regard to these meetings which were held, did you attend them ? 
— Yes, I have attended some meeting's. 

834. How many meetings did you attend ?— On,ly two meetings in our own 
neighbourhood. 

835. Were you instrumental in getting one meeting up? — I was not. 

83G. They are included in that little report which was circulated by the 
reporter in favour of the Bill, are they not? — I do not know; I have not 
seen it. 

837. Mr. Russell .] I suppose generally the people who are interested in the. 
subjects get. up the meetings and attend them ? — 1 think so. 

The Committee Room was cleared. 

After a short time the parties were called in. 

Chairman .] The question I desire to put to the parties representing the- 
Company on this occasion is this : We have heard something rather vague ot 
the possibilities of a scheme for lowering the level of Lough Neagh, and we 
have some reason to suppose that if it were lowered there might be a claim for 
compensation on the part of the owners of the Ulster Canal. Under the Bill 
as it is drawn, if the navigation were not kept free the sole consequences to the 
Company would be that the canal would be forfeited, and would revert to the 
Commissioners ; and if in the meantime they had only expended the money 
given or borrowed from the Government they would have incurred no expendi- 
ture of their own, and they would be quit, if I read the; Bill correctly, by the 
forfeiture of the canal, but they might still have a claim to compensation in 
respect of damage to the canal from the lowering of Lough heagh. How 
wou you propose to meet that consideration. 

Sir Rickard JVyatt.~\ I presume that this Committee would not in a private 
Bill deprive the Company of its rights to seek compensation for any damage 
done to their property. 

Mr. j Healy.] We do not touch the Lagan Canal at all. 

Sir Richard Wyatt ] Quite so. Then this will be an integral part of the 
system. When it is amalgamated it will, to all intents and purposes, be a part 
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of the property of the Lagan Canal (Company, and therefore it would be so 
serious a matter that it would he impossible for those here insi meting me to 
consent to the inseition in a private Bill of an alteration of the general law, 
where by they would get compensation if any wilful damage was done to their 
property. 

Chairman .] That I can quite understand ; but the question is what should be 
d< ne with that compensation. Supposing that event, happened, and that the 
Company were to get that compensation ; if they were simply to Mirremler the 
canal and pocket the com pens: ition, that would not be a legitimate conclusion 
ol this business. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] M ill you forgive me, Sir, for asking whv not ? If a 
company, or an individual, is damaged by some other body and persons, and 
they are. entitled to compensation, there is always a provision made for the dis- 
tribution of that compensation amongst the persons immediately damaged, 
namely, in this case the shareholders. You are aware, Sir, it frequently happens 
that where property is taken from a company ; there is one at this moment in 
my eye; a large cemetery company. 

Mr. He«l \ /.] But this is not your property. 

Sir Richard Wyatt ^] But it will become our property in consideration of the 
obligations which we take upon ourselves. 

Chairman .] Then I will put it to you in another way, Sir Richard. At present 
this canal is the property of the Government for the public. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Yes. 

Cftai/man.] And though at present it is a losing concern, if it were to be 
damaged in this way the public would get their compensation; is not that so. 
The compensation would go to the owners of the canal, would it not r 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Yes. 

Chairman.] At present the public are the owners of the. canal ? 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Yes. 

Chairman .] And they would get the compensation ? 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Yes. 

Chairman .] What. I want yon to address your mind to is this. Under that 
hypothesis ol the lowering of Lough Neagh, and compensation being demanded 
and obtained by the Company, as far l at present understand the Bill, they 
could reliev.- thrmselves of their liability to ihe Government by throwing up the 
canal, and they could retain possesson of the compensation. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] The Government ? 

Chairman.] No, the Company. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Well, the transfer i* to be upon the usual terms. The 
Company fake all the obligations, and they are to enjoy all the advantages, if 
any. accruing to the transferrors. That, Sir, is an every day contract, as you 
know, in Parliament. Then if the Government transfer this white elephant to 
the Lagan Company, and they are willing to take it, if some new law should 
be passed whereby the property should be destroyed, I apprehend that any 
legislation upon the subject would provide for compensatiou, and the appli- 
cation of that money. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor ] The Lagan Company would remain discharged from 
any liability in respect of the Ulster Canal. 

Sir Richard Wyatt] Yes, but unfortunately they would have been ruined, so 
to speak, because their property would have suffered in common with the others } 
and therefore you see, Sir, it would he a calamity to them, and the compensa- 
tion would not exceed, if was equal to, the 1098 which they would sustain- ^ 
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Mr. Healy .] Take it the other way. Supposing at the present moment there 
was a scheme of enormous value to the city of th- counties of Deri v and of 
Antrim, to which there were many obstacles, and you proposed to raise up an 
additional obstacle to the opening of the. locks of the Lower Bann by handing 
over this undertaking as an asset to your Company, do not you think it would 
be a reasonable thing for ns to insist that we should not allow such an obstacle 
lo be nised by creating a vested interest in you, by passing a Bill without some 
guarantee that you will not claim that compensation? 

Sir Richard Wyatt.'] My answer is, that it is not proposed by the Bill to 
do so. 

Chairman .] Will you tell me this? You see the position of the Company 
on any further contingency would partly depend upon the shape in which this 
Bill passes as an Acl, and partly upon the agreement entered into under it 
Now suppose that the event which we are now supposing were to happen, and 
that the canal was to beiome unnav igable, the Company would then 
return the canal upon the hands of the Commissioners. Supposing in the 
meantime they borrowed money from the Board of Works, what is your 
expectation, that they would remain liable for the repayment of that sum or 
that the forfeiture of the canal would acquit them of that liability. 

Sir Richard Wyatt .] I cannot imagine for a moment, as a draughtsman, that 
any agreement prepared under this Ait of Pailiaraent would not provide for 
such a contingency. 

Chairman.] I hen you quite accept the prospect in this eventuality of the 
Company remaining liable for any money which they might have succeeded in 
borrowing from the Government. 

Sir Richard Wyatt .] No doubt the Government would take care, of that. 

Mr. Russell.] The real question seems to me to be this.: You are taking 
over this property from the Government. Mr. Healy points out that there 
is something in the air which may lower Lough Neagh b. low the summer level, 
and destroy not only thi^ canal, but other canals in Ulster as well, and that by 
giving you this to-day we may be raising up rights to compensation that we 
ought not to raise up. Now, have you any evidence, first of all, to show that 
the damage that Air. Healy speaks of on the banks of the Bann. and which 
everybody is in favour of remedying, arises not from the summer level of Lough 
Neagh, but from Lough Neagh when it is at a much higher level than the 
summer level; or have vou any evidence that it is proposed to lower Lough 
Neagli below the summer level, so that this damage will be caused. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] J urn not aware of what is in the air, as you express it ; 
but all I can say is that, if the Bill should be par-sed, we hope we shall have the 
assistance of yourselves and other honourable Members to protect us against any 
such a calamity. As representing the Company only, and this being a private 
Bill, 1 dn not think I should be justified in tying the hands in any way of the 
Government, who are to he one of the contracting parties. This is simply a Bill 
to enable this agreement to be carried oui. I think the proper course and the 
only course we could very well act upon, or that we could be any parties to, 
would be a recommendation from the Committee to enable us to make a special 
Report upon this Bill, that they should suggest that any agreement entered into 
in pusuance of that should receive the a tientiou of the Government on this 
point. I need hardly tell honourable Members, particularly the Right honour- 
able Chairman, that it is not an uncommon thing for a Committee to make a 
recommendation to the Government, but not to enact that their hands should 
be tied. 

Chairman .j I think that is worth considering; at any rate. 

The Committee Room was cleared. 

After a short time the parties were again called in. 

Chairman.] The Committee have passed the Preamble of the Bill. 
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Tuesday, Wth June 1888. 


MEMBERS PRESENT: 


Mr. Halsey. I Mr. Russell. 

Mr. Macartney. Colonel Saundcraon. 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor. | Mr. Stanafeld. 

Mr. ARTHUR O’CONNOR, in the Chair. 


The Committee Room was cleared. 
After a time the parties were called in. 


Mr. WILLIAM ROBERT REA, re-called ; and further Examined. 

838. Mr. Russell.] Will you turn to Clause 4 of this Bill, sub-section 2, and 
read it ? — “ The Company may take remuneration for such curriago and hauling, 
so that the rates in respect of the carriage be approved in writing by the Com- 
missioner?, and so that the rate for any purpose mentioned in the Latzan 
Navigation Act, 1873, do not exceed the rate authorised for the purpose by 
that Act.” Does that mean that the rates on the Ulster Canal and Tyrone 
Navigation are to be the same as the Lagan Navigation ? — So I take it. 

839. What are the rates upon the Lagan Navigation ; are they defined by 
Act. ? — They are. 

840. Let us have them ?— In the Schedule to the Act of 1843. 

841. One thousand eight hundred and seventy-three, is it not? — The Act of 
18/3 refers to the Schedule of 1843, “ For every boat, barge, or other vessel 
having no cargo on board and navigating the Lagan Navigation or any part thereof, 
either upwards or downwards, or in which any goods, merchandises or commodities, 
or any matter whatsoever not exceeding 15 tons, shall be carried, any sum not 
exceeding 1 s. 3 d. per mile. For every boat, barge, or other vessel navigating 
the Lagan Navigation, or any part thereof, either upwards or downwards, in 
which any goods, merchandises, or commodities, or any matter whatsoever 
exceeding 15 tons, shall be carried, any sum not exceeding the rate of Id. per 
ton per mile.” 

842. Now the rates on the Ulster Canal are much higher? — Yes, the rates on 
the Ulster Canal are considerably higher. 

843. I have a statement before me here of the rates : " To Benburb, a dis- 
tance of 6 miles, 5 d. per ton; Calidon, 14 miles, 6 d. per ton; Middletown, 
19 miles, 10c?. per ton; Monaghan, 25 miles, 1 s. 3d. per ton”? — Yes, the 
Lagan rate, for 2 7 miles, at present is 9 d. 


The Right Honourable JAMES STANSFELD here took 
the Chair. 

844. Mr. The point pressing on mo is this : .there is considerable 

complaint regarding the rates, not only the present rates, but the lighters 
returning are subject to very heavy lockage dues. Is that so on the Lagan 
Navigation? — On the Lagan we charged nothing at all for empty boats 
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84.5 . The complaint of the people at Benburb and Calidon, and that way, is 
not only as regards excessive rates, but lockage dues in returning ; there are 
four or five locks in the short distance to Benburb?— 1 There are. 

846. They have to pay C d. or 1 s. at each lock ? — Yes. 

847. What proposal have you to make with regard to that?— I think, as I 
understand it, the present Act enables its only to charge the same as we have 
been charging under the Lagan Act. 

848. They have no dues returning for emptiest— As a matter of practice we 
never charge anything at all. 1 have read the provision in the Act for charging. 
We do not make any charge for light boats. 

84;). You propose to make it exactly the same all through ?— We have not 
been charging so, hut the intention is to assimilate the tolls. 

850. Col. Suunderson.] In this sub-section you cannot charge more on the 
Ulster part of the canal than you do on the Lagan Canal ? — No. 

8s 1. You cannot exceed the rates authorised? — That is what we take it to 
be. Perhaps Mr. Williams can explain it better. 

Chuinnan.] Are. there auy rates in this Bill not contained in the Lagan 
Navigation Act. Would it he a rate or a toll. 

8,j‘2. Mr. Russell.] Dues they call them. — It would come under the head of 
tolls. 

853. I am not satisfied with this 2nd sub-section at all ? 

854. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.'] Have you no tolls on the Lagan. Have you no 
locks ?— Twenty -seven locks. We do not charge for light boats or empty boats 
coming back through those locks. 

8^. Ih that in accordance with some particular direction in the Act of 1843 
or 1 H73 ? — No, I have just rend the Clause. It says, “ For every boar, barge, 
or other vessel having no cargo on board and navigating the Lagan Navigation 
or any part thereof, cither upwards or downwards, or in which any goods, mer- 
chandizes, or commodities, or any matter whatsoever not exceeding fifteen tons 
shall he carried, any sum not exceeding Is. 3d per mile.” As a matter ot 


practice we do not charge it. . , 

8,<j(i. There is nothing to prevent your charging at the rate of 1 s. 3 d. tor toe 
empties on the Ulster?— I take it that would give us authority to do so. 

8*7. Mr. Russell ] I will read this paper before the Committee to show 
how those interested in it are affected. Mr. McKean, of Benburb, writes to 


mo. “ The present rates charged on coal and such like commodities is, as under, 
to Benburb, six miles, 5 d. per ton; Calidon, 14 miles, 6 d. per ton; M.ddle- 
towo, 19 miles, 10 <1. per ton ; Monaghan, 25 miles, I s. 3d per ton ; upwaros 
Is. 3d. per ton. The above include lockage ; you will perceive that the shortei 
the distance used the rates are higher in proportion ; for why I do not know; my 
opinion is it should be a mileage rate, say hall-penny per nule, this would make 


opinion 15 XI siiouxu uc a mucugv. r - — j r : , r , c 

it more equitable, and not place a premium on those only using ihe first five 
miks” (—That is the principle on which we have power to charge; we are 


hindered from charging more than a mileage rate. , . 

858. "When lighters are returning empty a charge of 6 A " put on tor each 
lock; most of the locks are upon the first six miles ; 1 thmk there aie^it 
ocks, which means 4 s. lockage for an empty lighter. ibat is very heavy 

for the man on the first six miles 

859.. Colonel Saunderson.] Is that higher than the usual charge on the canal ; 
do you know what it is on the other Insh canals ? I do not know. 

J .1 c 1 lk« eomnnPi'U. 


860. Chairman.] I think 1 understood .mu to say that beside. Ihe 

nnd hauliiiat. the rates ror carnage and hauling are to he 


lion for carriage and hauling, the rates for carnage ana naming are m . 
approved in writing by the Commissioners ; wherever there U in the Lagan 
approver! in wnu g j v v that rate over the whole system?— 


Navigation Act a rate you mu4t not exceed that rate over the 1 
I take that to be the meaning of it. 


J.The;°e would be other charges than those mentioned for hau! in g and for 
those rates mentioned imhe Logan Navigation Act ? I o no now. 


jse rates mentioned m - llV rhar^e 

86o. Is there any lockage in the Lagan >— We do not make any targe 
o.inR. H 
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apart from the tolls : “ The Company may take remuneration for such carriage 
and haulage, so that the rates in respect of the carriage be approved in writing 
by the Commissioners.” 

863. In the earlier part of the sub-section the rates in respect of carriage 

must be. approved by the Commissioners, but there are rates for hauling, and it 
leaves out any tolls or rates not in respect of carriage or hauling and not 
included in the Lagan Navigation Act. I think it wants more general 
terms ? 

Mr. Russell.] I think so too. 

864. Chairman.'] You must either define and limit your power of levying the 
tolls or rates, or we must refer it to some body who may approve ? — We shall 
be glad to receive any suggestion from the Committee. 

865. Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] Bo you know who laid down the existing rate on 
the Bister Canal? — The Commissioners. 

8GG. Then the Commissioners would be likely to approve the existing rates ? 
— I am quite certain the Company would wish to reduce the rates, because they 
are prohibitory, so far as I know. 

867. Mr. Russel/.] This gentleman says: “ If five tons of cargo is put in, 
say stone, sand, or any such, the tolls would only bo 2 s. (> d. I cannot see any 
consistency in this ; I think lockage should be abolished, and if returned empty, 
should go free ; say. pay 2 s. 6 d. to pass her through ? ” — 1 think there is 
something of that sort. 

80S. Chairman.] Bo you call that lockage?— We call it all toll ; we do not 
make any distinction. 

869. Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] You have the right to take and receive tolls 
and lockage and quayage and storage ?— Yes. 

870. Lockage is a term used in this Act? — Yes. 

871. And duties arising under the provisions of tlie Act? — Yes. 

872. Chairman.] I-low would this do: “The Company may tako remunera- 
tion for such carriage and hauling, so that the rates of tolls or charges in respect 
of carriage, haulage, lockage, or for any other purpose, shall not exceed such’as 
are authorised in the Lagan Navigation Act, 1873 , and shall be approved in 
writing by the Commissioners ? — 1 do not think the Company would object to 
that. 

873. Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] Mr. Rea has already told us that the Company 
propose to reduce the rates which they recognise ns prohibitive ? — There is 
always a maximum rate, and the maximum allowed in the Lagan would not be 
too high for the Ulster Cunal. 

874. Mr. Russell.] What do you think of a mileage rate of a halfpenny per 
mile? — I do not think we should be bound to do that, because the rales, varying 
according to the circumstances, it would alter all our arrangements in the 
Lagan. 

875. So that the rates, tolls, or charges in respect of carriage, haulage, lock- 
age, or otherwise, shall not exceed such as are authorised in the Lagan Navi- 
gation Act, 1873 , and shall he approved in writing by the Commissioners ; 
there is no lockage in the Lagan ? — No ; practically we call it all tolls. 

876. Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] The rates on the Lagan Canal are already made 
with the consent in writing of the Commissioners of Public Works? — Yes; 
I think there is a feeling that the rates are lower in the Lagan. 

877. Mr. Russell.] You told us that they are lower ?— I think the public 
would confirm it ; we have no complaints about them. 

The' Committee proceeded to consider the clauses. 

878. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] I see that there is a note that the Company aak 
fox powers as common carriers for the public only, but they are intending to 
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act ns traders through the Secretary opening depots at various towns and vil- 
lages lor the sale of coni and other commodities, thus putting up an unfair 
competition with local merchants ; 1 do not know if that is an adverse note 
or a friendly note ; is it true? — At the present time I have been acting some- 
what in that way, because the Company had no power to own lighters at all, 
and I have been acting as any other trader, paying my tolls along both canals, 
because they had no power to own boats. 

870. Then the. Company do propose to act a*s traders ? — They have takeu 
power, but they have had no consultations or discussions as to what they 
will do. 

880. It is bv the Company opening dep6ts? — There is no intention of the 
sort that I know of. 

[The Committee further proceeded to consider clauses up to Clause 7 } 

Mr. Hassell.] This involves the lease and the notice to the public bodies. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] If the tenants of the Company wish to purchase 
their holding, you would have to get a separate Act of Parliament. 

881. Mr. /?«««//,] As I understand it, the Company are willing, and the 
Company were prepared, either to allow the tenants to purchase or have the 
leases at the present rents? — We have a clause drawn ro that effect. 

882. You also offered, in your evidence on ihe. last day, to insert that, in the 
event of the Company giving up the canal, notice should be given to the grand 
juries and public bodies of their intention ?— We have embodied it in the clause. 

883. Mr. Arthur O’Connor.'] The Company would not object to a clause 
drafted for the purpose of proteciing the lenants with respect to their improve- 
ments, and they would not object to the clause ullowing the tenants to pur- 
chase ? — We bind ourselves to that. 

884. Mr. JRtmetf.] They did that last time, and the leases were to be renewed 
at the present re nts ?— This is a rough copy of what we propose [producing 
the same). 

885. Is this a new clause in place of Clause 7 ? 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Yes. 

Chairman.] “Subject to the proviso hereinafter-mentioned, the Com- 
pany shall not sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of the said canals, or 
either of them, or of any land or property held on account thereof 
without the authority of Parliament, and without first giving notice in 
writing to the several secretaries for the time being of the Grand Juries of 
Armagh, Tyrone, Monaghan, and Fermanagh : Provided that nothing 
herein contained shall prevent the Company from leasing any lands or 
honse9 not required for the purpose of the Lagan Navigation, or for 
the purposes of the said canals or either of them, and the Company 
shall, subject to the approval of the Commissioners, signified in writing 
under the hand of their secretary, either continue all existing leases on 
the Tyrone Navigation at the rents existing at the time of the passing 
of this Act, or if the lessees require it, give them a right of purchase ©f 
their interests.” 

886. Mr. Arthur O'Connor. ] You limit that to the Tyrone Navigation r— We 
do not know of any leases in the other. They are all in che five mailes. 

887. There may be tenants, although no leases. Are there «ny occupiers ?— • 
There is 110 provision for tenants who hold small holdings which may he 
required for navigation purposes. 

888 . They are the very men who most require protection ; men who have 

made homes for themselves ?— There is nothing of that scat A thing of that 
sort is covered by a lease. ,, , , , 

8-89. i thooght you saadi there wore ‘occupiers-; tenants who had not leases . 

h a o°me 
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— Some one might have a small piece for grazing, which might be desirable for 
the Company to have. 1 do not know there are such cases, but we do know 
there is nothing in the shape of property or houses which is not covered by the 
lease. 

Mr. Russell.'] I have heard of nothing involving this question. They 
have power to grant these leases at the present rents, subject to the Board 
of Works. 

890. Chairman.'] Is there any objection to any lease, existing leases or 
tenancies? — There might be some things changing from year to year. They 
are trifling things; there are no houses or anything of that sort which it would 
be a hardship for any one to give up. 

891. Mr. Russell.] This is the Ulster Canal? — We do not know of anv 
tenancies. 

892. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] Therefore you might be trespassing on a ri'dn 
without knowing it? — We do not know there, are leases of any consequence. 

893. There might be some kind of occupying tenancy without a lease; 
the lease is the exception ? — We do not know of anything except trifling 
things. 

894. Mr. ifomc//.] “ Provided that nothing herein contained shall prevent 
the Company from leasing or continuing any existing lease?, and the Company 
shall, subject to the approval of the Commissioners signified in writing under 
the hand of the secretary.” Those are the words you object to. I should 
prefer the clause this way : “The Company shall either continue all existing 
leases in the Tyrone navigation at the rents existing at the time of the parsing 
of the Act, or if the-lcssees require it, give them a right to purchase their in- 
terest.” Nothing was said on the last day about the Board of Works, and J do 
not know what the Board of Works may sav. It seems to give the Board of 
Works a power which 1 do not sec they should have r — As a matter of fact the 
Board of Works say they would recommend us to do it. There would be no 
objection to striking the words out 

895. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] My point is that this protection is extended 
only to those who now hold leases ; if there are others who do not hold leases 
they ought to he protected, and I cannot see why if the Company say there are 
no such persons there should not be words inserted, which cannot injure the 
Company, to protect any such cases that may exist r — I think there are some 
such things as rights of way which we should not be bound to give. 

896. You could always say “ saving rights of way ”? — There is nothing 
more serious than something of that sort. 

897. These people are not represented here; you are dealing with a large 

piece of property 44 miles long, and the chances are there must be some occupy- 
ing tenants, and you may be depriving them of their rights 

Mr. Macartney.] What rights could they have which aTe not protected 
under the Land Act of 1881 ? 

898. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] They might not have leases but they might be 
as big holders as the leaseholders and yet not have leases ?— I do not "think 
there are any such cases at all. 

899* You do not know there are not r — I could almost say there are not. 

Mr. Russell.] It would be hardly fair to bind the company down neck 
and crop in every pettifogging case. 

900. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] The leaseholders are to he protected, and some are 
w;ry small. It is not a pettifogging matter to the unfortunate man who holds 
the land?— The leaseholders have buildings on the ground; in those cases they 
are not of that kind. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] The great objection to creating a property, unless 
it comes within the general law (if you put something into a special Act of 

Parliament) 
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Parliament) is that it enables them to put the companies to enormous 
expense, showing that they would have no portion of the costs of the arbi- 
tration to pay, where there is the express statutory power given to them. If 
they have any rights the general Act would be quite sufficient to protect 
them. I mean any remote interest. 


Mr. Arthur O' Connor."] This is a Bill dealing with property. All you 
want is to secure that, while one property is being created, it shall not be 
unduly at the expense of other existing property. I do not see the objec- 
tion; it cannot hurt the company. 


Mr. Macartney .] The navigation is existing, and if they had any rights 
they had the rights as against the former owners of the navigation, and 
as against the Commissioners in whom the navigation is now vested, and 
those rights, such as they exist, cannot be destroyed by this Act. If they 
had. any other rights, they are protected by the Land Law of Ireland. 

901. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] If that is true the leaseholders would not require 
special interest ; they are able to protect their interest, and there may be other 
men living along that slip of 44 miles who equally want protection ; we know of 
the existence of leaseholders, because they have made themselves heard, but 
the witness admits he is not prepared of his own knowledge to say that there 
are no people occupying without leases ? — In either case they are only tenants 
from year to year, and the Board of Works could terminate the arrangement at 
any time. 

902. Only tenants from year to year? — Year to year. 

903. That is the position of all tenants in Ireland? 

Mr. KksooII.] The best way is to draft an amendment to that, and put 
it to the vote. 

The Committee proceeded further to consider the clause. 

Chairman .] “ And the Company shall continue all existing leases on the 
Tyrone Navigation at the rents enisting at the time of the passing of this 
Act provided that the lessees shall be entitled at any time to purchase 
their interest.” Is that form of words sufficiently definite to save a right 
of purchase ; how do you give them a right of purchase without reterence 
to terms ? 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I think the enactment that they should have a right 
to purchase would give them power to enforce it by ordinary process of 
the Court. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] What would he the ordinary process of the 
Court? 


Sir IK tW.M They would asl tfor specific P^rmane^ “d if 


the Company declined to convey to them, ihe Court would compel them 
to do so. 

Mr. Arthur O' Connor.'] Would you, as a lawyer, say they would have a 
right to an action for specific performance under such circumstances . 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I think so. 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] Do you know a case in which such action has 
been brought ? 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I never saw such a clause. 

Witness.] This is the clause they asked for. 

003* Mr. Arthur O’Connor.] 1 thought you brought it?-It is quite in 
accordance with what they have asked for. 

Mr. Russell.] “ The Company shall “f^^U“ft^a!sTnToTtMs 
Tyrone Nuvigation at'the rents existing at the time P 6 Act _ 

o.io8. 
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Act, provided that the lessees shall he entitled at any time to purchase their 
interest.” The option is clear ; you are either bound to do one or the 
other. 

Chairman.] The clause will give them a right ; the Company will not 
give them the right. 

Mr. Hahcy.] The Company either give them the lease or the right, 
one or the other alternative. 

Chairman.] 1 daresay it. would he capable of interpretation. I comes to 
this: “The Company shall permit them.” 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] The Company shall have a right. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] Perhaps the better plan really would he to say 
“ shall have the right to purchase their interest at such a price as shall, 
failing agreement, be settled by arbitration in rlie manner prescribed by the 
Lands Clauses Consolidation Act 1845.” 

Chairman.] I should be inclined to think it will do now. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] The Company shall continue all exisiing 
leases. 

Chairman.] Continue all existing leases in the Tyrone Navigation. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] If you say “they shall,” the antecedent being 
lessees, that will do. But suppose the lessees did not exercise the. right of 
purchase exactly “at any time." First of all they are to be continued as 
lessees. “ If at any time ” they should desire to purchase they may do 
so. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] I have no objection to any verbal alterations. 
M hat you really want to do is to secure to the tenant the right of purchase 
at any time, and failing the exercise of that right, a second right to continue 
on i he terms of his existing lease. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I do not think it should be in the disjunctive. It 
should be “ And if at anytime." 

Chairman.] This is what you mean: the Company shall continue all 
existing leases on the. Tyrone Navigation at the rents existing at the time 
of the passing of this Act, providing that the lessees shall be entitled at 
any time to purchase their interest. 

Sir Richard. Wyatt.] It would read better “And if at Htiy time the 
lessees. This . is an empowering Clause, and it says the lea $e shall be 
continued and if at any time they desire to purchase the rights they shall 
be at liberty to do so. b 

The Committee proceeded further to consider the Clause. 

904, Mr. Russell ] With regard to Clause 8, what was the term ? — Thirty- 
one years. 

905. It is a lease of 999 years, instead, of 31?- Yes. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.'] Do yon nut llimk you could here insert what 
you mentioned a little time ago about the minimum uniform depth ©f five 
feet. 

Mr. It would come in about line 6. 

Mr. Arthur O Connor.] La connection with the work of the repairs. 

Chairman .] It is in continuance of the Lagan Navigation Acts. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] That would secure the work being done. 

Sir 
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Sir Richard Wyatt^] This is merely continuing the provisions of the 
Aet which at present have but 31 years, and it declares that those Acts so 
limiting the time shall be read as if 999 years had been inserted. That is 
only a continuance of the Act. I think it would come in better at the 
end. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] It is not merely a continuing clause; it is a 
clause continuing the Lagan Navigation Act, but upon conditions, which 
conditions are conditions precedent. If you make the deepening of the 
Canal throughout five feet as a condition precedent, you secure the 
deepening and you do not spoil the drafting of the clause. 

Chairman.'] All you accomplish is this, that if you do not deepen it five 
feet they do not get the prolongation of the Lagan Act. 

Mr. Arthur O’ Connor.] It would be a great object to continue it. 

006. Chairman .] Now we are dealing simply with prolonging the Navigation 
Act. Your phraseology is, “The said Acts shall continue in force for the term 
of <399 years from the dale of the said transfer taking effect, in like manner as if 

the term hereby limited for the continuance of the said Acts were substituted 

in the. Lagan Navigation Act, 1843.” Then how did the Lagan Act of 1873 
deal with the original term in the Act of 1843 1— It did not make any alteration 
in the term. It renewed the Act again for another term of 31 years. 

Sir Richard Wyatt .] The Act of 1843 was for a limited term, and when 
that was about to expire they came to Parliament and obtained an exten- 
sion of the term. 


Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] Section 2 of the Lagan Navigation Art, 1873, 
snvs “ The Lagan Navigation Act 1843, as amended by this Act, and this 
Act’ shall he read together as one Act, and shall he and contmue in force 
for the term of 31 years from the passing of this Act, and until the end of 
the Session of Parliament next ensuing alter the expiration of that term 
and the Lagan Navigation Act 1843, shall be read and have effect as if 
throughout dial Act the period by this Act limited for . the 
thereof were in that Act mentioned or referred to instead of the period 
31 years from the passing of that Act, and the Session of Parliament men- 
tioned in Section 223 of that Act shall be deemed to mean the second 
Session of Parliament next ensuing after the expiration of 31 years fr 
the passing of this Act.” 


Chairman A My point is this : the proposal here is to extend the Lagan 
Navigation Act for the te.m of 999 years. Having done that you go on 
to say that this extension shall take effect ; 

hereby limited for the continuance were substituted ; that is, it JJJ year, 
were mseTtedin the dot of 1843, and in the Act of 1873 you get rid of 
that term and substitute another. 


Sir Richard Wyatt .1 All the operative parts of the powers are in 
the Acfof 1843. The Act of 1873 is merely a continuation of the terms 
“th reference to what was authorised to be done under the Act of 

1843. 

Chairman .] Then you are satisfied? 

Sir Richari Wyatt] Perfectly satisfied. 


The Committee proceeded further to consider the clauses. 

Mr. Russell.-] What wiU ^ppen « . any of ^ 

'ter the expiration of the time fixed m the Act of 187*? 


after the expiration 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.-] Then their powers cease 

p.108. H 4 


Sir 
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Sir Richard Wyatt!] Yes. 

Chairman .] Then as to Section 9. 

907. Mr. Arthur O'Connor!] Section 68, of the Act of 1843, says, that the 
“ moiety of the excess of the company’s income above 1 ,000 1. a-year, alter 
payment of charges and interest on money borrowed, to be laid out and set 
apart for improvement of navigation, subject to inspection, &c. of Commissioners 
of Public Works.” Section 4, of the Act of 1873, is an amendment of 
Section 68, “notwithstanding anything in the Act of 1843 contained, such sum 
as may be necessary of the said sum of 2,158 l. 0 .v. 6 d., or such other sura as 
at the date of the passing of this Act.” That has reference to some transitory 
state of things. What is the amendment in 1873? — The Act of 1873, 
Clause 4. 

908. Sir Richard Wyatt!] It has reference to the reserve fund ? — Under that 
clause the Company had to set apart a moiety for the purpose of carrying out 
the -works. There were certain millowners on the Lagan Canal who thought we 
might injure ourselves by the Ulster Canal, and instead of that they asked us to 
put aside a sum every year. That is the intention of the clause. 

909. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] How do these clauses in the Act of 1843 and 
the Act of 1873 now operate. The first provides “ Moiety of the excess of the 
Company’s income above 1,000/. a year, after payment of charges and interest 
on money borrowed, to be laid out or set apart for improvement of navigation ’’ ? 
—Yes. 

910. Do you do that still ? — Yes, we have over 1 ,200 l. a vear ; a moiety over 
1,200 l. 

911. The Act of 1873 says: “Interest not exceeding four per cent, per 
annum on any moneys borrowed by the Company for the purposes of the said 
navigation shall exceed the sum of 1,200 /., the Company shall not bo required 
10 lay out and expend in new works, or to set aside lor improvements, any part 
of such clear yearly income ” ? — That is increasing the amount. Under the old 
Act we were allowed to earn 1,000/. and set apart half the balance; under the 
new Act we are allowed to earn 1,200 l. and set apart half the balance. 

912. That is what you do now? — Yes. 

913. Set apart 600/. a year? — No. Say wc earn 1,500 /., the difference 
between 1,200/. and 1,500 /. is 300/. We are required to set apart half that 
difference for new works. Under this present clause, no matter what wc earn, 
we are bound to set apart a certain sum for new works every year. It is a 
clause against us, but we agreed to it. 

Chairman!] Clause 9. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor!] The Board of Trade is not a desirable authority 
to bring in. We have not a Board of Trade, in Ireland except for light- 
houses. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] It is a mere ministerial act. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor. J The introduction of the Bonrd of Trade would 
be out of the ordinary course. 

914. Mr. Macartney.] An ordinary arbitrator under the Board of Works: — 
The arbitration is between the Board of Works and the Company. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] It must be somebody else. It ought not to be 
the Board of Trade. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I may mention the Board of Trade is so constantly 
applied to to appoint an arbitrator, that they have a list of professional 
men, and they take them in the order in which they stand on the list. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] That is for England? 

Sir Richard Wyatt!] Yes. It is a mere ministerial act. You might 

say, 
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say, “To be appointed by tile President of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers.” 

Mr. Arthur O' Connor .] I object to the Board of Trade, not in England 
but in Ireland. 

Mr. Russell.] Say the Lord Lieutenant. 

Chairman.'] Is that usual ? 

915. Sir Richard WyuM.] Then this difficulty arises ; who is to pay him ? 

If ho is appointed by the' Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Lieutenant would have to 
pay him f — There is a provision for payment under the clause, “ Shall be paid 
out of the said funds." 

91O. As a matter of fact, it is not usual to impose a duty of that kind on the 
Lord Lieutenant without his sanction r — I think the Board of Trade was only 
put in because they could not think of any other body to put in. 

Mr. Russell .] I see no reason why you should not put in the Lord 
Lieutenant, it is quite common to put it into Acts of Parliament. 

Sir Richard Wyatt.] I do not remember any instance of that kind. 
Chairman.] You have got the Treasury in already. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] I do not object to the Treasury. 

Chairman.] “ Shall be paid out of the said funds, or by the Company 
out of their other funds, or as the Commissioners acting as arbitrators 
may direct.” 

Mr. Russell.] What about deepening the canal five feet? 

Chairman .] That will come in before Clause 11, after Clause 10. 

The Committee proceeded further to consider the clauses. 

017. Chairman.] The question raised in my mind the other day was whether 
this might happen that you might have some drainage scheme. The Bann 
Drainage, which should make their canal unnavigable, that a Company might 
have a claim against the Barm Navigation Scheme for the drainage to their 
canal, but they might pocket the proceeds of that claim, and might say, the 
canals are not navigable, and they are forfeited and revert to you the 
Commissioners, and so they get out of the bargain. Then I say, ‘ The 
reverter of the said canal to the Commissioners shall not operate as 
a discharge to the Company from any debts, liabilities, or obligations 
of the Company; and .hat' they should be liable for having made 
made default, and not be absolved by forfeiture ol the canal r- With regard to 
the first proposition, in case there should be any physical impossibility in 
getting five feet of water, would that proposition bind us. The engineer who has 
liven The estimate says it is possible to do it, but engineers are sometimes 
wrong. 

91 8. Mr. Russell .] Would it be any use to you l — Not very much. 

919. Colonel Saunderson.] Five feet is the minimum depth of water ?— 

' eS ' Chairman.] We had a considerable discussion on what might be the 
effect of the Bann scheme of drainage, whether the company might get the 
damages and then throw up the canal. 

Mr. Macartney.'] It could only take place on the removal of one weir. 
As long as one weir is left the water cannot be affected, and the navigation 
is absolutely secure. 

Chairman.] Whatever obligation the company has undertaken to the 
Commissioners they ought not to be absolved from, simply by throwing up 
the canal. 

0 I Sir 

0.108. 1 
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Sir Richard Wyatt.] Suppose it became physically impossible to keep it 
open by the act of some other body. 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor .] That would he a sufficient pica; you would only 
have to prove force majewe. 

Chairman. ] All I say is that the reverter shall not operate as a discharge. 
They may be discharged by other facta, but not by the mere fact of throw- 
up the canal. 

Sir Richard Wyatt] The reverter is the protection to the Company. If 
they find they cannot do what is required of them to be done, then it is to 
revert hack to the Commissioners. They will have. lost, all their money if 
during the next 10 years they find they cannot keep the navigation open, 
and in fact become bankrupt ; then it is to revert, hack to tin* ( 'omims- 
sioners; that is the bargain; it is like aright of re-entry in a lesisc. If 
a tenant does not do certain things the lessor is entitled to re-entry, and if 
we do not perform our duties it is to revert back to the Commissioners, and 
there is an end of the tiling. 

Mr. Arthur O'Corinor] This is put in Clause .‘1, Sub-section B, as a 
penalty to be enforced upon the non- performance of the covenant by the 
Company. Now you say this thing which is inserted as a penalty is a pro- 
tection to the Company. 

Colonel Saundcrson] I understand the clause to he this: If by some 
action of the Government or somebody else the level of the lock is lowered, 
and the navigation is destroyed, this Company, which would become 
derelict and bankrupt, would be at the pains and penalties of not carrying 
out a contract which they are prevented from doing by the action of some- 
body, 

Mr. Arthur O'Connor] They get compensation. 

The Committee further considered the clause. 

Sir Richard Wyatt] I do not want the Act to be a dead letter ; if you 
enact, it shall be at times five feet, and it is not five feet at times, there 
will he a difficulty. 

920. Mr. Macartney] I do not think there will be any engineering difficulty 
injgetting the water ? — 1 think it is a question. 

■ 921. There is no difficulty about it?— We hope so, and expect, so. 

922. The Upper Bann would not he affected by any drainago ? — No ; but we 
do not get our supply there. 

Chairman .] The precaution might be inserted in the agreement itself. 

Sir Richard Wyatt] You enact positively it shall be five feet at nil 
times. 

Chairman] There was to be a provision of that kind inserted. The 
company shall undertake to execute to the satisfaction of the Commissioners 
such works as repairs. They have to execute them to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioners. 

Sir Richard Wyatt] Yes. 

Chairman] What I say is, that shall include giving the Ulster Canal 
5 -feet way from end to end. 

Sir Richard Wyatt] That is a positive declaration in the Act that the 
agreement shall contain that. 

Mr. Macartney] The whole navigation depends on it. 

923. Mr. Russell] I shall not consent to anything short of five feet; the 
canal is useless without it ? — It is the clear intention to give five feet. 

Chairman] 
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Ciudnmn.] The question seems to me to be this : are we content that at 
any moment the company shall be able to throw the whole thing up, 
because, if they can throw it up, and be quit of their obligation, they may 
choose their own time for throwing it up. A considerable property is made 
over to them practically for the purpose of improving it, and m iintaining 
the improvement in the public interest. Ought we not to take some guar- 
antee that they shall fulfil that trust. 

Colonel Sanndtrson.] If it only means that I do not object to it. 

924. Chairman.] “ The reverter of the said canal to the Company shall not 
operate as a discharge to the Company of any debts, liabilities, or obligations of 
the Company ” ? — I think if the failure of the canal comes through anything we 
could not control it would be rather hard 011 us to have this additional burden 
put upon us. 

925. Mr. Arthur O' Connor A Could you suggest anything in such a case ? — I 
do not think it is at all likely if such a thing occurred by the lowering of the lock. 

926. Here you get compensation ? 

927. Mr. Halsey.'] The reverter only refers to default being made by the 
Company in such undertaking. If you lost your water through Lough Neagh 
being drained, it would not be your fault ? — If that is the understanding, I do 
not think there is any objection to it. 

The Committee further considered the clauses up to Clause 12. 

928. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] On Clause 12 I wish to ask, have you the last 
balance-sheet of the Company by you?— Yes ( producing the tame). 

929. The balance in hand was larger than it had been. f ‘ Balance carried to 
next account 1,230 Z. ? — Yes. 

930. This does not show outstanding liabilities ?— No. 

931. So that it is not a statement of accounts at all ? — Yes. 

932. It is a statement of receipts and expenditure? -Yes. 

933. But it does not show what your liabilities are ?— Yes ; they are all stated 
there. That is the income and expenditure. This is the balance-sheet. 

934. How do you show your liabilities in this statement ?— It is all there. 
The debtor column, “ Ulster Bank’* so much ; “cash in hand” so much; and 
‘‘ materials.” 

935. You do not call cash in band a liability ?— The assets and liabilities are 
set out. 

936. You have a balance in hand of 1,270 l. ?— Yes. 

937. What are your liabilities ; what debts do you owe?— All in that column ; 
those are our debts. 

938. Loans from Commissioners? — Yes. 

939. T he Bank you owe 20 l. ? — Yes. 

940. Dean and Chapter of Down, 6 1 . r — Yes. 

941. Stock is not a debt ; that is an asset r — Yes. 

942. Have you real liabilities not, shown there r— No. 

943. Where are thy expenses in connection with the promotion of this Bill ? 

— They are there ; Ulster Canal Account, 304 l. 

944. There is an item 450 l. i — Yes. 

945. What is the date of this r — 31st March 1 888. 

946. What is your total liability now ?— £. 85,423 we are liable for. That is 

share capital and all. - 

947. I do not mean that; I mean the ordinary liabilities ; the current 
liabilities? — Abont 5,000 1 . altogether. 

948. How much is included in that for legal expenses and promotion money ? 
— There is no promotion money. 

949. Amounts due to your agent?— We have no legal expenses at all, except 
what is incurred in connexion with this present Bill. 

O.108. I 2 950. Does 
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5)50. Does that amount to 1,500 l. ? — No, nothing of the kind. 

951. It is 450 l. ? — That is all. 

952. That was up to 31st March ? — Yes. 

953. Have you not been incurring liability in connection with this Bill even 
up to to-day ? — Yes; but of course that cannot be included in that statement. 
It is only a 1 rifle more. 

954. What do you estimate \our total liability in respect of this Act? — We 
have not estimated it at all ; it depends on the Parliamentary agent’s costs. 

9 55. You are the secretary of the Company? — Yes ; hut I cannot tell what 
their bill is. 

956. The costs of this Bill are to be paid by the Company ? — Yes. 

957. Then would your balance disappear in the costs of this Bill?— I do not 
understand the question. 

958. Your balance in hand will disappear; it will not be sufficient to meet 
your liabilities ? — Yes, more than sufficient. 

959. The money you borrow under this Act is to be appropriated for works 
for the improvement of the canal, buildings, and subscribing to the. Company 
for tramway purposes ? —Yes. 

960. No portion of the money borrowed under ibis Bill is available for paying 
promotion expenses? — No. 

961. I want you to show me how, without trenching on borrowed money, 
you with your present balance will be able to meet your liabilities connected 
with this Bill ? — With the 1,200 1 carried forward, we do not anticipate the 
expenses connected with this Bill will be anything like that. 

9C2. Is your agent for the Bill the same as was the agent for the Govern- 
ment ? — Yes. 

963. Mr. Halsey.'] I suppose if your expenses did exceed that you would 
take them out of your current receipts, and it would bo far diminish your 
dividend to your shareholders ? — Yes. 

964. Mr. Arthur O'Connor.] Supplying your receipts with borrowed money ? 
—No. 

The Committee proceeded to consider the remaining Clauses of tlie 
Bill. 

The Chairman was ordered to report on the Bill, with Amendments, to 
the House. 
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